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EDITOR’S 


lOM 


T 


' he merry month of May 
* I brings a feeling of hope 
and renewal. This is 
the time to be kind to yourself 
when it comes to fresh starts and 
major changes, especially at home. 1 advise you 
to pick one project for your home and give it your 
best shot rather than spreading your energy 
thinly. 1 hope you will rejoice in our splendid 
Country and Vintage special from pl03, packed 


with ideas on how to make this timeless look 
your own. Our reader homes show the cream of 
classic interiors in England and France, and will 
put you in a holiday mood from p22. Look out for 
new ways with monochrome on p86 and enjoy 
the latest trends from p65 in Style Edit. 

Soo^dJv T)ioker!U)hy 

EDITOR 


This month Period Ideas has been- getting awag from it all on 
a RURAL RETREAT in Dorset; enjoying new fragrances from YANKEE 
CANDLES; preparing for AW15 press previews; admiring new collections 

of GARDEN FURNITURE and looking forward to the HAY FESTIVAL 

What could be better than a town brimming with books? 


Follow us 


on Twitter ^Periodldeas, 
facebook.com/period.ideas and 
pinterest.com/periodideas 



(> recycle See our great subscriber offer on page 136 
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redecorated their holiday haven in 
Provengal style 


gg Shoot style 

Fill your home with a sophisticated 
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Lucy Hodgson combined personal taste 
and period style with dazzling results 


02 Better by design 

Find out how bespoke furniture can 
malce life in a period house easier 


2g Picture perfect 

Margaret Fowling explores the 
fascinating world of portrait miniatures 


zjg Victorian chic 

Debs and Nick Henderson turned a dark 
Victorian house into a bright family home 


02 Take a dip 

Make your daily cleanse as satisfying as 
can be with expert advice 
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Bespoke Lighting 
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Web; www.limehouselightiKg.com 







gg Sleeping beauty 

Keep your period boudoir up-to-date 
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Renovating 

Renovating news 

Read all about the latest need-to-know 
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Style your home from the ground up 
with top tips on flooring 

125 The great outdoors 

Discover glorious ways to furnish your 
garden with this handy guide 

127 Looking good 

Malce sure you’re enjoying the extra 
sunlight by refurbishing your windows 

12 g Doors to adore 

Create a grand entrance in your home by 
crafting a stylish door stopper 

133 Make an entrance 

Transform your door into a focal point 
with our five fabulous ideas 



Style Edit 
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The latest stylish finds and designer 
details for your home this season 

gg Sheer indulgence 

Add a futuristic edge to your 
bathroom with Maison Valentina’s 
Newton bath tub 

YQ Style through the ages 

Charlotte Barber explores Art 
Nouveau’s influence on interiors 
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Be inspired by the south of France for 
a stylish new cooking zone 
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special 
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Seoana Sherry-Brennan shares 
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\QY Rural restyle 

Achieve a farmhouse feel in 
your abode with top tips on 
country styling 

YYl Rustic charm 

Bring a relaxed ambience into your 
home with a fabulous kitchen 


SEE PAGE 1 36 TO SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Pay just £6 for your first three issues of Period Ideas with free delivery direct to your door. Classic inspiration for your home and garden all year long. 
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NEWS Need to know 


MAY'S ESSENTIAL SHOPPING LIST 

HOME STYLE 

Keep up to date with the latest designs 
and happenings this month 




Occasional chairs are talcing the interiors industry by 
storm, and Cuckooland is offering a modern twist on this 
classic piece of furniture. This luxury velvet tub chair in 
blossom fabric is available in six glorious shades, and is 
perfect for bringing a splash of colour into a bedroom or 
study. 01305 231 231, cuckooland.com 



HIGH STYLE 

The new collection from Very harnesses fresh 
spring hues and bright summer tones for a truly 


SHINE BRIGHT 

This Clayton utility 
pendant light, available 
from £40, is perfect for 
bringing some retro style 
into your home. Its pressed 
metal surf ace features 
a detailed pattern, and it 
comes in a stylish duck- 
egg blue painted finish. 
Call 03332 008 009 or 
visit lauraashley.com to 
find out more. 




uplifting look. This snug seat, in duck-egg Cindy 
fabric, is priced at £249 and is also available 
in natural and pink, to complement a range of 
decor schemes. 0844 822 2321, very.co.uk 


GARDEN GLORY 

With the picnic season in full swing, 
malce sure your garden-table is dressed 
to impress with Inga Lukauskiene’s 
classy collection of table linen. There’s 
a wealth of lovely linenware available 
at the interior designer’s online shop, as 
well as bedding, throws and clothing in 
this flattering fabric. 

020 8133 3853, linenme.com 


FIRED UP 

Get set for warm summer evenings 
with these pretty tea-light holders 
from Betty Jackson. Black at 
Debenhams. These tinted glasses 
emit a gentle glow when lit and 
are perfect for creating a soothing 
vibe indoors and out. To find out 
more, ca II 0844 800 8877 or 
visit debenhams.com 
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BLOOMING MARVELLOUS 

Breathe new life into your home with fresh flowers, 
displayed in Berry Red's beautiful range of opal 
vases. There's an assortment of shades, styles and 
sizes available, so call 0845 450 3937 or head to 
berryred.co.uk to browse the stunning selection. 


GET GROWING 

Put your green fingers to 
good use with quirky 
garden accessories from 
Dotcomgiftshop. With this cute 
miniature greenhouse, you can 
create a charming botanical 
display in your home, or grow 
your own handy herb supply 
from scratch in your kitchen. 

020 8746 2473, 
dotcomgiftshop.com 


TRENDY TRAYS 

Decorative trays are a top trend for the summer, 
and this striking enamel tray in bold raspberry 
features deep dimensions and practical handles, 
making it a useful addition to your abode. 

0845 548 0210, annabeljames.co.uk 


From 9th May and throughout the summer 
months. No. 1 Royal Crescent in Bath will be 
hosting an extraordinary exhibition of the 
Small Worlds historic dolls' houses and 
miniature furniture, made in the 18th and 
19th centuries. These amazing objects have 
never before been put on display, and now 
you'll be able to enjoy them with admission 
to the museum. To find out more, visit 
nolroyalcrescentorg.uk 


POWER PRINTS 

Urban Road's variety of vivid and elegant 
artwork, such as this breathtaking Hint of 
Spring canvas, is sure to make a statement in 
any interior scheme. Head to 
urbanroad.com.au to view this and more 
striking pieces. 


DIARY DATES 
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INTERIORS Decor ideas 




INDUSTRIAL STYLE 


i 


From metallic accents to reclaimed wood, discover how 
to bring a contemporary look to your period home 


J 


Edited by SEOANA SHERRY-BRENNAN 



N ow that cosy winter days are over, 
we start to crave a change in our 
interiors. Just as the warmer weather 
dictates that we shed layers of clothing, so too 
can our homes benefit from shalcing off some of 
the decorative layers they have accumulated. It’s 
time to welcome in a pared-back palette and 
embrace sleeker, more minimalist designs. 


STRIKE A BALANCE 

The industrial trend developed when factories 
that reigned supreme during the Industrial 
Revolution went out of business. These 
abandoned buildings were remodelled and 
transformed into large, open-plan living spaces. 
Bars and restaurants then began to embrace 
exposed brick work, rustic wooden furniture 
and steel fixtures in their establishments, and 
interior designers and homeowners now use 
industrial elements in residential properties, for 
decor which is both stylish and functional. 

It may seem lUce a contemporary look, but 
industrial is in fact a perfect balance between 
vintage and modern design. You don’t need 
a vast loft space to channel the trend, nor do you 
have to strip your home of its classic period 
features. In fact, vintage furniture and 
accessories are key - have a rummage around 
your local salvage market or antiques fair for 
original and eye-catching pieces. 


MATERIAL WORLD 

Weathered wood, cool metals and upcycled 
pieces create a well-worn, homely vibe. 
Exposed brickwork and pipework, which may 
once have been a home fashion faux pas, are 
now highly sought after. Good news if you have 
such elements, but potentially tricl<y and costly 
if you don’t. If uncovering years of paper and 
plasterboard doesn’t appeal, there are a range of 
fantastic wallpapers which replicate the look of 
brick, wood and many other textures. 

Another crucial part of industrial style is the 
lighting. Choose metal pendant fixtures, enamel 
shades or put the focus back on the bulb and 
keep them bare. There are a variety of quirky, 
decorative bulbs available to buy, which have 
shaped filaments designed to act as a feature, 
rather than just to illuminate your space. 
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GOLDEN Rules 


Interior stylist and designer 
Sophie Robinson shares her tips 
and ideas for creating the industrial 
look in your home: 

• Choose mineral hues for walls, such as 
shades of grey, inky blues, plaster pinks 
and greens. 

• Layer up the look with raw textures - 
think scaffold planks, concrete, exposed 
piping, bare brick and wooden floors. 

• Use metallic highlights to lift your 
scheme. Copper is the metal of choice at 
the moment, but chrome, brushed steel 
and brass are also good options. 

• Accessorise with an iconic bare Edison 
style light bulb or pendant lighting. You 
can find original pendant lights in 
reclamation stores or pick up good- 
quality replicas from the high street. 

• Contrast rough and smooth textures, for 
example, a luxe velvet sofa, a polished 
marble surface or a cut glass chandelier. 



SWATCH 

WATCH 

Colour your walls with 
one of these stylish hues 
from Ecos Paint, as 
a basis for your 
industrial themed decor. 
01524 852 371, 
ecospaints.com 


fI 


Artistic Blue 



Gynt 





INTERIORS 





Online Inspiration 

For more industrial style ideas, head to pinterest.com/periodideas and browse our latest board, where you’ll 
discover tons more ways to use this bold look in your interiors. 
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Site to see 

Since acquiring a neglected, 
overgrown allotment in 
2012, Rich and Nick have 
blogged about their outdoor 
experiences at 
twothirstygardeners.co.uk. 
Packed full of advice, you Ye 
sure to pick up a few tips 
you can use in your 
own garden. 






Spotty seat pad, £20; woven check thro^ 
£95; floral four-person hamper, £110, all 
Dickins & Jones at House of Fraser. 

0345 602 1073, houseoffraser.co.uk 





Bloom of the month 

LILY OF THE VALLEY 


dense clumps of lush green 
foliage. The cute little 
flowers will bloom in late 
spring, alongside bright 
orange berries. 

Looks can be deceiving 
so beware - the pretty plant 
is highly toxic, to defend 
itself against animal attacks. 
The stems, leaves, flowers 
and berries are all 
poisonous, and can cause 
blurred vision, vomiting, 
headaches and a whole host 
of other unwelcome and 
unpleasant symptoms. 


We take a closer look at the 
official flower for the 
month of May. 

Symbolising sweetness and 
humility, this low-growing 
woodland plant has white, 
bell-shaped flowers, and is 
found across Europe, Asia 
and North America. Its most 
notable feature is its delicate 
fragrance, which has inspired 
perfumiers in the creation of 
scents for centuries. 

It thrives in moist, 
shady spots, and will 
gradually spread to form 



Plant power 


Kew Gardens has revealed where its 
research will be focussed in coming years 

Plans include digitising its vast collection of 
plants and fungi, performing a health check 
of the world's flora and hosting an MSc 
course in taxonomy. During the last 255 
years, Kew has built up an extraordinary 
collection of dried and living plants, and the 
team at Kew is now considering how this 
fantastic resource can be used to address 
global questions, with a focus on climate 
change, food and fuel security, poverty, 
disease and ecological scarcity. As well as 
research, Kew is also planning some exciting 
new initiatives for the public, including 
a children's plant festival. 
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^Garden, 

Joumm 

The latest news, inspirational ideas and 
expert advice for your great outdoors 

SHOW TIME 

For cutting-edge gardening design, new plants and ideas aplenty, don’t 
miss this year’s edition of the world’s most prestigious planting event, 
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. Regular visitors will be pleased to 
know that Prince Harry’s charity, Sentebale, will be exhibiting a garden 
for the second time, designed by Matt Keightley, who was behind the 
Help For Heroes garden at last year’s show. There will also be 
collaborations from Laurent-Perrier and Chatsworth, marking the 
stately home’s debut at Chelsea. The show attracts over 150,000 people 
each year and tickets sell out quickly, so call 0844 338 7502 or visit 
rhs.org.uk now to purchase. 



Perfect 

performance 


Malce sure your garden 
furniture is equipped 
to handle the 
temperamental British 
weather with EXTEX 
fabric. This innovative 
material is made in 
Britain and combines 
a luxurious feel with advanced yarn technology, so it is water repellent, 
stain resistant, and machine washable. All of these qualities malce it the 
ideal choice for outdoor furniture, and will ensure that your exterior 
furnishings will last for many seasons to come. Seen here is Haze, a classic 
non-chenille plain cushion, available in azure, maize and steel, priced £72 
each, from LuxDeco. 020 3586 1536, luxdeco.com 


RETAIL THERAPY 


Bring the outdoors in with these pretty floral home accessories 



TAKE NOTE 

Keep track of your gardening calendar 
in this painterly journal, £9.95, 
Annabel James. 0845 548 0210, 
annabeljames.co.uk 




CUT A RUG 

Add a fancy touch to your 
flooring courtesy of a vibrant 
rug, from £815, Frith Rugs. 

0845 490 0600, frithrugs.co.uk 


FIT LIKE A GLOVE 

Make cooking a special occasion 
with a gorgeous oven glove, £12, 
Wealden Fairs. 01580 713 915, 
wealdenfairs.com 




TEA TIME 

The sunny hue of this Orla 
Kiely mug will certainly bring 
a smile to your lips, £9, 
One Brown Cow. 01980 626 
420, onebrowncow.co.uk 

VINTAGE STYLE 

Browse your seed catalogues in comfort 
on this pretty cushion, £98, Beaudesert 
Ltd. 0845 838 8720, beaudesert.co.uk 


BRANCHING Out 


Claire Holmes shares her tips on getting your plants out of the greenhouse and into the plot 



CLAIRE 

HOLMES 

is the acting 
editor of Grow 
Your Own. 

For more 
growing tips 
and ideas, pick 
up the next 
issue, on sale 
2nd April. 


EXPERT 

ADVICE 


WIN 

OVEit 

£7,000 


“The garden is bursting into life this month, and 
the sound of birds singing and bees buzzing will 
provide a wonderful backdrop to all of your jobs 
on the plot. Seeds will be slowly unfurling, 
young plants stretching into growth and fruit 
flowers blooming. 

There’s plenty of sowing, planting and 
general maintenance tasks to be getting on with, 
and some of us may even be enjoying the first 
asparagus spears or lettuce leaves of the season. 
One of the key jobs for many growers will be 
transplanting indoor-raised seedlings to the 
garden. This can be done when the risk of frost 
has fully passed (which is usually around mid- 
May), but only after you have acclimatised your 
seedlings to the outside world. These tender 


young plants will be so used to the warmth and 
protection of your kitchen windowsill or 
greenhouse that the cool temperature and harsh 
conditions outdoors can cause them to shrivel 
and wilt. Getting your plants used to their new 
surroundings is a process known as hardening 
off. Place them outside in a sheltered spot for 
a few hours a day, bringing them in at night 
when temperatures plummet. Slowly increase 
the time they are outside over a period of 10-14 
days, until they are ready to be left out all day 
and night. This procedure allows the waxy 
cuticle of the plant leaves to thicken and means 
that the sun and wind won’t have such an 
impact on their growth - and all your tender, 
loving care won’t have been in vain!” 
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ALBION 

Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory 



What makes an Albion Bath unique? 

Our exclusive Iso Enamel material creates a difference you can feel.... 


T ake a lt K>k at our hand niotle baths anti bathroom suites» b'tjrmulateti from (>ur 
unique Iso- Enamel material, an iMbinn bath has all the qiialides of cast inm but 
without tlie dravs lyacks. such as extreme weight and heat loss. With t>\ ei* 50 diffei'cnt 
m oriels to choose from. ell hd\'c yt jli spoilt for choice. Remember, its not just 
baths that wc ai'c kno^vn tor - chtxisc from classical or nifxlcm bathn>om a^llccdojis 
including taps, sho^\’ers and fine sanitan'\\'am. Your new hathrrxmi awaits. 


Request your broehure: 

Call 01255 831605 

or go to: www.al bionbathco.com 


Origtne single & double ended baths shown 






OUTDOOR IDEAS Summer splendour 



GARDEN GOSSIP 

Sarah Raven 


The queen bee of the British gardening scene reveals her planting 
advice for the month and shares a fantastic offer with you 


M ay is the month to sow two of my 
favourite plants - zinnias and 
basil. They find our grey skies and 
high levels of rainfall a challenge, but sown in 
the next couple of weeks, they will grow well. 
By now, the worst of the cold nights should be 
over and light intensities are rising by the day.' 

If it’s warm enough for you to be outside in the 
evening and into the night, it’s warm enough for 
zinnias and basil to be out there too. 

Zinnias famously hate root disturbance, so 
direct sow two or three seeds, into freely 
drained soil, 4-5 cm apart at 30cm spacing. 

Find them a sunny corner, and give them 
plenty of water, in the morning, not at night. 
They’re particularly prone to damping off and 
botrytis, from the moment of germination all 
the way through their life cycle. In a damp, cool 
year, with high air humidity, plants can get a 
plateau of mould which sits on the growth tip 
and rots down into the heart of the plant. You 


can use a fungicide such as Bordeaux mixture 
to prevent this, but full sun and good drainage 
at their roots will help. 

The same rules apply to basil, which is best 
sown in the next few weeks in a sunny spot 
with a fine tilth and good drainage. Basil likes its 
nights mild and its roots moist. Sow it at the 
same spacing as the zinnias and then thin out, 
so you end up with one plant every 30 cm or 
so. If you’re in a part of the country where 
supper outside is a once a year experience, 
then opt for the window-ledge, greenhouse or 
polytunnel instead. 

If you want to keep your plants growing 
quickly, keep them well-watered, again 
dousing them in the morning, not in the 
evening. If basil leaves are damp, slugs and 
snails ^vill have a great feast in the dark, so 
your plants are best left dry overnight. This will 
also help discourage basil’s tendency to 
succumb to mould. 


It’s also worth knowing how to pick basil 
leaves. Don’t just grab a handful - as you would 
with mint or parsley. Pick with scissors, cutting 
out whole sections of a plant to a pair of leaves 
lower down the stem. Cutting here will 
promote the formation of axillary buds. These 
will become the next generation of leaves for 
you to eat in a week or two. If you snip off the 
tips, you’re left with an ugly stump and mould 
is more likely to strike. This can then rot back 
dovm into the rest of the plant and kill it. A 
careful layered haircut is what is needed rather 
than a simple straight swipe. 

Sarah Raven has been running cooking, flower 
arranging, growing and gardening classes at 
her East Sussex farm since 1999, and has 
presented on BBC Gardeners World. She also 
has her own website, where you can purchase 
flowers, seeds, kits and view a full list of 
courses, sarahraven.com 


Reader offer 

Get 20% off Zinnia and Basil seeds, plus many other great varieties for sowing in May by visiting sarahraven.com and quoting offer code PD15MAY. 
Offer ends 31st May 2015. Offer is only valid online and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 20% discount can only be claimed against seeds. For full 
terms and conditions visit sarahraven.com/terms-and-conditions 


PERIOD IDEAS 17 




— Prestigious Textiles 
Tet: 01274 688448 • Email: mail@prestigious.co.uk 
www.prestigious.co.uk 







The Dorchester 
Collection 


FOLLOW US ON 



ESSE 

Period Ideas celebrates the best in British interiors 




hen it comes to cooking al fresco, splendid summer 
barbecues with succulent sausages and burgers sizzling 
on the grill are the first thing that come to mind. The only 
problem is having to wait for the warmer weather to come around, but 
thanlcs to ESSE, there’s no need to cease your outdoor activities when 
summer ends. The new Fire Stone stove will have you wining and 
dining in the elements all year round - whatever the weather or season. 

This outdoor oven is the latest innovation from master stove 
manufacturer, ESSE. The company has a rich history dating back to the 
19th century, when its founder, James Smith, was born. By the time 
James was 16, he had ten brothers and a sister to contend with, and was 
eager to embark on a career of his own. He moved to New York and 
gained an apprenticeship as a metal worker, which led him to set up his 
own business in Jackson, Mississippi in 1841. Years later, with a wife and 
five children of his own, James returned to Britain and brought his metal 
work company with him, making ESSE stoves. He introduced these 
new creations to the wealthy Victorian market in Edinburgh and the 
company soon grew to be a huge success, thanks in part to its on-trend 
French name. 

Today, the creators at ESSE are focussed on harnessing the power of 
wood-fired cooking in its products, believing strongly in the unique 
properties of this method. The Fire Stone is an outdoor wood-fired oven, 
with a 360 degree pivot feature that allows the orientation to be adjusted. 


even during use. It cooks delicious home-made pizzas in minutes, and is 
equally impressive at roasting, balcing, braising and chargrilling. It 
requires minimal maintenance and features a glazed door, so food can be 
observed during cooldng and air flow to the fire can be regulated. With 
the door closed, higher oven temperatures can be achieved, or you can 
keep the door open for less intense wood-fired cooking. 

Chef-patron, Nigel Haworth, is in no doubt about the extraordinary 
qualities it brings to the food. “Innovation is such a vital part of our 
whole approach to cooldng and it is very rare to find it from an oven 
manufacturer, so it’s really refreshing,” he says. “It may seem strange 
that chefs actually step out into the open to cook for diners in our 
restaurants, but it really does work. It’s not just thinldng outside the box, 
it’s thinldng outside the Idtchen,” continues Nigel. And he’s not the only 
chef to be talcen by this new device. Professional cooks at Northcote, the 
luxury hotel and restaurant in Lancashire, are using the oven as part of 
their top-notch food service, while every Kibble Valley Inn around the 
country now has one installed. 

ESSE’s outdoor oven is just one of a whole range of cookers and 
stoves that are hand-built at its factory in Barnoldswick, where 
traditional materials and craftsmanship are combined with modern 
technology for advanced safety and fuel-efficiency. With a Fire Stone 
from ESSE, you can indulge in food-fuelled festivities at any time of 
year, for a truly rich cooking experience. 



It’s not just thinking outside the box, it’s thinking outside the kitchen 
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here’s no doubt that 
Yorkshireman Adam 
Black, has retail in his 
blood. His grandfather, Peter 
Black, founded Peter Black 
Holdings in Keighley in the 
1940s, and this company 
became one of Britain’s largest 
suppliers of shoes, handbags 
and gift packs to Marks & 
Spencer, Tesco and Next. After a 
solid grounding in fashion retail, 
Adam has spent the past decade 
in interiors, setting up Feather & 
Black, a bedroom furniture 
retailer in 2001. His latest 
venture is Button & Sprung, 
which celebrated its first 
birthday last November. “My 
belief is that the alternative to 
Amazon and Ebay is the guy 
who is the very best at what he 
does,” he says. 

My favourite room is... 

my bedroom. We have a huge 
upholstered divan, with a 
luxurious mattress and there’s 
nothing quite like the feeling of 
climbing into a freshly made 
bed and settling in under our 
super-soft Hungarian 
goosedown duvet. 1 wish 1 
could bottle the moment. 

The thing I like best about my 
house is... 

the space. We are lucky enough 
to have a home with enough 
room to be able to find a quiet 
corner to read the papers in 
relative peace and quiet. 



AT HOME 
WITH... 

Adajn/ 'BtcuA 


The best advice I had 
was obsess about 
your customer, not 
your competition 


Although 1 work in the 
interiors industry, our home is 
very much my wife’s domain. 
She has a fabulous eye, a 
distinctive style and great taste. 

My inspiration comes from... 

all over the world. 1 love what 
some of the US brands are 
doing and 1 spend lots of time 
online researching new ideas. 
Trends tend to repeat 
themselves. When 1 first 
started out, the emerging trend 
was for Shaker style cabinets 
and 1 would look for 
inspiration in Heal’s back 
catalogues, from the 1920s and 
’30s, and at the National Art 
Library, in the V&A museum. 


When Tm at home I like to... 

listen to the sound of the sea. Our house is 
situated on the seafront and I believe there is 
something buried deep within an Englishman’s 
DNA that craves the sound of the waves and 
the feel of a sea breeze. 

My favourite place in Britain is... 

Yorkshire. 1 grew up in the Dales and if 1 was 
offered a weekend anywhere in the British Isles 
1 would head deep into James Herriot country. 



The secret of my success is... 

1 have always worked with 
products. 1 religiously ‘walk’ 
the shops, read all the glossy 
magazines and trawl websites. 
You get a good sense of how 
tastes change and the trick is 
to take your customers there 
at the right time. Too early and 
you’re ahead of them and they 
disconnect, too late and you’ve missed the boat. 

If I could make over anyone’s home in the 
world it would be... 

a large rock star residence in Mustique. A few 
months on site in the Caribbean looks very 
attractive right now. 

The current interiors trend I love most is... 

‘midcentury modern’. Thunderbirds meets The 
Graduate - what’s not to like? 


My favourite thing to cook is... 

Sunday brealcfast for my four boys, a full fry up! 
1 am much better at it than my wife, Louise, 
imagines and the boys enjoy it. It’s also a 
chance for Louise to have a lie-in. 

When Tm decorating a room I always... 

pay close attention to what Louise says. 


Susan Dickerson meets 
Britain’s bedroom guru, the 
co-founder of the up and 
coming new business 
Button & Sprung 


I think the next interiors trend will be... 

bright colour, bold fabric and dramatic textured 
opulence. 

Treat your bedroom to a great new look. Get in 
touch with Adam’s team on 03333 201 801 or 
click on buttonandsprung.com 
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20% OFF All Ella Claire Modern Rugs 


Offers available online or 
instore from Thursday 2nd 
until Sunday 19th April 2015 


20% OFF All Afghan Rugs 


^50% OFF 100’s of Very Large Rugs 



frithR igs 


Ridings Park, Eastern Way, 
Hawks Green, Cannock, 

Staffordshire WS11 7FJ 


Over 30,000 rugs & 
large rugs in stock 



0845 4 900 600 

Open: Mon-Sat: 10.00-5.00, 
ThufS: 10.00-8.00 Sun: 10.00-4.00 

FiithRu^ is 3 frademark d CH Frith (Boddwyddani Ltd 



Kaydon House, Kinmel Park, 
Bodelwyddan, Denbighshire, North 
Wales LL18 STY 







TOWER TRANSFORMATION 



Angela and John Goodwin found their dream home 
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HISTORY 

in a hill-top village in the south of France 

Words AAANDI MILLER/CHILLI MEDIA Photography ASHLEY MORRISON/CHILLI MEDIA 


PERIOD IDEAS 23 



¥ 

T 



1 






' 

r 1 

1 j 



f 




1 

1 


Above Angela 
combined neutral 
tones with rustic 
outdoor textures, 
such as the large 
stone fireplace and 
natural wooden 
beams in the center 
of the living room. 


A top the rolling hills of Cordes sur Ciel, in the Tarn 

region of France, sits an elegant 15th century manor 
house. Centuries ago, this French village was 
unrecognisable as the stunning rural retreat it is today, 
suffering the impacts of national warfare and political turmoil. 
But with its troubled past far behind it, John and Angela were 
able to immerse themselves in the French way of life and 
malce their retirement dream a reality. 

As they began researching the area, the couple became 
fascinated by the rich history of the village and were thrilled to 
discover that its hospitable culture was a long-standing trait. 
Cordes sur Ciel was founded in 1222 during the turbulent 
years of the Albigensian Crusade, by Count Raymond of 
Toulouse. Originally, the village functioned as a bastide 
- a place to shelter people who were displaced by the ongoing 
war. The village was built to protect people from conflict, and 
it was these intrinsic cultural values that appealed to John and 
Angela when they decided to relocate here. 


WARM WELCOME 

With such a colourful past, it’s no surprise that the village is 
brimming with tall tales and legendary stories. One such fable 
goes that damsel in distress. Dame de Magot, was imprisoned 
by her wicked husband, Baron de Magot, for having an affair 
with a dashing young captain. Trapped in a nearby dungeon, 
the captain valiantly escaped and rescued the dame in true 
fairy-tale style. But this iconic story isn’t the only relic residing 
in the village. Original architecture still remains thanks to the 
local artisans who worked painstakingly to restore and 
maintain it, providing a unique snapshot into medieval life. 

The friendly residents and imaginative tales enriched John 
and Angela’s experience of relocating. A far cry from the 
danger and dungeons of the past, the village is now a sunny 
haven for the Goodwins and locals alike. “Historically, it is 
very important, with a long legacy of surrounding fortified 
villages and Les Chateaux,” says Angela, who was enchanted 
by the property and its detailed past. In keeping with the 
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Below The 

wonderful refectory- 
style table and 
wall units were 
made by a local 
craftsman, who was 
able to capture 
the style of the 
property perfectly. 


Left The bespoke 
kitchen was made 
locally to fit the 
unusual circular 
contours of the 
tower. Although 
small, it’s designed to 
maximise storage 
and be user friendly. 


tt 
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REAL HOMES Medieval makeover 



The couple became fascinated by the 
rich history of the village and were 
thrilled to discover its hospitable culture 



village’s protective forebears, they were welcomed with open 
arms by the community, which resulted in a special 
appointment for Angela. “Our niece came over here to get 
married,” she explains, “And 1 was made mayor so I could 
carry out the ceremony!” It was this unique hospitality that 
helped the Goodwins settle into the community with ease, and 
made it feel like home. “There’s a wonderful sense of 
neighbourliness, and we really appreciate it,” says Angela. “It 
helped us to integrate ourselves very quickly.” 

John and Angela weren’t entirely new to France, which 
resulted in a seamlessly smooth transition into the village, but 
navigating the in-depth French legislation turned out to be 
tricky. “The first thing we had to do was plough through the 
legal system to buy the property in the first place,” tells Angela. 
“Once you agree a price with the vendor, a solicitor or 
'Notaire’ will draw up a legally binding contract which both 
parties sign. Unlike in the UK, professional surveys of the 
condition of the property are unusual.” And the differences 
didn’t end there. “Contractual matters are carried out by the 
Notaire, who is not appointed to act for either party in the 
transaction. They’re a public official who works for the State 
and malces sure the transaction is carried out legally and 
accurately. Using the Notaire means the transaction can’t 
be contested.” 
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MAGICAL MAKEOVER 

Once the complex legal procedures were complete, the couple 
turned their attention to the property itself and were delighted 
to discover that no gruelling construction work was needed. 
They had fully renovated their previous homes, but with this 
historic house, it was all about the interiors. “Our three homes 
prior to this were in France and Devon, and had been major 
projects,” Angela reveals. “We’ve always really enjoyed the 
challenge of doing up a property, but once we fell in love with 
this quaint little medieval hill-town, we knew that this was 
where our next move would take us.” The allure of the 
property, the place and the pleasure of decorating proved 
irresistible, and with many original features still in tact, the 
building possessed a strong historical charm. It was full of 
bare brickwork and original wooden structures, ideal for 
a rustic scheme, so Angela knew exactly what she wanted in 
terms of the interiors. “Cool contemporary just wouldn’t work 
- the tower house wouldn’t have lent itself well to this style,” 
she says, “It exudes a warmth of its own and we wanted to 
capture that - with all the added benefits of our 21st century 
comforts, that is!” 

Despite choosing a path they weren’t entirely familiar 
with, the Goodwins are certain that they made the right choice 
with this unusual property. “If we’d seen it before its 


refurbishment, we might have thought it too big a job and 
missed the opportunity to live in such a wonderful old 
building,” says Angela. With plans to convert the outbuilding 
into a courtyard, the Goodwins adore not just their home, but 
the wonderful way of life they have adopted. “We just want to 
enjoy our retirement, immerse ourselves in this wonderful 
culture and live the dream I suppose!” says Angela, which is 
precisely what they are doing. 


Local lessons 

Relocating to a new country can be daunting, 
particularly in terms of the legislation. One way to 
help yourself and your legal representative is to ask 
local artisans to give an opinion on the condition of 
your property, and quotations for any work needed. 
This investigative research will give you an in-depth 
knowledge of the property, as it is unlikely you'll get 
a detailed report as you would in the UK. You can 
then sign your agreement, which is binding for both 
parties, fully aware of what you're getting into. 




Period 
Ideas says 


Exposed brick 

can be a beautiful 
and authentic 
feature of 
a property, and can 
give great scope 
when decorating. 
Painting these 
natural textures, for 
instance, is a great 
way to freshen up 
your scheme and 
bring a burst of 
colour into your 
home, without 
losing that shabby 
chic effect. 







NEW SEASON'S 
COLLECTIONS 
OUT NOW 


MAKE IT 

HILLARYS. 


MADE TO MEASURE BLINDS 
CURTAINS & SHUTTERS 


EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY. OUTSTANDING CHOICE, UNRIVALLED SERVICE 


HILLARYS 

Make a window, Make a room. 


TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT OR TO 
REQUEST A BROCHURE CALL 0800 916 6503 
OR VISIT H1LLARYS.CO.uk 

CALL US FROM 8.30AM-9PM WEEKDAYS 9AM-5PM WEEKENDS 






PROMOTION The Wildlife llvsts 





CIJ 


pay WILD LIFE 

> ' Moira 68, NottinghamsHire • • 






has been eT^oying Attenborough nature reserve for more than 40 years. 

' It's part of her family story. Ajnd by leaving a gift in her will to Nottinghamshire 

Wildlife Trust, Moira is confident that Attenbdrdugh will continue to create 
stories for future generations to enjoy. 

A gift in your will could help nature and peoiy^or years to come; 
wildlifiefrusts.org/legacy 


THE»1 11 * 


TRUSTS 
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Living the dream 

Georgina and Tim Mucklow-Davis loved redecorating 
their holiday home in sympathetic, Provengal style. 

Words RENEE PAT GARRATT/CHILL MEDIA Photography DAVID GILES/CHILLI MEDIA 
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Above Georgina’s 
home combines the 
W best of French style 

i and English comfort, 

^ creating a relaxing 

and stylish retreat for 
family and friends. 
The Mucklow-Davis 
family also enjoy the 
Cotswolds at home. 


A lthough we know that every cloud has a silver lining, 
sometimes we need to be creative when looldng for 
it, as Georgina Mucldow-Davis can testify. When her 
painful back put paid to her skiing days, she and husband, Tim, 
decided to sell their Swiss apartment and look for a holiday 
home in the south of France. “Tim had always fancied the idea 
but 1 couldn’t get excited about it,” says Georgina, who is based 
in Westmancote, Gloucestershire with her family. 

She decided to humour her husband, who runs a software 
company, and agreed to look at properties along the 
Mediterranean coast, starting in Provence. “On our last day of 
viewings, we were exhausted,” she remembers. “An old wine 
malcer’s house in the little village of St Marcel sur Aude, near 
Narbonne in Languedoc, came up but it didn’t appeal to Tim, 


who wanted somewhere more isolated. 1 said we must look at 
everything and I’m delighted we did, because as soon as we 
walked in, we both knew that this was it. We put in an offer 
on the 18th century townhouse immediately.” 

“The atmosphere in the house was so welcoming that I felt 
I had just walked into my own home,” Georgina explains. “It 
had been in the same family for 200 years so they were 
delighted that it was another family buying it.” The couple 
have five children between them, including their own son, 
Sam, aged 12, who often brings his friend and Georgina’s 
godson, Harry, aged 10, on holiday. “We all get on famously, so 
we wanted somewhere big enough to sleep everyone in 
comfort,” Georgina explains. “As a bonus, they all took turns 
coming here to help with the decorating.” 
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REAL HOMES French townhouse 



ALL CHANGE 

“The whole house, which we bought furnished, was painted 
a sunshine yellow inside,” she remembers. “And some of the 
furniture was very dark and ornate.” They decided to keep 
a couple of the beds and pretty armoires, which perfectly 
suited Georgina’s taste, but sold the other pieces to a local 
antiques dealer. A more serious concern for the family was 
the state of the kitchen and bathrooms. 

The kitchen had no windows; it only had a glazed door,” 
says Georgina. “So we put in new windows. Amazingly, the 
units were fine, so we just painted them and changed the 
handles, and we also replaced the cooker. One day we plan to 
re-do the kitchen completely and install something more 
contemporary, but in the meantime, 1 love the large, larder 
cupboard we have in there. 1 found it in Tewkesbury and 
knew it was perfect for that spot. Once painted, it now looks 
as if it had always been there.” Today, the kitchen is cool and 
spacious with a high ceiling and white painted cabinetry. 


The blue and white splashback tiles came with the original 
kitchen but Georgina installed some new ones behind the 
cooker to malce a pretty focal point. 

Georgina also added two bathrooms upstairs, using a 
cave-like space that had been kept for wine-making. All the 
fittings were brought over from England, together with a 
trusted plumber-cum-builder who stayed in the property 
while doing all the major renovation work, so that the five- 
bedroom house was fit for purpose. 

Much of the furniture that was needed to top up the 
existing pieces was ferried over from the UK with the help of 
family members with vans. Georgina found several great buys 
on e-bay, including the dining room suite. Her local antiques 
shops in Tewkesbury also came up trumps, providing chairs 
and chests that fitted perfectly into the traditional French 
home. “1 didn’t talce measurements but furnished every room 
in the house from memory,” says Georgina. “It worked out 
very well.” 


Above The lovely 
combination of 
shapes and colour in 
the living room 
makes it the perfect 
place to read a book 
or curl up with some 
four-legged friends. 
Coloured glassware 
is a particular nice 
touch on the shelves. 
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When you are eating 
or sunbathing outside, 
the scent of lavender 
is absolutely gorgeous 
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POOLING RESOURCES 

Outside, Georgina’s priority was the creation of a swimming 
pool as there was plenty of space on the two acres of land 
behind the house. Georgina and Tim designed the pool, 
ensuring there was plenty of sunbathing space and sweet- 
smelling lavender, jasmine and roses around the sides, while a 
local pool company did the excavation and installation. “When 
we are eating or sunbathing outside, the scent of lavender is 
gorgeous,” says Georgina. 

When the family arrives on holiday, a familiar pattern of 
activity begins. “I get up early to buy the bread and croissants 
at the bakery,” says Georgina. “Brealcfast is on the terrace then 
it’s off to the supermarket to shop for lunch and supper. 1 love 
cooking. It’s fairly full-on but I malce sure there is time to relax 
by the pool, go to the beach or try trout fishing in the local 
river. And we always love visiting the amazing walled town of 
Garcassonne. There’s something here for everyone to enjoy.” 


INSIDE KNOWLEDGE 


Look before you leap if you are tempted to buy a holiday 
home aboard. Be prepared for culture shock as well as 
different ways of doing business and managing money 


I like to find a colour scheme that is 
pleasing to the eye and relaxing but 
still has vibrancy 


Managing a second property can be challenging, especially 
when it comes to maintenance. Georgina says, "Always get more 
than one quote for any work that is required. We needed two 
trees cutting back. Our first quote was for 4,000 euros! We were 
told that this was a normal price for the area. Our final quote 
was for 995 euros!" 

The Mucklow-Davis house can be rented when the fami!y is 
not there. !f you are interested click on ieparo-france.weebly.Gom 
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CATCHPOLE 8c RYE 

KENT ENGLAND 



Showrooms London 

Chelsea Walk 282-284 Fulham Road 
SWIO 9EW T. +44 (0)207 351 0940 
sales@catchpoleandrye.com 


Showrooms Csf Workshops Kent 
Saracens Dairy Pluckley Road Pluckley 
TN27 OSA T. +44 (0)1233 840 840 
www.catchpoleandrye.com 



COMPETITION Spring refresh 



WIN 


£2,000 

to spend 

1 


TV . 


from internationally recognised brands such as 
Jensen, ercol and Natuzzi. The buyers at 
Furniture Village travel the world to find the 
best new furniture in every style, and they also 
commission exclusive pieces in order to 
provide you with a wealth of choice. With 
a huge selection of rugs, lamps and cushions, 
you’ll find everything you need to style your 
home exactly as you want it. 

Locate your nearest store by calling 
0800 783 0830, or browse the full range at 
furniturevillage.co.uk 


EXCLUSIVE 

Furnish your dreams 


Win £2,000 to spend at Furniture Village and 
update your home for the season ahead 


N ow that spring is in full swing, 

longer and lighter days are here to 
stay. This is the time when colour 
comes alive, as the world outside erupts with 
beautiful blooms and the sun casts 
a radiant glow over everything. 

Bring the vibrant hues of the 
outside world into your home 
to invigorate your decor and 
breathe new life into tired 
schemes. Opt for warm 
tones and soft pastels to 
create a calming and elegant 
interior, or decorate with 
bright shades and bold 
patterns to malce a statement. 

It’s easy to revitalise your 
home with the vast selection of 
living, dining and bedroom pieces at 
Furniture Village. The company has 
something for everyone, whether you like to 
stay on top of the trends or prefer to stick with 
well-loved classics. 

STYLE GUIDE 

Furniture Village is delighted to offer Period 
Ideas readers the chance to win a voucher 
worth £2,000, to spend in any of its 40 stores 


nationwide. A team of highly-experienced and 
well-trained staff will be on hand to assist you 
with your purchase, and help you to 
understand which of the latest trends and 
newest ranges will work in your 
home. Or, you can head online to 
the Furniture Village website 
and browse the huge array of 
fabulous furniture. Whether 
you’re hoping to revamp 
your living room, dining 
room or bedroom, the site 
will help you to pinpoint 
a look which will work for 
your home, and direct you to 
furniture and accessories to 
recreate the scheme in your 
own home. 

GOING GLOBAL 

Since Furniture Village first opened its doors in 
Abingdon in 1989, this family-run business has 
upheld its founding philosophy to offer top 
quality products, great value, and excellent 
customer service. Now firmly established as 
the country’s number one independently- 
owned furniture retailer, you’ll discover a huge 
range of inspirational, high-quality furniture. 


Revitalise 
your home 
with the vast 
selection of 
stylish pieces 
at Furniture 
Village 


How to enter 

For the chance to win this 
incredible prize, turn to page 138 
or head to periodideas.com and 
answer the following question: 

Q Where was the first 
Furniture Village 
store opened? 

A Banbury B Abingdon C Didcot 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

One prize is set for a £2,000 voucher to spend at 
Furniture Village. The voucher can be redeemed in all 
Furniture Village stores from 16th May to 31st August 
2015. The voucher cannot be used in conjunction with 
any other offers. No cash alternative is available. The 
decision of the judge is final. 

CLOSING DATE: 8th May 201 5 
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REAL HOMES Georgian grandeur 


TIMELESS ELEGANCE 

Strike 

A BALANCE 

Lucy Hodgson found a happy medium hetvueen her personal taste and the 
original style of her period property to create a fabulous apartment 

Words SHARON SMITH/CHILLI MEDIA Photography DAVID GILES/CHILLI MEDIA 


W e can spend years dreaming about our ideal 
home, tirelessly planning how we would like 
our future property to look. However, despite 
the best-laid plans, sometimes a house which is completely 
different from what we had in mind captures our attention. 
This is exactly what happened to Lucy Hodgson, who had 
always had her sights set on a period cottage full of character 
and charm. She now resides in a spacious, three-bedroom 
apartment in a converted Georgian asylum. “After seeing the 
estate agent’s pictures of the property, 1 was immediately 
struck by its grandeur and beauty,” she explains. “When 
1 came for a viewing, it certainly lived up to its billing. 

1 especially loved its high ceilings, big windows and generous- 
sized rooms, which were flooded with light. And 1 have 
always been a fan of Georgian style.” 

As well as admiring the historic architecture, Lucy also 
appreciated the sympathetic restoration that had talcen place. 
Many of the period features had been restored to their former 
glory, or added by the developers when they converted it 
back in 2001. “It had been very sympathetically done, which 
I liked,” says Lucy. “For example, the two bathrooms’ fittings 
are in a period style and the kitchen is in a traditional solid 
cherry wood. This meant that I didn’t need to do any work to 
the kitchen and bathrooms, so I could spend more money on 
accessories, furniture and paintwork, to create something 
truly amazing. I am a headhunter by profession, but I’ve 
always had a secret passion for interior design, so it was right 
up my street.” 

Not only did the property possess impressive interiors, it 
was also in a stunning location. “You can see right across the 
Kent Weald from the living room windows,” Lucy explains. 

“It’s such a beautiful building and the grounds are so peaceful 
and serene. After doing some research on its history, 

I discovered that it was an asylum many years ago. Patients 
were brought here to be cured, and I can definitely understand 
why the doctors felt that this lovely, tranquil location would 
help with that.” 


NEUTRAL BUT NICE 

When Lucy moved into the apartment in May 2007, she was 
hesitant to make any radical changes to the decor. While she 
wasn’t a huge fan of the multi-hued sitting room - with its 
bold colour combination of orange and lilac - or the dark 
brown walls in the master bedroom and kitchen, she decided 
to leave them for a year before deciding what shades to 
redecorate with. “I think it is important to get the feel of 
a place before changing it - to see how the light falls, how 
each room looks at different times of the day and how the 
changing seasons have an effect on the interiors,” she explains. 


Right In the living 
room, Lucy used 
accessories to bring 
colour into the space. 
She re-covered the 
cushions in a floral 
fabric by Osborne 
& Little, which is 
actually from an old 
pair of curtains. 
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I was immediately struck by the 
grandeur and beauty of the building 
and 1 especially loved its high ceilings 
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REAL HOMES Georgian grandeur 



TALKING SHOP 

Headhunter by day, bargain hunter 
by night, Lucy reveals her tips for 
sourcing the best-priced pieces. 

• Wherever you go, make a little 
more time to hunt down things 
for your house. I am always on 
the lookout for bargains. 1 also 
swap furniture and items with 
friends. If someone is moving 
house, ask them if there is 
anything they don’t want to take 
with them. 

• Shop all over the place. I prefer 
dusty little shops down back 
streets, where you can root 
around. You never quite know 
what you’ll discover there. 

• My best bargain is our Parker 
Knoll wing chair. I bought it for 
£50 in a local house clearance 
shop. It was in a sorry state - 

I put it in the spare room and it 
stank the whole apartment out! 
After it was thoroughly aired 
I re-covered it in Designers 
Guild fabric. 
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CHESTERFIELDS DIRECT 

LANCASHIRE - ENGLAND 



The Chamberlain 


The latest addition to our online range of Chesterfield sofas 


^ nf 

Traditional handmade English furniture 

Chesterfield Sofas - Office Furniture - Occasional Office Chairs - Bespoke 


CALL 01706 853636 or SHOP ONLINE 


www.chesterfieldsdirect.co.uk 




Fine Cabinetry 




Timeless pieces of beautiful hand crafted 
free-standing and fuUy fitted furniture. 

01433 651155 
info@johngeorgecabinetry.co.uk 

www.johngeorgecabinetry.co.uk 

The Riverside, Castleton Rd, Hathersage, 
Derbyshire, S32 1EG 










T 


'^S organic PAIN'5^ - 

^9shion for your Hom^ 
^^ Q^paints.cnm 01524 85237^ . 


ECOS ORGANIC PAINTS* 


mineral earth pigments 
- for unrivalled quality and colour - 
ecospaints.com 01524 852371 





I ■ I 

COASTAL STONE LTD 


WWW. coastal sto n e .CO. u k 
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standard home insurance often fails to provide the cover you need Speak with our specialist team 

for your property and contents. To ensure your buildings, personal to discuss your insurance needs, 

possessions, jewellery and antiques are covered correctly you 

require a tailor made insurance policy. 0845 371 1478 

We will assign a dedicated account manager to handle your www.pre5tigehomequote.co.uk 

home insurance requirements. 


Flint 

Flint Private Clients is 3 trading style of Flint Group Insurance who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (304868)^ 





REAL HOMES Georgian grandeur 




Below The kitchen 
has been painted in 
Farrow & Ball’s 
Lamp Room Gray. 
This lighter tone was 
carefully chosen to 
contrast with the 
dining area and also 
to offset the rich 
tones of the solid 
cherry wood units. 


FAMILY TREASURES 

Lucy quickly realised that most of the 
furniture she had brought with her from 
her previous house was too modern for the 
apartment, so she sold and gave items 
away to friends and family, in order to 
make way for new pieces that were more 
in keeping with the decor. “Many of the 
family heirlooms 1 had accumulated over 
the years went perfectly with the period of 
the house, such as a chest of drawers 
which once belonged to my grandparents. 

It started out two drawers higher but my 
gran was only 4ft 11” and couldn’t reach the 
top drawers, so my granddad lopped them 
off! It now resides in my sitting room,” 
laughs Lucy. The coffee table in the lounge 
is another period piece, having originally 
been a George IV dining table. 

Lucy then set about introducing colour 
into the rest of the rooms. In the 
kitchen/diner, she distinguished the 
different areas by using two separate colour 



As well as living with decor that wasn’t quite to her taste, 
Lucy also found she had to compromise her personal style to 
accommodate the property’s age. However, as the Georgian 
feel was one of the key reasons why she bought the 
apartment, she was only too happy to make a concession. 

“1 realised that the colour palette and the furnishings would 
have to be more restrained than my usual tastes,” she says. 

“1 had all of the walls in the apartment painted in a neutral 
shade, so 1 could start with a completely blank canvas.” 

She retained the neutral decor in the sitting room, partly 
out of deference to the high-ceilinged, 
period elegance, but also because she 
wanted to recreate the tranquility of the 
location. “1 chose Timeless by Dulux for the 
walls because 1 wanted this room to be my 
calm oasis; a place to relax. 1 kept the 
background fairly plain and have brought in 
colour and interest through the use of 
furnishings and furniture.” 


PERIOD IDEAS 43 







REAL HOMES Georgian grandeur 







schemes. In each of the bedrooms, she papered one wall as 
a feature then blended in the rest of the furnishings to match. 

In achieving a balance between her personal taste for 
bright hues and the age of the building, Lucy admits the result 
is different to her usual style. “It is far more glamorous than Fd 
originally intended,” she admits. “Fm a t-shirt and jeans girl, so 
when friends and family visited for the first time, they’d walk 
into the sitting room, stop and stare and say, ‘Wow, this is 
amazing, did you really do this?!’ But it feels right for the 
apartment and while it is very sophisticated, it’s still a warm 
and friendly haven, where we can all relax.” 


I think it is important to 
get the feel of a place, to 
see how the light falls and 
how each room looks at 
different times of the day 


Right Lucy wanted to 
create a Thirties feel in 
the master bedroom 
and the painted pine 
chest of drawers, 
which doubles up as 
a dressing table, 
completes the look. 

She covered the wall 
above the bed with 
Laura Ashley Lilac Eau 
De Nil floral wallpaper. 
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THE NEW 2015 HENRY 

CAN SERIOUSLY 

IMPROVE 

YOUR CLEANING 




So much more than just a smiley face! 

Today's Henry is better than ever... 
offering the very best in energy savings 
with the same professional results. 

Henry's cable and storage rewind system is a 
work of art, trouble free and spring free, 
it keeps everything neat and tidy. Professional 
specification brings a 10m power cable and 
9L drum capacity, keeping you cleaning for 
longer. When he's finished Henry packs away 
nicely with on-board wand and floor-tool 
storage. 


Numatic 


T 


m www.numatic.de www.numatic.ch W www.numatic.fr ^ www.numatic.nl Sl www.numatic.co.za 

www.numatic.co.uk Numatic International Limited, Chard, Somerset, TA20 2GB. Tel:01460 68600 






Grass ROOTS 

We discover the benefits of bamboo flooring and 
reveal why it is an ideal choice for your home 


PROMOTION The Bamboo Flooring Company 


Floors TO ADORE 

Call 0116 274 1050 for more information or browse the wide range of bamboo flooring and flooring accessories at 
bambooflooringcompany.com, where youll also find handy measuring guides. 


W hile some people crave the 
luxurious feel of a heavy pile 
underfoot, bamboo flooring is 
becoming increasingly popular among many 
home owners. As well as being timeless in 
appearance and complementing almost all decor 
schemes, it is also much easier to maintain than 
carpet, and can be kept clean and stain-free 
with minimal effort. 

If your home doesn’t boast original flooring 
but you’re keen to update this important 
element, consider bamboo flooring. The Bamboo 
Flooring Company offers a wide range of 
options to suit any interior style. All three types 
of its bamboo flooring (vertical, horizontal and 
strand woven) are available in either solid 
bamboo or an engineered bamboo format, 
which is constructed from two different layers. 
In addition to this, there are two main colours to 
choose from - natural and carbonised, which is 
a warmer, richer hue. 

Bamboo is a durable alternative to traditional 
wooden flooring, thanks to having a higher fibre 
rating than any type of wood. For example, 
strand woven bamboo is over twice as strong as 
oalc, malcing it exceptionally hard-wearing. 


Uniclic bamboo flooring can be used with 
underfloor heating, fitted in rooms with 
fluctuating temperatures and humidity and 
installed on almost any subfloor. As well as this, 
bamboo is on average a third cheaper than other 
varieties of hardwood floor, malcing it a cost- 
effective update for your home. 

PURE AND SIMPLE 

When it comes to laying new flooring or indeed, 
any home renovation, you may be concerned 
that the work might be inconvenient or difficult. 
Thanlcfully that’s not the case with bamboo 
flooring, which can be installed in a number of 
different ways, depending on your 
requirements. Whether you’re floating it over an 
underlay, gluing it down with a flexible floor 
adhesive or using secret nails to secure it, the 
choice of a click fitting system or tongue and 
groove option malces installation 
straightforward and super quick. 

Once your floor is in place, you don’t need to 
worry about maintenance. Simply sweep it with 
a soft brush and clean using a PH neutral 
wooden floor cleaner and microfibre cloth 
regularly. Damage and scratches can be 


prevented by remembering to remove your 
shoes when you enter your house, and fixing 
anti-scratch felt pads to the bottom of furniture. 

ECO-FRIENDLY FLOORING 

Another benefit of bamboo is its sustainability. 
The highly renewable grass can grow to 
maturity within five years, whereas hardwood 
trees can take over twenty five years to do so. 
Bamboo doesn’t need to be re-planted like trees 
either, as the grass root continues to grow once 
it has been harvested. To ensure the bamboo 
flooring that you choose is truly eco-friendly, 
look out for products with 100% FSC (Forest 
Stewardship Council) certification, as this 
guarantees that the materials come from 
responsibly managed forests. 

As hayfever season approaches, sufferers of 
this irritating condition will be preparing for 
a rise in levels of allergens. Bamboo floors can 
improve life for people with allergies, as this 
type of flooring won’t collect dust in the way 
that carpets can. It is also resistant to the mould 
and mildew which can grow in deep pile 
carpets, ensuring you don’t have to worry about 
any nasty spores in your abode. 
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LONDON LIVING 

ATTENTION 
TO DETAIL 

Debs and Nick Henderson used a 
Scandinavian colour palette to 
transform their property into a light 
and breezy family home 

Words ELIZABETH WHITING 
Photography SPIKE POWELL 
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REAL HOMES Victorian chic 



Left A Gustavian 
clock in the dining 
room is a charming 
way to keep track of 
the time. The simple 
white chair covers 
give a romantic feel 
to family dinner 
times. Shutters 
provide privacy in 
the kitchen and 
shade the hot sun. 


D ebs and Nick Henderson instantly fell in love with 
the Victorian terrace in Clapham Common that 
they now call home. Debs reveals they were 
drawn to the size and layout of the house because “some 
London properties can be so formal and impersonal,” and they 
knew it would be an ideal family base. The five- bedroom 
house features two bathrooms and a playroom, ideal for 
a busy and fun family life. Since moving in, the look has 
evolved and now revolves around life with their three 
children; Joshua, aged eight, Jake, six and Gracie, two. 

When the couple first bought the house, it was smartly 
decorated, but in dark colours with plenty of patterned 
wallpaper. This did not reflect their taste at all - and so the 
dark wallpapers were stripped and a mahogany fireplace was 
ripped out and updated with an elegant, pale grey stone 
design. But these were just the first few steps in the couple’s 
move to completely change the appearance and ambience of 
their new home. 


While Nick went to work in the City each day. Debs was 
thrilled to take up the challenge of renovating their home. 
Having never done up a house before, she started with a blank 
canvas. She spent many happy hours flicking through glossy 
interiors magazines and browsing shops with a fervour. 
Through this process she discovered that she had an eye for 
detail and a flair for design. “I really enjoyed going around the 
shops and picking up different ideas. Finding out what you do 
and do not like is a slow process but it is worth it. You have to 
be prepared to wait until you find exactly the right piece that 
will catch your eye and inspire you,” she says. 

COMPLETE UPDATE 

The property has gone through a complete cosmetic 
transformation and has emerged as a family-friendly, yet 
sophisticated home. The first step of the overhaul was to have 
the whole house repainted. “I prefer lighter colours and a plain 
neutral canvas to which you can add pattern and colour in 
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THE POWER OF PASTELS 

Add interest and subtle colours to a room by 
using pastel tones and accessories 

Be inspired by Debs and Nick and use delicate hues to lift 
your rooms. Pastel blues, soft pinlcs and gentle greys will 
complement a neutral colour scheme without 
overpowering to provide a homely and comforting feel. 
Keep your accessories to a minimum for pared back chic 
and avoid clutter. Opt for plenty of fresh flowers to draw 
the eye to key areas of the room. 




historic breadth and sticking to sleek and simple lines has also 
paid off, as every room has a sense of ordered tranquillity, as 
well as feeling uncluttered. “Knowing what you like, and not 
getting thrown off your vision is really important,” she says. 

“It is easy to get distracted in a shop packed full of really 
lovely things, but you have to know what you like and keep 
your style firmly in the front of your mind.” 

Creating a focal point to each room became an important 
priority in Debs’ furnishing plans. Using a fireplace, oversized 
mirror or simply a large beautiful piece of furniture gives each 
a room a necessary focus which is much appreciated by all 
visitors to the Henderson’s house. Her vision has come to life 
thanks to the financial backing of her husband Nick. “He is 
always enthusiastic and happy to let me have my way while 
he picks up the bills,” she says. “He is just incredibly 
appreciative and generous. We both love the light and the 
space as well as the lovely vistas. We are truly blessed.” 


Above Delicate rose 
prints in the master 
bedroom tone well 
with soft brown 
checks and gently 
distressed furniture. 
Silverware in simple 
shapes is another 
clever way to add 
subtle interest. 


l. Q 


small doses,” Debs continues. “Sometimes just a bunch of 
flowers is enough.” She decided to opt for a subtle colour 
scheme, based on a gentle Scandinavian palette of creams, 
greys and white. However, one colour definitely did not make 
the cut. “1 realised 1 do not like yellow at all, so it doesn’t 
feature anywhere in my house,” she says. 


PRACTICAL PLEASURES 

Although Debs was enjoying her research and shopping trips, 
she also knew she had some practical jobs to tick off on her 
renovation to-do list. All floor coverings were changed, apart 
from in the hallway, where the Hendersons were lucky 
enough to have inherited Victorian tiles in remarkably good 
condition. Wood floors were laid on the ground level and floor 
boards in the kitchen painted a crisp white. The rest of the 
house was covered in a pale cream ribbed carpet. “In 
hindsight, the cream carpet was not the most practical idea. 

1 just have to have it professionally cleaned periodically, but 1 
do not regret my choice as it amplifies light in all the upstairs 
rooms, and light is what 1 wanted,” Debs says. 

Once the dust from the renovation had settled. Debs 
directed her efforts to the windows. Some sophisticated wide- 
slatted white shutters were installed throughout the house, 
creating a fresh and relaxed New England look, as well as 
filtering the light. 

With the practical and messy jobs out of the way. Debs 
and Nick began their search for painted furniture, crystal 
chandeliers, mirrors and other treasures that would reflect 
their tastes and personalities. Although the process has talcen 
years to complete, as Debs points out: “That is the nature of 
doing up houses. You have to be patient and these things are 
not cheap.” Mixing old and new shapes gives the house 


PERIOD IDEAS 53 



GIVEAWAYS Fantastic prizes 



Swanning around 

Win a luxurious spa break for two 
at the iconic Swan hotel! 


Whether you’re looking for a break from the 
daily grind, or just a change of scenery, this 
century-old hotel is the perfect retreat. Its 15th 
century exterior oozes comfort, while there are 
cosy open fires to greet you indoors - so you’re 
guaranteed a warm welcome. 

The newly opened Weavers’ House Spa 
offers over 30 facial and body treatments and 
features the exceptional Temple Spa range of 


products, as well as providing bespoke day 
packages. Its signature treatment, the Weavers’ 
House Hug, includes a facial and deep-tissue 
massage with warm oils and hot stone therapy, 
and is certain to leave you feeling refreshed 
and revitalised. 

Plus, you can sample the sumptuous menu 
in the AA two rosette Gallery restaurant or, if 
you fancy something more casual, there’s the 



tasty and informal Brasserie. Other facilities 
include six treatment rooms with two 
relaxation suites, a couple’s room, a manicure 
and pedicure area, an aromatic steam room, the 
hot stone sauna and an outdoor vitality pool. 
One lucky reader and their guest will win two 
nights’ B&B in a luxury Lavenham room, 
including a la carte dinner on one evening, use 
of the spa facilities and a one hour treatment of 
choice each*. For more information call 
01787 247 477 or visit 
theswanatlavenham.co.uk 


How to enter 

For the chance to win these fabulous prizes, turn to page 138 or head to periodideas.com 

*The prize must be taken by 30th November 2015, is subject to availability and excludes weeks with bank holidays. Travel, meals, drinks and 
additional spa treatments other than those featured in the prize are not included. The prize is open to readers aged 18 or over, is non-transferable and 
there is no cash alternative. 

CLOSING DATE: 8th May 2015. 


RUG RESCUE 

Get your hands on a Rug 
Doctor Portable Spot 
Cleaner worth over £150! 



While tackling your domestic duties isn’t 
exactly fun, there’s something deeply satisfying 
about leaving your surfaces shining and the 
house in good shape. But stained carpets can 
often put you in a spot of bother, and tarnish 
your household accomplishments. Thankfully, 
Rug Doctor has come up with a compact 
solution to help malce your carpets look as 
good as new. 

This innovative new machine has twice the 
suction power of comparable portable devices 
and a unique motorised brush to help remove 
stains and spills. It can also be used to clean 
fabric car interiors, mattresses and upholstery, 
so you can clean-up quickly when those 
inevitable accidents occur. It has a retractable 
luggage-style handle and wheels for easy 
mobility, as well as removable tanks, which 
malce emptying the waste water and refilling 
the cleaning solution hassle-free. 


Three lucky readers will win this 
spectacular piece of home equipment, as well 
as a full range of sprays and detergents, so 
removing spills and stains will be a breeze. 

For more information on Rug Doctor products, 
call 01903 235 558 or visit rugdoctor.co.uk 
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Antiques&CollectorsFairs 


— houfsSutt^ The Largest International Fair 
^ ofLond!^__ ff^Q SQL/f/7 Qf England 

.07 liies 21 & Wed 22 April 
Tues 23 & Wed 24 June 

T ues Dam - 5pm £20 (Tues ticket allows 
entry on Weds) Weds 8am - 4pm £5 
12 miles from Gatwick*40 mins from Brighton 
South of England Showground WEST SUSSEX Saf Na\r RH1 7 6TL 


international 


2 hours 

iTom^n^ 


THE LARGEST ANTIQUES 
FAIR IN EUROPE 

Thure94Fri10April 
Thurs 4 & Fri 5 June 




f/ 


Thurs Dam - 6pm £20 (Thurs ticket 
allows entry on Friday) Fri Sam - 4pm £6 
Newark a NOTTiNGHAMSHtRE Showground 
Sat Nay NG24 2NY 



One Day Monday Fair 

Mon 27 April •Mon 25 May 

Sam-IOam £10 # 10am onwards £5 
RAF Swinderby Nr LINCOLN Saf Nav LN6 9QG 


LONDON'S UUtOEST SUNDAY FAIR 

SUNDAY 3 MAY 

9.30am £12 • 9-30am “ 4.30pm £6 
Alexandra Palace Way 
LONDON Saf Wav N22 7AY 



8am 

WjjjWGEMEWT' 


largest Antiques, Collectors & 
Vintage Fair in the West 

Fri 8 to Sun 10 May 
Fri 3 to Sun 5 July 

. Fri 12noon - 5pm £10 

30 I (Friday ticket allows entry Sat & Sun) 

^ Sat Dam - 5pm £5 • Sun 10am - 4pm £5 
Royal Bath & West Showground SOMERSET Saf Nav BA4 6QN 

One Day Monday Fair 

Mon 29 June • Mon 24 August 

8am-10am £10 • 10am onwards £5 
Newbury Racecourse BERKSHIRE Saf Nav RG14 7NZ 

*To access the 2for1 Offer register www.iacf.co.uk/ofters 

YouQQ 



lacf 


01636 702326 
enquiries@iacf.co.uk 
www.tacf.co.uk 



LAWRENCES 


AUCTIONEERS 

A VINTAGE ASTON MARTIN 
OFYOURVERY OWN ... 



...FOR £170 


MILITARIA, COLLECTORS 
& VINTAGE TOY AUCTION 
Over 2000 Lots 

MAY 2 1 St -22nd 

Entries Invited 

Contact Simon Jones ( 01460 ) 73041 
The Linen Yard, South Street, Crewkerne, Somerset, TA 1 8 SAB 


Bamfords 

Auctioneers & Valuers 


QUARTERLY FINE ART AND ANTIQUE SALES 
WEEKLY VICTORIAN AND EDWARDIAN SALES 

at 

The Derby Saleroom, Chequers Road, Derby, DE2I 6EN 
and 

The Auction House, Peak Village, Chatsworth Rd, Rowsley, Derbyshire DE4 2JE 

Local Service, 

International Prices 

We are open for clients to consign items to a sale Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm. 

Valuations held at our salerooms on aThursday Derby 1 0am - 1 2noon 
and Rowsley 2pm - 4pm 



ENQUIRIES 

Derby: 0133221 0000 Bakewell: 0 1 629 730920 

fineart@bamfords-auctions.co.uk bakewell@bamfords-auctions.co.uk 
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BRITAIN'S HERITAGE Small wonders 



PICTURE PERFECT 


Collectables 

Margaret Fowling explores the fascinating 
world of portrait miniatures 


A fter I visit historic houses, I find that 
often one memory lingers when all 
the others have faded. When I think 
of Kingston Lacy, in Hampshire, the elegant 
pink drawing room comes to mind, its walls 
decorated in the most glorious rose damask 
dating from 1897, and I recall its fascinating 
portrait miniatures. 

The drawing room displays the greater part 
of 50 enamel miniatures painted on copper by 
Henry Bone, RA (1755-1834), arguably the 
greatest British artist in 
this demanding medium, 
and another five by his 
son, Henry Pierce Bone 
(1779-1855). Father and 
son specialised in making 
perfect tiny copies of well- 
known paintings in the 
finest collections. These 
pictures, in deep, gilt 
frames, hang roughly at 
table-height around the 
room, and mostly portray 
Queen Elizabeth I and her 
courtiers and 
contemporaries. 
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CAPTURE THE MOMENT 

At the risk of stating the obvious, portrait 
miniatures were created to capture an accurate 
likeness of a person in the days before 
photography (and, dare I say, mobile phones). 
This artform began as part of the decoration of 
illuminated manuscripts in Holland, Italy and 
Bulgaria, and was adopted in England, certainly 
by around 1400. 

Popularised at Henry VIIFs court by Hans 
Holbein and Lucas Horenbout, a Flemish artist 
who moved to England in the 1520s and is said 


to have founded the English school 
of portrait miniature painting, it 
became known as limning’. The 
limner’, worked with very fine 
brushes, known as 'pencils’. The 
word miniature is from the Latin 
minium, meaning red lead or 
vermilion, the pigment used to 
paint the initial letters in medieval 
illuminated manuscripts. 

There are two types of 

miniature. 

The first was 
designed to be worn as 
jewellery by someone 
connected with the sitter. 
It formed part of 
fashionable dress, and 
was often worn at the 
wrist or as a brooch 
pinned to the decolletage, 
where it was 
emblematically close to 
the heart. The second 
was the cabinet 
miniature, designed to be 
displayed in a cabinet or 
vitrine, or hung on a wall. The art critic, 
Andrew Graham Dixon, has likened the 
Elizabethan portrait miniature to the sonnet, 

“for it too compresses a powerful feeling into a 
small space: 14 lines of verse.” 

GLORIANA’S COURT 

The first great age of miniature painting was in 
Elizabeth I’s reign when portraits were painted 
in watercolour on vellum. Nicholas Hilliard 
(1547-1619) was the official portrait painter to 
the court and continued as Royal Limner under 
James I. Hilliard's pupil, Isaac Oliver (cl565- 



1617), “delighted in the freedom of continental 
painting, specially in the use of strong 
shadows, in contrast to Hilliard’s lack of 
such, which gave his sitters the semblance of 
abstract icons,” says Richard Walker, an 
authority on English miniature painting. 

According to another specialist, Michael 
Newman, “the next limner of note was John 
Hoskins (1586-1664).” Hoskins’ nephew, 
Samuel Cooper (1608-1672) developed new 
techniques and also introduced a innovative 
system of lighting which, according to 
Newman, “threw the modelling of his subject 
into striking relief.” 

Miniature painting also blossomed from 
the mid-18th century to the early 19th 
century, when Richard Cosway (1742-1821), 
the aforementioned Bones, father and son, 
and John Smart (1740-1811) - who spent ten 
years in India painting serving officers of the 
East India Company and their wives - 
worked in watercolour on ivory. Collecting 
portrait miniatures became a royal pastime - 
George IV festooned his dressing room at 
Carlton House with them. And where royalty 
led, others followed, and the vogue continued 
unabated into the 19th and 20th centuries. 
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Top left 

Sir John Bankes 
(after Gilbert 
Jackson), and Lady 
Bankes, of Corfe 
Castle and Kingston 
Lacy by Henry Bone. 

Above and right 

The drawing room at 
Kingston Lacy, 
nationaltrust.org.uk 

Far left 

Lady Anne Russell, 


Portrait miniatures must be no more than 1 y 2 inches from 
the chin to top of head. They were painted in oil, watercolour 
and enamel, but chiefly in watercolour. During the late 17th 
century, vitreous enamel on copper was a popular medium. 
The use of ivory was adopted around 1700 and watercolour 
on ivory became the standard medium in the 18th century. 

Most miniatures were of white European subjects so if a 
portrait of an African or Asian comes onto the market, this 
generates a lot more interest. Remember that smudges can 
often reduce a painting's price - if the base is ivory even after 
200 or more years the watercolour will smear if rubbed. 

During the 1700s men and women powdered their hair 
white (or put on wigs) before sitting for their portraits. They 
would sometimes snip off a lock of pre-powdered hair and 
stick it to the reverse of the portrait, thereby showing its 
natural colour. 


by Henry Bone. 


Top right. 

Queen Elizabeth I, 
after Zucbero, by 
Henry Bone. 

Bottom right 

Sir Henry Wotton 
and Lady Russell of 
Tbornbaugb by 
Henry Bone. 


Images © NTPL/ 
James Mortimer, 
Derrick E. Witty, 
Simon Harris, 
Richard Pink 



DIARY DATES 

• Petworth Park Antiques & Fine Art Fair, Sussex, 
8th-10th May 

Explore the cream of fine art and antiques in a purpose- 
built marquee in the grounds of glorious Petworth 
House, overlooking the lake. Exhibitors will be drawn 
primarily from the BADA and LAPADA and the fair is 
vetted for quality and correct attribution. Whether you 
are looking for a new painting, top notch antique silver 
or period jewellery, you are sure to have a splendid day 
out in this beautiful part of the world. There is even a 
restaurant, in case you work up an appetite whilst 
treasure hunting. Tickets are £10 on the door, open 
from llam-8pm on Friday, 10.30am-6pm on Saturday 
and 10.30am-5pm on Sunday. 

01798 343 929, petworthparkfair.com 

• The Annual Buxton Antiques and Fine Air Fair, 
Buxton Pavilion, Derbyshire, 14th May 

This well-known event talces place every May at the 
famous Pavilion Gardens in the heart of Buxton, the 
popular spa town and cultural heart of the Pealc District. 
Why not book a mini-break and enjoy the walking in 
one of the UK's best national parks as well as 
discovering some gems for your home? Don’t forget to 
stop off at Chatsworth, Hardwick Hall and Bakewell 
too! The fair is a major provincial event that has enjoyed 
a high status since its inception 51 years ago. Tickets are 
£5 on the door, open from llam-7pm on Thursday, 11am 
-6pm on Friday, 11am -5pm on Saturday and Sunday. 
01278 784 912, cooperevents.com 

• Staffordshire Antiques and Collectables Fair, 
Stafford County Showground, 16th-17th May 

If you’re in the Midlands, come and treat yourself at this 
fantastic fair. It has been held on this site since 1973 and 
is the longest running fair in the region. You can browse 
up to 300 stands in three inter-linked halls. Exhibitors 
come from all over the UK and in addition to a wide 
range of traditional antiques, including furniture, clocks, 
painting, pottery, porcelain and jewellery, there is also 
an interesting selection of retro and vintage items and 
more contemporary collectables. Get there early to grab 
a bargain and beat the dealers at this dog-friendly 
venue. Admission prices are £4 from 8.30am-10.30am, 
on the first day. Thereafter, everyone over 14 pays £3 
and under 14s are free. 01785 660 236, 
numberoneevents.co.uk 

• Collectors & Sporting Sale, Lawrences Auctioneers, 
Crewkerne, 21st-22nd May 

The recreation of a historical period mixed with intense 
personal associations is at the heart of vintage appeal, 
so prepare for a trip down memory lane this month. 
“The love of nostalgia and the concentration on 
accuracy can become an overriding passion,” says 
Simon Jones, specialist in toys and collectors’ items. 

“We often see model train collectors who will say 1 had 
one of those when 1 was a boy’ when they see a model 
that they remember from childhood.” Get in touch to 
find out more about viewing times in the sales rooms, 
and to get an idea of the treasures on offer. 

01460 73041, lawrences.co.uk 
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Inspiration • Craftsmanship • Heritage 

THE PETWORTH PARK 

ANTIQUES & FINE ART FAIR 



THE MARQUEE, PETWORTH PARK 
PETWORTH, WEST SUSSEX GU28 OQY 

4 « ^ in MAY 7( 


Friday 11.00-20.00 
Saturday 10.30 - 18.00 
Sunday 10.30-17.00 


TWO FOR ONE ADMISSION 
WITH THIS ADVERTISEMENT 


01797 252030 

www.petworthparkfair.com 


Auctions of 

Antiques | Fine Art | Jewellery | Watches 



For more Information about our upcoming auctions, 
piease visit www.feiiows.co.uk 


19 Augusta St. Birmingham. B18 6JA | 0121 212 2131 

London Office, 2nd Ffooi, 3 Queen Sf, WU 5PA I Q2G 71 27 1 96 


Fellows 


Cheltenham Antique Market 

54 Suffolk Road GL50 2AQ Tet: 01242 529812 

www.antiquecrystalchandeliers.co.uk 



Over 300 old Chandeliers for sale, many unique 
All fully restored and rewired 


www.antIquecrystalchandeliers.co.uk 


a c/ass 

STYLE 


hy themselves for 

and quality- 


bowman Antiques Fairs 



Are delighted to remind the discerning 

LADV AND GENTLEMAN THAT THE DATES 

FOR THEIR Antiques a Art Fairs for 
2015 ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


GIANT 3 DAY ANTIQUES 8c ART FAIR 
STAFFORD BINGLEY HALL ST 1 8 OBD 


Friday. Saturday. Sunday 


19TH/20TH/21 ST JUNE 
7TH/STH/9TH AUGUST 
25TH/26TH/27TH SEPTEMBER 
11TH/12TH/13TH DECEMBER 
10AM-5PM EACH DAY 
Admission £5 adults £3 concessions 
8c 

Yorkshire antiques a art fair, 
Yorkshire event centre, 
Harrogate, HG2 8QZ 
Saturday a Sunday 
23RD/24TH May 
7th/Sth November 
IOAM-SPM each DAY 
Admission E5 per person 


AS IS USUAL AT EVENTS ORGANISED BY THE BOWMAN FAMILY THERE 
ARE HUNDREDS OF GOOD QUALITY DEALERS IN THE RARE THE 
EXOTIC THE UNUSUAL THE BEAUTIFUL AND THE HARD TO FIND. 



Bowman Antiques Fairs 

TeL 01 274 5KS505 web.www.antiquesfairs.com 



@antiques fairs. 
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BANKING 


on victory 
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Go behind the scenes at a glorious country 
house which was transformed by war 

Words SUSAN DICKERSON Photography NTPL/RUPERT TRUMAN/TIM JAMES 





BRITAIN'S HERITAGE Home front 



Above Michelle 
Leake and Rachael 
O’Connor-Boyd, the 
ladies behind Upton’s 
latest great project. 
Lady Bearsted, right 
in the black and 
white picture, was a 
vital part of the war 
effort in London. 


Lealce, Collections and 
3re 1 discover about Lord 
Bearsted, the more I grow to love this man,” says Rachael. “He 
believed in deeds not words. It is true that he was incredibly 
wealthy, in the way that Bill Gates is today, but he believed 
that civic responsibility came with his riches.” 


KEEP THE FAITH 

Today, when anti-semitism is on the rise in Europe, it is 
poignant to remember that Lord Bearsted was a practising 
Jew and a pillar of English society. “His faith was not a limiting 
factor,” says Rachael. “He supported all sorts of charities and 
he was awarded a military cross in the First World War. We 
discovered last year that he played an important role in the 
Kindertransport, which placed 10,000 Jewish children in 
British foster homes. 

“Walter was part of a 1936 mission to the USA to raise 
money for German Jews and met with President Roosevelt. 
Lord Bearsted also worked in the Special Operations 
Executive, a secret organisation created after France fell in 
1940. It was intended to help local resistance movements and 
conduct espionage and sabotage in enemy-held territories. 

We found a touching letter from his son which reads 4 wish 
you’d tell me what you’d done in the war’.” 

Although Walter began collecting art and sculpture in his 
twenties, he never forgot his roots. His Jewish grandfather had 
emigrated from Persia to the East End of London, and his 


A s the storm clouds of war gathered in 1939, Walter 
Samuel, Lord Bearsted, got ready to take his work 
home. He was 57, and born into wealth, as his 
family business was the Shell Transport and Trading 
Company (now better known as Shell Oil). Walter had a 
merchant bank, Samuel & Co, and the government needed the 
wheels of commerce to keep turning. One of his four homes 
was Upton House, near Banbury, in Warwickshire, so when 
he moved his 22 staff into his mansion, he decamped to the 
Dorchester, regarded as one of the safest places in London 
thanks to its underground ballroom. 

The transformation of a house brimming with Old Masters 
into an office and dormitories for the banking staff is recreated 
this year by Rachael O’Connor-Boyd, Visitor Experience 


The more I discover about 
Lord Bearsted, the more 
I grow to love this man 
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Home front 


TAIN 


S 


HE 


People POWER 


Banldng for Victory opens to the public on 27th 


March at Upton House, near Banbury. You can see 
rooms specially decorated and dressed to reflect life 
during the Second World War. Look out for 
enchanting period details. This groundbrealdng 
project gives new energy to the heritage sector. 

01295 670 266, iiatioiialtrust.org.uk 






father and uncle built on his success in trading a range of 
goods including paraffin. A combination of luck and great 
timing meant they were well-placed when the exploration 
and refining of oil for automotive use began. In fact, the 
world’s first oil tanker belonged to them. The company name 
Shell came from the ornamental trinket boxes covered with 
shells which Walter’s grandfather used to sell. 

SAFE HAVEN 

“Lord and Lady Bearsted were both involved in the war effort," 
says Rachael. “I think Walter was a benevolent employer and 
he wanted to keep his staff safe and well looked after. Lady 
Bearsted worked with the YMCA and the WVS, running 
mobile canteens in the East End. I 
think the story of the home front 
touches people, especially as it is 
70th anniversary of the end of the 
war in Europe and Japan this year.” 

Rachael and Michelle have spent 
the past nine months getting the 
Banking for Victory project ready. 

“We’ve had a huge amount of help 
from visitors, staff and volunteers as 
well as consultants and regional 
museums. People have loaned us 
personal possessions to help us 
recreate the house at that time. We 
want to tell a story so some of the 
rooms are spotlit like stage sets so 
we can give visitors a flavour of how 
the bank employees lived and 
worked here, with the skeleton staff 
of the household.” 

The team has collected 
thousands of objects and volunteers 
have sewn rag rugs and made 
clothes. Windows are covered in 
blackout fabric as the house was in 


danger at one point as it was close to 
RAF Edgehill. 'We have letters from 
Lord Bearsted to Kenneth Clarke at the 
National Gallery asking him to take 
some of his paintings underground to 
hide in the Welsh caves, so the threat 
was very real,” says Rachael. 

“Whilst the bank staff were away 
from the Blitz and had a better war than 
some people, we need to recognise the 
trauma of war,” she adds. The bombing 
of Coventry, 30 miles from Upton, 
wounded the national psyche. “One of 
our volunteers wept as she told me that 
a childhood friend died in the Coventry 
air raids, in which 700 houses were 
destroyed. Everyone has a story about 
Coventry and it is very powerful,” says 
Rachael. “The bank staff may have been 
safer out in the country but they had left 
their families behind in London. They 
didn’t know how long the war would 
last. Although they had the run of place, 
they were listening to the wireless, 
hungry for news and longing for peace.” 
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View our stunning range at 

WWW, nu-fiame. co.uk 

T : 020 S254 6802 






Ideal for cleaning and maintaining wooden 
floors treated with Osmo Polyx-Oil 

> Innovative system incorporating fibre mop 
and spray-fix cartridge 

> Suitable for quick and regular cleaning 

> Sprays cleaning dilution at the touch of a button 

> Removes everyday dirt and grime 

S Call or visit 
^ the web for 
stockists. 


+44(0)1296 481 220 

www.osmouk.com 


osmoi 



M FT REPLACES M 


Specialist of Exquisite Fireplaces 


Retaining* the tradition 
but introducing the new 


A Victorian style surround in natural 
limestone with a cast iron arch & 
balanced flue fire 94% efficient 


www.capitalfireplaces.eo.uk 
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Contemporary 

Craft & 
Design 


Purchase direct from 
the very best artists 
and craftmakers in 
the UK who have a 
real passion for the 
work they create 

Fair 



RHS Garden 

WISLEY 

30 April - 4 



May 



9am - 6pm Daily • Craft Fair held within the Garden in 
floored marquees * Normal admission charges apply 
GU£3 6QB • Free ervtry for RHS Members and one family guest, 
Nori'member tickets avatlabte on thie day ■ See website for details 


www.craftinfocus.com T 01622 747325 



PO BOX 565, LONDON SWIV JPU 
TEL (+44) 0i07 798 SifT 

WWW. be th m s sell n eedlep oi n t . com 


HOTEL OF THE MONTH 

Kirker Halidays provides cijrrfniiy crafted taHor-made holidays to oj/er 
140 destinatioiLs iti 40 catcntries - inchtdinx 70 classic cities and 250 
relaxing rnml hcatkms thron^hout Europe and beyond. 

Each month ive select a ^Hotel of the Month' - one of onr fatHmrite 
properties ivith an exclmive special offer. 

Price hictudes retimt Eitrosfar, transferst accommodatioft ti'ith hreakfast 
and the sendees of the Kirker Condet^^e fa resenv a table for dinner. 

Paris 

Pavilion de la Reiiie **** Deluxe 

The charjiiing Pavilion dc la Reinc, a favourite aniotigst 
Kirker clients, is a historic, ivy^clad property' with beaincd 
ceilinj^ and tranquil courtyards. The hotel has 54 bedrooms 
which are beaiitifiilly funiislied, and it is set just oft the elegant Pkee des 
Vosges - the oldest square in Paris, In the heart of the Marais district die 
hotel is within a few steps of the area’s independent bookshops, st^djsh 
boutiques and some of our favourite i^arisian bismis. 

4 n{^hts for the price of 3 until 
30 April & 12 July - 28 August 
- price from £798 per person^ 
saving £16S 
Eurostar npgrader 

Book hy 31 March for travel during 
April and receive a ctvfr/ih'mcnfiirj' 
upgrade fe Standard PrcHircr class. 

Includes a 48hT museum pass, Seine cruise and Metro tickets 




Speak to an expert : 

020 7593 2283 quote cafcXPl 

WWW. kirkerholidays .com 



FOR UJSCERNIIVG TftAVtLLtRS 


®ABTA /dirb 




ENGLISH 

1 I iU Pi A^. >, 

Superb Hand Carved Marble Fireplaces 



English Fireplaces offers a full range of hand carved 
marble, limestone and sandstone fireplaces that 
combines the finest quality with great value. 


Tel: 01730 897 600 
Email: info@englishfireplaces.co.uk 
www.engiishfirepiaces.co.uk 


64 PERIOD IDEAS 




STYLE EDIT 

Interiors that inspire, objects of desire, 
and the very finest of this season’s shopping 

Compiled by CHARLOTTE BARBER Edited by SEOANA SHERRY-BRENNAN 



MAY'S MUST-HAVES 


Now that spring is in FULL BLOOM^ we bring you a host o/ BRIGHT AND BREEZY styles to 
enliven your home. From beautiful BIRD-INSPIRED ACCESSORIES to creating a Prouengal kitchen, 
you’ll love these FRESH COLOURS and PLAYFUL PRINTS. Explore ART NOUVEAU style as we celebrate 
this decorative era and showcase some fabulous ideas to give your house a NEW LEASE OF LIFE 
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STYLE EDIT Top picks 




TREAD SOFTLY 

Add the wow factor to your living 
space with this Riad rug from 
Luku Home. The striking repeat 
pattern, in a stylish monochrome 
and turquoise scheme, showcases 
this season's love of all things 
Moroccan. Hand-knotted from 
100% wool, prices start at 
020 8943 3683, lukuho 


Luxury fix 

The latest stylish finds and designer details 
for your home this season 


CLUB TROPICANA 

Create an exotic vibe in your interiors with bold colours and 
fun motifs. We love these Fanjul cushions, which are inspired 
by lush tropical gardens. Available in three striking colours, 
they are priced at £66 each. Find them and other statement 
pieces for your home at dar-leone.com 


SHAKEN OR STIRRED? 

Mid-century design is a key trend for SS15, and what 
better way to celebrate the style than with this 
Monocles sideboard from Delightfull? Handmade 
from solid walnut with brass details, it’s ideal for 
housing all your cocktail malcing ingredients and is 
priced at €9,770. delightfull.eu 


IN PRINT 

Inspired by French mid-century design, the Le Cocktail Twin 
sofa is upholstered in a stylish dogtooth print fabric from 
Designer’s Guild. Its slim-line legs and simple button-back make 
it the perfect piece to add a subtle retro twist to your scheme. 
Priced at £585, Oliver Bonas. 020 8974 0110, oliverbonas.com 


FLORAL FANCY 

Our pick for the new 
season is the latest 
addition to Ian 
Mankin’s collection 
of pink papers and 
fabrics. The Imperial 
range includes this 
Kew wallpaper (seen 
here in Baltic pink), 
priced at £49.50 for 
a 10m roll. 

020 7722 0997, 
ianmankin.co.uk 
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i WHITE HOT 

Crafted from sustainable sources, the 
new Maximum Extralite® porcelain tiles 
from Fiandre are Just the thing for high- 
traffic areas such as kitchens and 
bathrooms, thanks to their durability. 
Seen here is the Marmi Imperial white 
colourway, available from Stone Age. 
020 7384 9090, stone-age.co.uk 


FROND EMBRACE 

Bring the outdoors in with Laura Ashley’s Palm 
House collection. You’ll be able to enjoy your 
meals surrounded by seasonal prints, such as 
this Francesca Apple fabric, priced at £35 per 

m. 03332 008 009, lauraashley.com 


TOP DRAWER 

Handmade in 
solid cherry and 
oak, Roche 
Bobois' Art Deco- 
inspired Claridge 
collection 
includes 
bookcases, 
sideboards and 
dressers. With its hand 
applied antique patina 
finish, decorative paintwork and brass 
hardware, this chest will make 
a statement in any room, and is priced 
at £2,240. 

020 7317 8828, roche-bobois.com 


Add an air of romance to 
your boudoir with the 
Venice collection of bed 
linen, brand new from 
Christy. Reminiscent of 
antique tapestry, the subtle 
sheen of this opulent 
jacquard fabric is available in 
two colourways, mustard 
and duck egg. Priced from 
£30 for a cushion, summer 
bedlinen doesn’t get better 
than this. 0845 758 5252, 
christy-towels.com 


FINE DINING 

Enjoy dining at its 
finest with the elegant, 
French-inspired Luxus 
dining chair. Stunning 
on its own or as part of 
a set with the Luxus 
dining table, the chic, 
cream hue and delicate 
floral print will turn 
every meal into a feast 
for all the senses. 

£878 each. 

Touched Interiors. 

0845 463 0083, 
touchedinteriors.co.uk 
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FOY & CO 


INTERIORS — 



Ai Foy and Co iiueiiors, we specialise in buying and selling rabric, 
manulbctnring aiir own range of cushions, buying, 
re-upholsiering and selling aniicpie funutnre. 


www.foyandcox'OAik 

01446 771210 foyandco^liounaiLcom 
Unit 8b V;ik“ Rustnt^Ks Pink likinctovv CowbridR'C" Sf>tjth djinioTgjin C-F7 I 7P1'' 



Waters-edge, village and rural cottages 
sleeping 2-8. 

Enchanting picturesque positions, 
peaceful and comfortable. 

Open fires. Dogs welcome. 
Available throughout the year. 

01326 375972 

www.creeksidecottages.co.uk 



OWillow&Hall 


Inspirational British living and bedroom 


furniture witljgDut the high street price tag 
i rm 









Specialists in the design, manufacture and 
installation of bespoke, insulated garden buildings, 
both traditional and contemporary 

Covered outdoor structures for outdoor kitchen and 
dining including our wood-fired ovens 

www.aarco.co.uk • noella@aarco.co.uk 

01244 679502 07866 591110 
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LIFE'S LITTLE LUXURIES 

Sheer 

indulgence 

MAISON VALENTINA’S 
NEWTON BATH TUB will add 
an edge to your wash zone 

U niversally acknowledged as the number two cure 
for all of life’s stresses (pipped narrowly to the post 
by a cup of tea), you can’t beat a relaxing soak in 
the tub, and this eye-catching design will ensure 
that you are bathing in style. Its futuristic shape, with over- 
sized bubbles in the form of black lacquer and brass spheres 
finished in a high-gloss varnish, malces this bijou bath a true 
statement piece. Measuring a petite 80cmH x 90cmD 
X ISOcmL, the Newton bath also boasts several gold-plated 
spheres on its base for an added element of luxury. 


The Newton bath tub 
is available from 
Maison Valentina, 
priced at €29,310 
(approximately 
£21,630.25). 
maisonvalentina.net 



STYLE EDIT Historical influences 


STYLE THROUGH THE AGES 

Art Nouveau 

In the latest instalment of our series, 
Charlotte Barber showcases the Art Nouveau 
period and explores its influence on interiors 


E merging during the 1890s and formally recognised as the first 
modern style of the 20th century, Art Nouveau was seen as 
a refreshing alternative to the constraints of previous design 
eras. It shared many of the same principles as the Arts & Crafts 
movement, celebrating artisans and the virtues of hand-craftsmanship, 
although it also embraced mass production and the machine age in 
a way which previous movements had not. 

The look had two distinct styles - sinewy, romantic curves and 
stylised forms, as celebrated in the glasswork of Louis Comfort 
Tiffany, and the strong, linear look of furniture designers such as 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh. With the stylised forms firmly rooted in 
the natural world, themes of evolution and nature’s beauty appeared 
in abundance, and plant, flower and insect motifs took centre stage. In 
contrast, simple, geometric shapes and patterns were seen in furniture 
design and glasswork, and these elements continued to endure after 
the design fell out of favour, eventually transforming into Art Deco. 

Of the two styles. Art Nouveau is mainly remembered for its 
sinuous and sweeping designs, based on the captivating lyrical 
maiden, as seen in Alphonse Mucha’s work. Furniture had a sense of 
romance and femininity, with stained glass and glazed panels in 
cabinetry adding to the decorative style. Louis Majorelle, often referred 
to as the 'King of Art Nouveau furniture’, used exotic timbers 
embellished with luxurious materials, including gilt and bronze, while 
celebrated furniture maker Emile Galle highlighted his cabinetry with 
intricate marquetry. 

In terms of colours, designers took their cue from nature and 
embraced muted greens, yellows and brown tones, with highlights of 
sugared almond shades such as lilac, pink and blue. Heavily patterned 
wallpapers were also popular, and often featured stylised flora and 
fauna, together with insect and feather prints. The range of archive- 
inspired wallpapers available today (the collection from Liberty is 
a must-see) will provide a decorative feature in your scheme, should 
you wish to replicate the look. 

If you live in a period property, you may already be the proud 
owner of an original Art Nouveau fire surround, with its glazed tiles, 
flowing curves and strong lines. However, if you want to install an 
authentic surround, check out local salvage fairs or reclamation yards. 
Art Nouveau items were largely mass-produced, which means there 
are still good quality pieces to be found. In terms of accessories, go for 
a Tiffany style lamp. An original will cost a small fortune, but there are 
plenty of great replicas on the market. Polished or varnished parquet 
floors underfoot are a great way to evoke an Art Nouveau sense of 
luxury, as is statement black lacquer furniture. 



Art Nouveau furniture had a sense 
of romance and femininity thanks 
to sinuous, sweeping lines 



Above Art Nouveau stained 
glass window film, 

, from £45 per sq m, , 
Purlfrcjist Window Film. 

^ / purlfrost.com 

Sjjlvia silver luxury bed, £1,125, 
French Bedroom Company. 

ichbedroomcompany.co.uk I 
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STYLE EDIT Country charm 



GET THE LOOK 

Be inspired by the south of France and refresh your cook zone with a chalky 
colour palette, distressed paint finishes and rustic tableware 



GLAZED EFFECT 
Colour trim jugs, priced from £25, 
Dickins & Jones Home at House of Fraser. 

0345 602 1073, houseoffraser.co.uk 



BON APPETIT 

Wooden cutlery box, £11.95, Boutique 
Provengale. 0800 954 0232, 
boutiqueprovencale.co.uk 


HEAVY METAL 

French vintage wine carrier, £28, Raspberry 
Mash. 07583 836 988, raspberrymash.co.uk 


HOUSE PROUD 

Housekeeper’s cupboard, £150, Berry Red. 

01432 274 805, berryred.co.uk 




ON THE TILES 

Paris tile in Isabelle, £9.95 each. Fired Earth. 

0113 243 0748, firedearth.com 




SEATING PLAN 
Aquamarine dining chair, 
£131, Sweetpea & Willow. 

0845 257 2627, 
sweetpeaandwillow.com 
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Rated reads 


Hit the books for more 
inspirational ideas 

A Home in Provence: 

Inferiors Gardens 
Inspiration by Noelle 
Duck & Christian 
Sarramon (£22.50, 
Flammarion) 


French Country Living by 
Caroline Clifton Mogg 
(£12.99, Ryland Peters 
& Small) 

The Best Loved Villages 
of France by Stephane 
Bern (£22.50, 
Flammarion) 






Above left Oliver metal 
pendant in cream, 
Dickins & Jones Home at 
House of Fraser. 

0845 602 1073, 
houseoffraser.co.uk 


Right Amelie extending 
dining table, £899; 
Amelie upholstered 
dining chairs, £199 each, 
John Lewis. 
0345 6049 049, 
johnlewis.com 




3 


OF THE BEST.... Simple stripes and checks 

Keep things natural with our pick of pure linen and cotton fabrics 



EARN YOUR STRIPES 

Grain stripe linen fabric in 
indigo, £39 per m, Ian 
Mankin. 020 7722 0997, 
ianmankin.co.uk 



Gingham cotton fabric in 
heather green, £18 per m, 
Laura Ashley. 0871 983 
5999, lauraashley.com 



MELLOW YELLOW 


York stripe cotton fabric in 
L-039, £96 per m, Fermoie. 

01672 513 723, 
fermoie.com 


STYLE SECRETS 

• Invest in free-standing furniture and classic 
cabinetry, in keeping with the laid-back vibe. 

A butcher’s block teamed with a ceramic 
farmhouse style sirdc and lantern lighting will 
complement the look. 

• Choose natural materials to enhance the rustic 
ambience, such as stone floors, terracotta tiles and 

exposed briclcwork. Team with a challcy colour 
palette of neutral shades, with splashes of 
sunshine yellow, olive green, and slcy blue hues. 

• Be inspired by the French way of cooking and 
entertaining - relaxed, passionate and full of 

flavour. Keep pots of herbs and edible flowers on 
your windowsill and don’t be afraid to show off 
glass bottles of oil, strings of fresh garlic, jars of 
olives and bowls of fresh lemons. Copper pans, 
enamelware and ceramic jugs can also be 
artfully displayed on a free-standing dresser for 
added charm. 
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Fulton & bray 

FINEST BRASSWARE ' 




“All you desire...” 

FB 305 - Concealed Fix Mortice Knob on 70mm Rose 


- A lifetime of experience - 



WWW,FULTON ANDBRAY,CO,UK 
T : +44 (O) 1228 672 900 
E : SALES@FULTONANDBRAY.CO.UK 

FULTON a BRAV IS PART OF ZOO HARDWARE LTD 




For a copy of our latest brochure 
or to find your nearest stockist, 
ring 01452 714 800, visit 
www.montpeiner.co.uk or join 
us on Facebook or Twitter. 



MONTPELLIER. 

NATURAL STONE FOR EVERY HOME 



Buying a Sofa? 

read the facts... 


Modem living means 
a sofa has become 
much more than 
somewhere to rest 
your legs of an evening, 
so it’s important to make 
the right choice first time... 

WWW. buyingasofa.co. uk 


Ar tistic 


Manufacturirw 
W GuiklMark 


Office, itiwMeomt ind waHcxhi^^i 
Sent Eltorv 

TekiAenq 0 = 1 1 5 973 440 1 
FKunleQM 5 946 ^ES 


www.2rti5tlcupholsiBry.ca.uk 
www,pau!h6Khlii^,ca,uk 
www.ialiiiarnesfuTtiituro.co.uk 
WWW. rcnitisancei cu cfioLixiLU k 
www.b*j)fJnfMoHS.C 5 ,uk 



mu 

SILICONE^ 


%JCOK£SAHD NOWm 
WtKimVAffECTfltf 

|k, njfiHmiREa: -jtJ 
RfPSH fldafj 


I L£ATWE 8 SHINE 
' iQQNOmDNfR 

jWi'tHmV -.PFE ' 
k nivsMO ■ CEfT - 


We look and we 
are different 

We contain no 
silicones and 

no water known brands) 

We provide 
exceptional 
depth of shine 


SILICONES AND WATER CAN DAMAGE THE 
FINISH OF FURNITURE & LEATHER 

Wood SMk Is available In all malor supermarkets. LeatKer Silk Is available In 


Ailstowax ProducisTel: ^01603 439391 3ales0arlstowax.com ©SOI 4 
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THE BEST... 
BIRDY BUYS 

Celebrate the spring with our 
favourite feathered friends 

1 Raffia bird storage boxes, from £30, 

Berry Red. 01432 274 805, 

berryred.co.uk 

2 Hola bird compact mirror, £8.49, 
Cloth-ears. 0345 259 1410, 

cloth-ears.co.uk 

3 Katy Leigh blue flying bird plate, £24, 

Unique & Unity. 0845 609 9699, 

uniqueandunity.co.uk 




4 Pigeon and jelly cushion, £60, 
Annabel James. 0845 548 0210, 

annabeljames.co.uk 

5 Alpine high-back chair in Monsoon calista 
blue multi fabric, £989, Multiyork. 

0845 303 7134, 

multiyork.co.uk 

6 Aqua blue swallow candle, £11.50, 

Berry Red. 01432 274 805, 

berryred.co.uk 

7 Bunting bird gilded ceramic lamp with shade, 
£129, Artisanti. 0345 259 1410, 

artisanti.com 

8 Patterned bird mug, £9.95, 

Cloth Ears. 0845 519 7701, 

cloth-ears.co.uk 

9 Wooden bird, £18, Dickins & Jones at 
House of Fraser. 0345 602 1073, 

houseoffraser.co.uk 





A 
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Fulton & bray 

FINEST BRASSWAHE 



“All you require...” 

FBI© - Standaj-d Profile Escutcheon 


- A lifetime of experience - 




www.fultonandbray.co.uk 
T : +44 (O) 12aa 672 900 
F : SALES0FULTONANDBRAY,CO.UK 





Suspense. 

Action. Romance. 


Drama. 



Do you want to change 
your script? 

There’s no such thing as the same old story. 

Like every story, every mortgage application 
is different. It's not about simpiy ticking a box 
and getting a yes or no. There's much more to it 
than that. Whether you’re iooking for Residential 
Mortgages, Buy to Let, Holiday Let, Buy for 
Uni Mortgages, 95% or 100% Parent Assisted 
Mortgages (a parental guarantee appiies), or any 
of the other products we offer or whatever your 
situation, the one thing we think you should do is 
to get in touch with us. Like ail good stories, we 
want to make sure you aii iive happiiy ever after. 
Terms and conditions apply. (To the mortgage - 
not the the 'happiiy ever after' bit). 

To write your own moving story, 
cali us on 01226 476702 
or visit bath build ingsociety, CO, uk 


(9 


Bath 

Building 

Society 


We're different because you are 

Balh Inveslmenl & Boildiiig Sociely is authorised by ibe 
PrudemiaJ Regulation Authority artd regulated by the 
Fiaaimcial Conduct Authority and Prudential Regulation 
Authorily, Registration Number 206026. Buy to bst and 
Holiday Let mortgages aie not generally regubrted. 

Your home may be repossessed If you do not keep up 
repayments on your mortgage. 
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INTERIORS 

Decorating ideas, practical ways to improve your rooms 
and expert advice from industry insiders 



Bird print cushion, £25; Ned the dog 
printed cushion, £25; multicoloured 
cushion, £30; lamp table, £145; coffee 
table, £295; Caroline sofa, £1,149, all 
Dickins & Jones Home at House of Fraser. 
0345 602 1073, houseoffraser.co.uk 


I NSTANT INSPIR ATION 

Update your home with an INDUSTRIAL-INSPIRED decorating scheme, or go for a more subtle style with 
ROMANTIC ROSE-TINTED accessories. You can also bring some VINTAGE CHARM into your abode with our 
top tips on COUNTRY KITCHENS, and learn how to achieve FARMHOUSE CHIC with expert advice and 
shopping ideas. Plus, find out about the latest range of [JEAUTIFUL BATHROOMS from our industry insiders 
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lEHll 

Fulton & bray 

FINEST BRASSWARE 




“All right here.” 

ZUKH31Z7 - 3 Lever Horizontai Lock 


- A lifetime of experience - 



WWW.FULTON ANDBRAY,CO.UK 
T : +44 CO> 12Za 672 900 
E: ; SALES0FULTONANDBRAY,CO.UK 

FULTON a BRAY IS PART OF ZOO HARDWARE LTD 



M THE 

J CHAIR 

lyi PEOPLE 


Custom made choirs 
Direct from the makers 



MOON 


I B IT 



A world of choice designed by you 
chCi(p®©ple.co.k I 01952 58582 ^ 




GARDEN 

BENCHES 


Garden Benches offer a wide 
range of grade 'A' teak 
benches, at great prices afi 
with free delivery. Oor 
benches are all sourced 
from sustainably managed 
planatatlons, meaning that 
not only are our benches 
top quality but they have 
also been responsibly 
sourced and manufactured. 


GardenBenclies.Com 


For more information or to 
view our range visit our 
website Gardenbenches.com 
or call 01283 722722. 
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INTERIORS Shopping 














8 THINGS WE 
LOVE RIGHT NOW 

Make your home pretty in pink with 
gorgeous rose-tinted accessories 


1 Wild rose dusky pink pillowcase, from £10; 
wild rose dusky pink duvet cover, from £32, 
The Secret Linen Store. 01243 606 245, 
secretlinenstore.com 
2 Rose vacuum flask, £15.95, 

Berry Red. 0845 450 3937, 
berryred.co.uk 
3 Venice glass shade, £19, 

Tesco Direct. 0800 323 4050, 
tesco.com/direct 
4 Avalon two-seater sofa in rose, 

£700, Sofa.com. 0345 400 2222, 
sofa.com 

5 Mongolian fur cushion, 

£35, BHS. 0344 411 6000, 

bhs.co.uk 

6 Gardeners pink trug gift set, £35, 
Whisk Hampers. 01483 211 926, 

whiskhampers.co.uk 

7 Retro treat pink bonbon jar, £4.99, 

Creative Tops. 01536 207 710, 
creative-tops.com 

8 Abigail Ahern Maud footstool in dusty rose, 
£275, Sofa.com. 0345 400 2222, 

sofa.com 
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INTERIORS Decorating 
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Babylon bouquet 
canvas art 
print, £60.71, 
Urban Road 
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INTERIORS Decorating 
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Kosta boda mine tumbler, £16.99, 
The Scandinavian Shop 


BEMZ 0800 048 8404, bemz.com 

• B&Q 0333 014 3098, diy.com 

• DELCOR 0191 237 1303, delcor.co.uk 

• FERMOIE 01672 513 723, 
fermoie.com 

• JONATHAN ADLER 020 7589 9563, 
uk.jonathanadler.com 

• JUST FABRICS 0845 498 9043, 
justfabrics.co.uk 

• MORRIS & CO. 0844 543 9500, 
william-morris.co.uk 

• MULTIYORK 0845 303 7134, 
multiyork.co.uk 

• MY-FURNITURE 0800 092 1636, 
my-furniture.co.uk 

• PRESTIGIOUS TEXTILES 
01274 688 448, prestigious.co.uk 

• SAINSBURY’S 0800 636 262, 
sainsburys.co.uk 

• SOFAS & STUFF 0808 178 3211, 
sofasandstuff.com 

• THE SCANDINAVIAN SHOP 01436 
673 623, scandinavianshop.co.uk 

• TUISS 0800 862 0466, tuiss.co.uk 

• URBAN ROAD urbanroad.com.au 


3 I FABRIC 
3 I MUST-HAVES 

► Dandelion Amber (R1239), 
£11.95 per m. Just Fabrics 
i Aylsham, £96 per m, 
Fermoie 

i Bamboo, £49 per m, 
Morris & Co. 


Colours desk lamps, 
from £20, B&Q 


SUNNY 

DELIGHT 

Finn Juhl Poet sofa, 
£379.99, MY-Furniture 


PAINT 

PALETTE 

All of Ecos’ tones are 
solvent free, including 
these warm and 
fiery hues. 

01524 858 978, 
ecosorganicpaints.co.uk 

Gallery 


Paverotti 


Citrica 


Dorado 


Signal 
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BOOK & FABRIC BUNDLE EXCLUSIVE TO SEW READERS!' 


SUBSCRIBE TO SEW FOR 
THE GREAT BUNDLE! 
BRITISH , 

^eej 









SEWING iS^ 



'1 


— - 

MWn It* 1 




M U M MVnSiV I'MIUl K^.u^^ 




Quadrille 

PUBLISHING 


INCLUDES: Fashion with Fabric, the 
new book from The Great British 
Sewing Bee and 2 metres of gorgeous 
floral fabric! 


EASY WAITS TO SUBSCRIBE 


www.sewmag.co.uk/subscribe-1 



Sew, 800 GuiLLat Avenue, 
Kent Science Park, 
Sittingbourne ME9 8GU 


Lines are open Monday-Friday 8am-8pm, Saturday 9am-1pm 

*this is a UK only Direct Debit offer Gift K only available to UK subfcriieri Existing subscnbers can renew using this offer Your subscription wiU begin with the next availaUe issue Subscriptions are for a 12 month period including all gift subscriptions Your free gift wril be 
dispatched within SB days of your payment being received (sent separately from the magazine} If your subscription K a gift, the gift and gtft card w<l be sent to the donor You can abo fuincft>e via cheque or credt card. In the event of a gift be^ faulty or damaged, please 
contact us within 28 da^ of receiving the gift Alternative gift may be supplied to the same or greater value thereafter Thh is a limited offer and may be withdrawn at any time Photocopies xcepted CaiKeUation pobcy applies refer online or contact customer services for 
more detailsAishnn With Fobrk is pubtished on the 2Gith February 20V» Mease note: Digital subscrgmons do not Include the subscriptions gift not cover mounted gifts 






INTERIORS Natural beauty 



COVER LOOK 


Use farmhouse florals and 
rustic woods in your home 
for a classic country feel 


1 Cottage garden framed print, £45, Arthouse. 01706 230 077, arthouse.com 2 Dimitri marble top cabinet, £473, Sweetpea & Willow. 0345 257 2627, 
sweetpeaandwillow.com 3 Velvet cushion in olive, £26.50, Alison at Home. 020 7087 2907, alisonathome.com 4 Nina Campbell harlequin set of four 
jewel bud vases, £70, English Abode. 020 7349 9500, englishabode.com 5 Bennett footstool, £299, BHS. 0344 411 6000, bhs.co.uk 6 Warwick floral 
azul sofa, £945, Alexander & Pearl. 020 8508 0411, alexanderandpearl.co.uk 


WHERE TO BUY 

For a wealth of beautiful sofa styles, head to sofaworkshop.com, or visit sanderson-iik.com for a range of daring and dazzling fabrics 
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INTERIORS Style we love > 
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Left Penthu wallpaper, SIMCOX 
collection at Milton & King. 

shop.miltonandking.com 

Right Concrete hurricane 
lantern, £10; monochrome print 
bed linen, £18 for a double; grey 
shell print bed linen, from £30; 
framed pendant light, £40, all 
Sainsbury’s. 0800 636 262, 
sainsburys.co.uk 

Below Copper apple trinket, 
£10; textured chenille cushion, 
£14; set of two metal orbs, £20; 
zig zag throw, £25; eco rattan 
pendant, £32; Malmo table 
lamp, £45; Alma side table, £110; 
set of two framed floral prints, 
£120; Newbury dining chair, 
£199 per pair, all at Next. 
0333 777 8000, next.co.uk 




I have said that black has it all. 
White too. Their beauty is absolute. 
It is the perfect harmony. 

- Coco Chanel 


S easons change and trends come and 
go, but classic styles always remain in 
vogue. This is just one of the reasons 
why interior designers offer a new version of 
monochrome chic each year. Simple and 
stylish, it never goes out of fashion. Black and 
white schemes are easy to achieve but malce 
a bold statement, which perfectly balances 
drama and elegance. Whether you crave pared- 
back minimalism or glamourous Art Deco style, 
there are countless ways to channel the 
monochrome trend in your interiors. 

If you prefer your decor to be in keeping 
with your period property, then tonal 
wallpapers in delicate, romantic prints should 
form the basis of your new scheme. Add a focal 


point with furniture, such as a luxurious, black, 
wing back chair, or a striking ebony sideboard. 
For a contemporary twist, embrace the graphic 
prints, geometric motifs and clean lines that 
became popular during the swinging sixties. 

This season, the carefully controlled palette 
has been lifted by a variety of accents. Copper 
and brass, huge trends in their own right, bring 
an extra dimension to black and white 
schemes, with metallic details changing the 
way light is dispersed around a room. Texture 
is also key, to ensure that your tonal look 
doesn’t become bland. Play around with matte 
and high-gloss finishes to add interest and 
depth to your interiors. Concrete, another 
leading design feature this season, can balance 


a monochrome room, providing a surprising 
contrast to black and white. 

Such a strong look can be overwhelming, 
which is why it should be used with care. Black 
and white may work well in the animal 
kingdom, but stark contrasts can be hard to live 
with. Thankfully, this year’s monochrome look 
embraces an array of grey shades, so cautious 
decorators can create a softer, subtler scheme. 
Grey has been hailed by interior designers as 
the new white, and it lends itself well to 
bedrooms and bathrooms, as it can ensure 
a calming, restful ambience. Find a shade which 
appeals to you and then incorporate 
monochrome pieces, for a chic and understated 
talce on this timeless trend. 
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INTERIORS Style we love 


Frames, from £18; cushions, from 
£25; set of two striped baskets, £30; 
Rhian ceramic bulb lamp, £50; 
Oxford square white pillowcases, 
£70 per pair; striped double duvet 
cover set, £70; quilted grey throw, 
£80; Etienne bedside table, £219, all 
from the Linea Mono Mark 
collection at House of Fraser. 

0345 602 1073, 
houseoffraser.co.uk 
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From smaQ footstools to deep buttoned coffee tables, 
bespoke, o\vu fabric, storage ottomans, cushions, 
benches, lai^e wooden trays and more„. 



fbotstDols&iniorG 

^ ^ For more ideas, free fabric samples or to enquire: 

y ' www.footstoolsafidmore,co,uk | 01133457526 





Handmade Crewel Embroidered 
Curtain and Upholstery Fabric 
Designed for Distinctive & Period Homes 

www.coromandel.co.uk 
0118 9796222 



MAISON 

STYLISH FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR HOME 


020 8332 M 37 MaisonHomeInteriors.com 



The HighlandeT 1 0 Stove 

with central heating boiler 

Highlander 10 - HEAT OUTPUTS: Without boiler min 2kW max 9 to lOkW 
With central healing boiler: To room up to 3.9kW, To water up to 1 0.5kW 
Our extensive ceotfal heating range also itidudes multi fuel stoves capiibie iif 
licating itp to nine or ten radiators as well as domestic hot water, 


For your nearest stockist 

T-01484 687635 


All Dunslev !itoves 
arc manufactured 
in Great Urituin 


email; sales @ d un si ey h eat,co . uk w w w,du n sley heatxo . uk 
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Broadway 

Desirably Different Kitchens 
from £20,000 to £75,000 + 




Kitchens 


WWW. KitchensByBroadway.co.uk 
See our Price Promise Charter 


Visit Our Beautiful Showroom 

(open 7 days a week) 

54 Thornhill Road, Streetly, 

Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham B74 3EN 


Free Kitchen Design Consultation 

Nationwide Service 

Birmingham 0121 3534999 
London 0207 11 88 22 





Right Grey bell lamp, £310, Rume. 

01273 777 810, rume.co.uk 


Bottom Left Norm 69 lampshade, £85, 
Normann Copenhagen at Design 55 Interiors. 

01422 375 940, design55onlme.co.uk 


Left Frame, £20; cushions, from £25; throws, 
£30 each; bedding, £120, all J By Jasper Conran 
at Debenhams. 

0844 800 8877, debenhams.com 


Bottom Right Soda glasses, £1 each; white 
porcelain milk bottle, £5; black & white tea 
towel, £5 for five, all Tesco Direct. 

0800 323 4050, tesco.com/direct 
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The Sound of Silence! 


“Don't know how it 
ivorifs but it does, 
it’smiazing" 

Simon B 


■ 

Innovations 
SSH Awards 2012 H 






Available at Boots, your local pharmacy 
or www.goodnightsnoring.co.uk 

This just might be what you are looking for! *^'"9 



Shock! 

This product 
actually 
works! 

fliiwer! 






"Reinaves 

gnme orid f/mwcofe" 





"'Removsj soap scum^ 
Umescaie and wotermoffcs' 



"femovas tea, colfee, 
red wjne^ ond even 
peljfoins" t 


The best 
cleaners you 
have ever 
tried, or your 
money back! 

Put tKem to the test 

See website for details 



www.ozkleen.co.uk 


Australia's number one cleaners 



Availobte at: 


Sainsbury’s IheccHiperative Waitrose 


Robert Dyas 


Wilkinson 


amazonmuk 


tliro UM hvf cooY find vs? Domond jpovr refollor sfock OsKfoeo prodvcfsf 


Like LFS on: 












Neville Johnson Cotswold Staircase 
and Understair office concept, priced 
from £3,000. 0161 873 8333 
nevillejohnson.co.uk 


DESIGN 


Bespoke solutions can make life in a period 
house much easier says Susan Dickerson 



I f you love interiors as much as we do, 
it’s thrilling to think that every piece of 
furniture in Britain was once handmade 
from the baby’s cradle to the master’s table. 

The second-best bed that Shalcespeare left 
to Anne Hathaway would have been 
regarded as a designer purchase. Some 
Elizabethan beds could cost as much as a 
house and were often made to measure, such 
as the splendid Great Bed of Ware which you 
can admire in the Victoria & Albert Museum. 

As furniture evolved to become beautiful as 
well as functional, following the Restoration in 
1660, cabinetmalcers and upholsterers created 
elegant pieces for great houses in the town and 
country. On hand to help with everything from 
window dressings to easy chairs, the first interior 
designers were in great demand as the 
fashionable experimented with designs and 
materials to cover beds and walls. 

At the beginning of the 18th century, the 
best of continental designs and manufacturing 
blended with English joinery in what we now 
call the Queen Anne style. Thanks to the work 
of Thomas Chippendale and his skill in 
developing designs for his audience, the UK 
became renowned for its furniture making. 

Today, we are spoilt for choice when 
decorating our homes, but there will always be 
a market for custom made pieces which are 


The Arun dresser base in English oak and burr oak, 
94"x 19"x 34", £5,995 (any size/configuration can 
be made to order). The Real Wood Furniture 
Company, 01993 813 887, rwfco.com 

designed especially for you. Whatever your 
needs, from designing a suite of furniture for 
a study or recreating a piece you’ve admired in 
a stately home, Britain has an army of highly 
skilled craftsmen and women at your service. 

BEAUTIFUL PIECES 

“Commissioning furniture is not a complicated 
process, and with only a very basic 
understanding of materials and designs, it is 
quite possible for a homeowner to help create 
a beautiful thing with the help of a good 
designer. I find that sketching my clients' ideas 
back to them along with showing samples of 
possible finishes works incredibly well,” says 
Rupert Bevan, famous for his work at Windsor 
Castle and Babington House. 


Sometimes we also need to consider 
how we can make the best use of existing 
space and the experts can help us with our 
space planning. 

Alan Borra, senior designer at Neville 
Johnson, says, “Many people feel that they 
have to move home due to not having 
enough rooms or storage, but what we often 
find when visiting clients is that there are a 
number of areas in the home which are just not 
maximised. Good design can add enormously 
to the usefulness and value of a 
client’s existing house. 

“By working with a bespoke 
furniture manufacturer, a 'home’ 
for each item can be provided - 
often using areas that standard 
product manufacturers are 
unable to use. Examples 
of good furniture 
design in a 
period home 
can be 
furniture 
concepts that 
fit perfectly 
into sloped 
ceilings and 
awkward 

corners of the property.” 
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Cold but beautiful m faces /t 
riles, naturafMone, morbSe, hardwood, 
laminate & carpets con be transformed 
simpiy (ntofmi^g warm floors. 
Simple tnt in-.taH 
^ hteminioftally Approved 
T<jTeflr1#i3rrarrEy 


Proven with a faultless trac^i record for 
om2J years. Universaily accepted 
by Architects, Interior Designers 
& Specifiers as ‘The Nol Mirror demister’. 

Inmnathnaliy Approved ■ Low Energy Consumption 
700^ £ Mcrfnrenanfe free 

Various Sizes & Voltages * Bespoke To Order 


O’jf (-ifiMiy kHtuiPrial EiEart 
Clenra^hes. ^Fe 


TEL: +44 (0|1932 366600 - FAX: +44 I0|1932 866683 
www.deriiita.co.uk • E. salei6deniistD.co.uk 


Uiide/fioor Heating 
For Most Surfaces 


Steam Free 
Bathroom Mirrors 



27 Carnwath Road. Fulham, tL 020 7736 751 1 

LONDON. SW6 3HR 

Unit 7 (0 Trade Centre, Deacon Way. 01189 382 530 

READING RG30 6AQ 



rmx 


Tiathroom 
discount 
j gentre 

i 297 Munster Road. 
Fulhar^ London 


!6BW 


Tel ~ 02O:C5814222 
Tax:- 0207381 


www.bathdisc.co.uk 
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

TAKE A DIP 

Make your daily cleanse as 
satisfying as can be with advice 
from our bathroom panel 


I love the luxurious look of period-style baths, but my bathroom is quite 
modem. Can I get a tub that will suit my scheme? 

Our Copper Bateau bath would be a great choice for you. The polished 
finish gives it a contemporary edge, but the traditional shape will blend in 
beautifully with classic interiors. The tub is set on a plinth rather than 
standing on ball and claw feet, which will create a focal point without 
being overly traditional. Our copper bath is coated with a baked-on, hard- 
wearing compound that maintains the finish and allows it to stand up to 
the rigours of regular use. Although lightweight, the tub is super-sturdy, 
and has been hand-beaten, polished, then sealed, so each one has a unique, 
hand-finished look. 

Rita Rendo Castro, Catchpole & Rye 
020 7351 0940, catchpoleandrye.com 
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PERIOD 

FEATURES 

www.pePiodfeatupes.net tk 


PURVtyORS 

< Of > 

mmm, OflRDENMIflRE 

<flND> 

PRINTS & RGGESSORIES 

<m > 

PERIOD HOMES 


LEEK, STAFFORDSHIRE 

TEL. 01538 372202 AT 



For Quality' Bmhrbg^ Leading 

Brands At bisppUhtedfpHc^s 
WWW. o m n ibbatSl rbo j 6^ i bk jpM 

FREE DELIVERY ON ORD^S ^||| 

omnia 

BATHROOMS 



01495 244226 www.sofasofa.co.uk 


don’t] just TAKE OUR WORD FOR 
/ I 1 I 


QQQQQ 


Excellent 9,3 


Absolutely brilnant. Excellent price and 
quality* Would definitely buy again and 
recommend to friends” 
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INTERIORS Expert advice 



Floored genius 

How do I create a dramatic statement in my bathroom? 

Patterned tiles are a fantastic way to add style and colour to your wash zone. Inspired by the 
burgeoning trend in patterned concrete tiles, our new Classic series talces this stylish design and 
applies it to a glazed porcelain tile range. Porcelain tiles are denser than ceramic tiles, resulting in 
a hard-wearing, stain-resistant and scratch-proof finish, which is ideal for high-traffic areas. The 
600mm^ tiles are available in a choice of two designs, and all other sizes are supplied as a mix of patterns 
in each box. The four sizes have been designed to be used together, for a completely bespoke look. 
Nigel Brimacombe, Reed Harris 
020 7736 7511, reedharris.co.uk 



Pull out the stops A 

I want to incorporate some traditional 
accessories into my bathroom but I’m having 
trouble sourcing any. Can you help? 

Certainly! At Period Features, we stock an 
outstanding range of quality hardware, paints and 
accessories for period homes and gardens. We 
have a huge selection of old-fashioned bathroom 
accessories, including toilet roll holders, towel rails 
and rings, enamel bathroom signs, and much 
more. Our ceramic cistern pulls and matching 
light pulls are a great way to start adding period 
features to your bathroom, and we have plenty to 
choose from, including authentic reproductions 
that have the durability of modern materials as 
well as the classic style of traditional features. 

Suzy Dymock, Period Features 
01538 372 202, periodfeatures.co.uk 



Full steam ahead 


Fmfed up with having a misty mirror after 
having a shower. What can I do? 

Steamy mirrors are a real nuisance, 
particularly when you try to clean them and 
end up leaving unsightly strealcs. Thanlcfully, 
we have an easy and permanent solution that 
will resolve this issue quickly and without 
great cost. Demista^^ heated mirror pads 
connect to the lighting circuit in your 
bathroom, so that your mirror is warmed 
when the lights are switched on, which 
prevents the cold surface from steaming up. 
The pads come in a variety of sizes and the 
self-adhesive backing malces them easy to fit, 
ensuring that your mirror remains crystal 
clear in even the steamiest bathroom. 

Ruth Pearl, Demista 
01923 866 600, deinista.co.uk 


True colours t 

I’m not very confident with a paintbrush, is there 
another way that I can introduce some colour 
into my bathroom? 

How about a statement bath tub? Our baths can be 
finished in over 2,000 Dulux trade paint colours, 
so whether you’d lilce to complement your 
existing decor, or create a fabulous focal point, you 
can introduce a fun pop of colour into your 
bathroom without having to don your overalls. 

Our Tubby Too bath is a double-ended design, 
which means that it can placed anywhere in your 
bathroom, providing more space. All of our tubs 
are made from a unique Iso-Enamel material, 
which has all the benefits of cast iron without the 
weight or water heat loss. 

PhU Etherden, Albion Bath Company 
01255 831 605, albionbathco.com 






Test the waters 


I’m looking for a shower which is in a classic 
style but with all mod cons. Any ideas? 

The new Arcade range has been designed to 
bridge the gap between modern features and 
period design. Every Arcade piece is hand- 
finished with exceptional care, using the finest 
materials and manufacturing processes, to 
provide the ultimate in luxury for both 
traditional and contemporary schemes. The 
Royal free-standing over-bath shower temple 
is the latest addition to the collection, and 
boasts a technically-advanced air boost 
shower rose, which mixes water and air to 
give an invigorating spray. A durable warm 
nickel finish has been used throughout, which 
ensures that the piece will last for many years. 
Linda Hayman, Bathroom Discount Centre 
020 7381 4222, bathdisc.co.uk 
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Traditional & Contemporary Beds 
Tel: 01484 500560 



www.tinne4sleep.co.uk 



Bedsteads-uk.co.uk 

Antique Beds and Furniture 

In Brass, Iron, Wood & Upholstered Wood 


Restoration service and bespoke furniture making 
also available 

Chelvey Court Bam, Chelvey, Backwell, Bristol 
BS48 4AA 

Tel: 01275 464114 


o 

O 

u 









Simple 

Stylish 

Affordable 

01892 544228 

www.finepanel.co.uk 
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Keep your period boudoir up-to- 
date with this handy style guide 


INTERIORS Classic bedrooms 


T here’s no bliss like your bed, and after 
a long day at work, or on the rare 
morning your sleep isn’t interrupted by 
the jarring sound of the alarm clock, curling up 
under the covers is nothing short of perfection. 
But this relaxing retreat often needs a little TLC, 
and here at Period Ideas, we’ve come up with 
some great ways to update your boudoir, in 
keeping with its classic style. 

IN THE FRAME 

The first, and arguably most important, thing that 
should be considered in a bedroom revamp is 
the bed frame. Is it supportive enough? Does it 
provide adequate storage? How does it sit in 
relation to the rest of the room? The old faithful 
of bed frames, the Divan, is a classic option for 
any bedroom - they’re widely available, 
affordable and not too hefty to move. Divans can 
stand alone as a sturdy base, or you can select 
a trendy headboard to match, plus, there are 
a wealth of different sizes and storage options to 
choose from that don’t brealc the banlc. 

If you fancy something more traditional, 
bedsteads come in a variety of different sizes, 
styles and finishes, with fixed legs and 
headboards. These frames are far more 
decorative so you are more lUcely to find one to 
suit your scheme - whether you opt for a classic 
pine option, an antique four-poster, or a modern 
faux leather frame. With this style, you don’t 



Above Bronte super king 
size bed, £846, The 
English Bed Company. 

0161 925 8503, 
theenglishbed 
company.co.uk 


Left Set of two Oxford 
pillowcases, from £35; 
Connie Coral duvet, 
from £99, Christy. 

0845 758 5252, 
christy-towels.com 


Below Amelia oak bed 
frame, £429, 

Time 4 Sleep. 

01484 500 560, 
time4sleep.co.uk 
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Handcrafted in the Lake District 
of Great Britain 


/^otstools 

nuytuMy ^OHj^&OaJfy ^^ohrUSKol) 
a*ui (^JUydb^ ^fiJ^HlXKy jpenJ^/exA ^/Lydb^ 

to <3l>v^ ^lOfTiZ’ 



t: 0844 500 36 1 7 


e: flossysfootstools@gmail.com 
w: vwvw.flossysfootstools.co.uk 
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have the added hassle of choosing and fitting 
a separate headboard, and there are numerous 
slat options available to provide a firmer or 
more flexible feel. Under the bed can also 
provide extra handy storage, but this depends 
on the height and size of your bed, as well as 
your space requirements. Alternatively, you can 
choose a storage bed for your room, such as an 
ottoman or one with drawers in the base, as 
these are great space-savers in smaller 
bedrooms and help to reduce clutter. 

BETWEEN THE SHEETS 

Once your bed frame is sorted, the next element 
to consider is your bedding. There’s an 
abundance of pretty patterns and designs to 
choose from, but don’t dismiss the important 
details, such as the thread count. The higher the 
thread count, the softer and more durable your 
sheets are considered to be, which will boost the 
comfort factor of your bed. While anything 
above 200 is considered high, 400 is generally 
the highest - so be sceptical of those claiming to 
be in the thousands. 

Changing your bedding is also a great 
opportunity to experiment with texture. If your 
scheme features neutral shades, some classic 
ruching and pintuclcs are perfect for adding 
design detail with minimal effort, and you won’t 
need to worry about creases. Combining different 
fabrics and textures in your throws, pillows and 
blanlcets also has a dramatic effect, and will bring 
an extra layer of luxury to your bedding. 

BEDSIDE MANNER 

Another way to bring added style and function 
to your bedroom is by investing in some trendy 
accessories. Stick to a classic complementary 
theme by investing in a matching bed set, which 
includes a bed frame, dresser and chest of 
drawers in the same style. Or, if you prefer 
something which has a stronger impact, go for 


John Rocha bed, £850, Debenhams. 

0844 800 8877, debenhams.com 


Four poster bed, £1,649, Raft Furniture. 

020 8450 5078, raftfurniture.co.uk 

furniture in different designs for a more 
eclectic feel. This is a great way to work 
traditional and vintage pieces into your 
scheme, such as an antique bedside table or 
chaise lounge. The latter is a popular 
bedroom choice because of the added 
comfort it brings, as well as the luxury 
designs and fabrics available. Occasional 
chairs also malce lovely bedroom features, 
particularly if you need to fill a bare space. 
So, if you’re tired of your bed, your sheets or 
the general layout of your boudoir, there’s 
a variety of options to choose from to shalce 
up your scheme. 
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Wm. BOYLE 



CORNICES • UPLIGHTING COVING 
CEILING ROSES -MOULDINGS 


COLUMNS • CAST-IRON RADIATORS 

Call or email for a copy of our free brochure 
0141 429 1218. UK Wide Delivery. 

Visit our website to view our full range of 
contemporary and traditional lightweight mouldings. 
Email: sales@wmboyle.co.uk 
www.wmboyle.co.uk 


Garden Trading 



Garden Trading has all the essentials for relaxing 
outdoor living this summer; including Table and 
Chair sets, BBQ's, Planters and Plant Suports and 
all manner of Tabletop and Serving Essentials. 

Plus, browse our wide range of stylishly practical 
Lighting, Homeware and Storage Solutions. 

www.gardentrading.co.uk 0845 608 4448 



Kitchen, laundr)', utility, storage, outside and textiles 
bettytwyford.com or call 01568 611124 


O f fo I'd O t y'iVy f 0 rd 
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Country & Vintage 

SPECIAL 




Left Discover a range 
of vintage-inspired 
gifts and homewares 
at The Rustic Rabbit. 

01756 752 272 , 
therusticrabbit.co.uk 


Left Jug, £8; sweet pea 
afternoon tea set, £10; sweet 
pea teapot, £15; sweet pea 
two-tier cake stand, £18; 
rose bistro set, £199, all 
Dobbies. 0131 561 6406 , 
dobbies.com 


Right Squidgel 
bed, £1,195, Loaf. 

0845 468 0698 , 
loaf.com 


Vintage shopping 



Seoana Sherry-Brennan shares some essential 
advice to help you find the perfect vintage piece 


A t one time, we couldn’t get enough of the new. 

We craved the latest thing in all aspects of our lives, from 
fashion and food, to transport and technology. Today this 
unsustainable way of life has been replaced with a new ethos, and we 
can see a shift in the value that is placed on ‘new’, thanks in part to 
research conducted by the Department for Environment, Food & Rural 
Affairs. It calculated that over 280 million tonnes of waste is created 
each year in the UK alone, signalling a crucial need to review our 
shopping habits. With environmental considerations affecting how many 
people shop, it has become fashionable to ignore the siren call of the 
‘new in’ notices and choose pieces from the past instead- it’s time to 
embrace vintage. 

PLAN AHEAD 

Although the terms ‘vintage’ and ‘retro’ may seem interchangeable, there 
is a difference. Vintage refers to the period between 1920 and 1960, with 
anything later than that regarded as retro and anything over 100 years 
old classed as antique. This time span encapsulates a variety of different 
design eras, which is why vintage pieces can blend into any type of home 


or decor. One example of a vintage style which can be used to update 
your home is Art Deco. Collette Riggs at Wm. Boyle (0141 429 1218, 
wmboyle.co.uk) tells us more. “The 1920s saw the introduction of Art 
Deco architecture. Bold geometric and symmetrical shapes were 
a common theme. A typical feature of Art Deco coving is a stepped 
design, and this is now a popular choice for many contemporary 
design schemes.” 

If you’re keen to furnish your abode with second-hand homeware, it 
pays to be prepared. Firstly, track down reliable sources. Specialist 
vintage dealers will be pricey, but they will have an abundance of helpful 
knowledge, as well as a wide selection of items sourced from the UK and 
overseas. If you want to save money, head to your local vintage market. 
Don’t be afraid to haggle, particularly for damaged pieces. The real 
bargains are to be found online, although it can be difficult to determine 
authenticity through a screen. If you’re feeling lucky, visit local car boot 
sales, as there is always a chance you may find a treasure among the 
trash. There are urban myths about smug buyers discovering Fames 
lounge chairs languishing in skips by the side of the road, but don’t pin 
your hopes on coming across your perfect piece this way. 
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expressionsgifts.co.uk 







These are -2? 


a few of our 
favourite things... 


For 

vintage & 
countryside 
inspired gifts 
and 

baby wear. 




01432 370998 


50 Broad Street, Hereford 

expressionsgifts.co.uk 



w>ww.ellajamss.co.uk 

Irresistible Gifts for Children & Elegant Home Accessories 


Shop online at www.ellajames.co.uk 
for more inspirational ideas for your home 
Email: info@ellajames.co.uk 
Telephone: 0 1 572 759 1 90 for mail order. 


Willow Teacup Planter £14 



OPEN 7 DAYS 

WWW. warehouse701 .co.uk 


CO 




WYE VALLEY 

RECUMATION 


)I432 353606 
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INDUSTRY INSIDER 

Charlotte Legge at Wye Valley Reclamation 
(01432 375 511, warehouse701.co.uk), 

shares her advice on what to look out for 
when buying vintage furniture: 

■ Malce sure it’s a sturdy piece of furniture 
with no wobbly legs, a loose back or 
other unsteady features. 

Check for woodworm and treat it 
immediately if necessary. 

Look to see what type of fixings are used 
- cross head screws and stainless nuts 
and bolts have little history. 

An original piece will always hold its 
value whereas upcycled items may not. 
Always try chairs and tables together as 
legs get trimmed or worn away on both. 



iw’mx ' A — — s. \ ^ 


Above Eversley Home offers a beautiful range of home 
furnishings and gifts, including these faux leather boxes 
(priced from £20), which are an ideal way to get the 
vintage look without the antique price tag. 

01663 308 020, eversleyengland.co.uk 


CHECK THE CONDITION 

Furniture and home accessories made in 
previous eras had higher-quality materials 
than modern counterparts, which makes 
them far more durable and long-lasting - so 
don’t hold their age against them! Every era 
has its fair share of poorly made pieces 
though, so don’t assume that all vintage is top 
quality. Check for secure fittings and well- 
constructed elements; for example, if you’re 
purchasing a vintage dresser, make sure the 
drawers all run smoothly. 

While it is tempting to seek out the top 
brands of the time, it is worth considering 
lesser-known names too. They will be cheaper 
but may be just as good quality. Don’t let 
a name sway you - if you’re picking pieces 
based on their provenance and future value, 
you must also pay close attention to the finish. 
No one will want severely damaged furniture, 
no matter who made it. If you are investing in 
a brand, try and obtain the original sales 
receipts to prove the item’s origin. Most timber. 


Country & Vintage 

SPECIAL 



Clear acrylic pi:gssed 
wine glass, £2; clear 
acrylic pressed 
pitcher, £8; ornate 
metal folding bistro 
chair, £35; ornate 
metal folding bistro 
table, £40, all 
Tesco Direct. 

0800 323 4050, 
tesco.com/direct 


ceramic and glass pieces will be signed by the 
artist, and furniture will have labels with the 
designer’s name and date of manufacture. 

KEEP AN OPEN MIND 

The most important thing is not to focus 
wholly on the condition. Spot the potential 
- a little elbow grease can go a long way 
when renovating. Don’t let scratches or 
marks put you off, slight damage is easily 
repaired with help from a specialist. Ugly 
upholstery isn’t an issue either - if the bare 
bones of the piece are solid, you can revamp 
it with a brand new fabric. 

A pre-loved piece may come with the 
occasional scratch or dent, but it also has 
a charm that is impossible to find in furniture 
straight from the factory floor. A chair isn't just 
a chair - it’s a story; it’s someone’s past, woven 
into the fibres. Buying vintage isn’t only an 
investment in your home; it also helps preserve 
our design history, and keeps alive the 
traditions and tales of the past. 



Below Rekindle memories of 
cherished childhood holidays 
with a rocking deck chair, 
pictured here in Suffolk 
stripe. Priced at £70, 

Garden Trading. 

0845 608 4448, 
gardentrading.co.uk 
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Coates English Willow 


willows & wetlands visitor centre 


www.coatesenglishwillow.co.uk 
0 1 823 490249 F: 0 1 823 4908 1 4 
info@coatesenglishwillow.co.uk 



ideas for Couvxfery Lovers 

www.countrysidegreetings.com 


Countryside Greetings 


CARDS & GIFTS FOR COUNTRY LOVERS 




SHOTGUN CARTK.1DGE 
COASTERS, MATS AND GLASS 
Cheese Platters 


Gift Wrap 
Shooting & 
EQUESTRIAN 


Greeting Cards wth Sounds 


BRYN Parry mugs 




Visit our website to view our wide seiection of 
framed prints & canvases by a range of popuiar 
artists, including Catherine Stephenson, 
Michael Sanders, Rod Chase and many more! 

www.thecountiystile.co.uk 

FREE DELIVERY ON ALL ORDERS OVER £50 


-^the 

fOTl 


COUNTRY 

STILE 




Framed Prints 

& Canvases 


Horncastle, Lincolnshire ( 01507 ) 525871 

vww.thecountiystile.co.uk 


Country Style home decor, 
painted furniture, 
gifts & cards. 


The 
Blueberry' 
Store 


New England Interiors Shaker 
Folk Art ^ Americana 


Old Fashioned 
Milk Paint 
Stockist 



www.blueberrystore.co.uk 

shop@blueberrystore.co.uk/01799 500116 


10% off in April & May with Discount Code MAYOFFER 
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Country & Vintage 

SPECIAL 



BACK TO BASICS 

• Furnish your abode in an assortment of 
shapes and sizes - different forms become 
oddly harmonious when put together, creating 
a trendy and eclectic style. 

• Old utensils and accessories with an aged 
feel are perfect for achieving this barn-inspired 
look, so use recycled fruit crates and salvaged 
milk churns for a cute and cosy effect. 

• Keep natural textures exposed, such as rough 
woods and brickwork, for an authentic 
farmhouse feel, or freshen up your scheme 
with painted surfaces in neutral shades. 


Rural 

DREAM 

Embrace farmhouse chic 
using rustic textures and 
humble hues 


1 Blind in Henny Penny linen, £40 per m. Voyage Decoration. 0141 641 1700, voyagedecoration.com 2 Blanket box, £310; five-drawer chest, £675; 
double sleigh bed, £695, all from the Cotswold collection at Maison. 020 8332 2337, maisonhomemteriors.com 3 Spring floral pods picture by 
Catherine Stephenson, £90, Country Stile. 01507 525 871, thecountrystile.co.uk 4 Old-fashioned milk paint, £15.95, The Blueberry Store. 

01799 500 117, hlueherrystore.co.uk 5 Cast-iron mice, £9.95 per pair. Expressions Gifts. 01432 370 998, expressionsgifts.co.uk 6 Cream wooden 
dining table, £259.95, Melody Maison. 01302 711 116, melodymaison.co.uk 
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duckydora 

beautiful for life 



Exclusive designs • hand painted ceramics 
textiles made in Britain 


Tel: 08434 873104 

Email: customerservices@duckydora.co.uk 
www.duckydora.com 



Country (Des^ 


The Number ! in Home Offices 


Specialists in Custom Built Desks, Filing Cabinets, 
Bookcases & Chairs 



Visit our website: www.countrydesks.co.uk 
Telephone 01442 8428% Freephone 0800 074 7878 
Em ai 1 : sa les@con ntry desksxo.n k 
or visit our new showroom at 


THE GRANARY* MILE BARN FARM 
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD ROAD • DAGNALL 
BERKHAMSTED • HERTFORDSHIRE HP4 tQR 



Located just outside the famous 
Stratford upon Avon, The Bam spans over 
13’000 sq ft selling a wide range of antiques, 
furniture and collectables. 

www.baniantique.co.uk «|» info@bamautique.co.uk 1 789 72 ] 399 

Station Road. Long Marsiou, Nr Stratford upon Avon, Works, CV37 8RP 
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Country & Vintage 

SPECIAL 



Luxe 

LANDSCAPE 

Recreate a manor-house 
scheme with rich tones and 
hound-inspired homewares 






m 


THE WILD SIDE 

• Bring a hint of the hunting life indoors by 
decorating with countryside creatures and faux 
fur fabrics. 

• Large, cosy furniture is ideal for creating this 
lavish look - combine sumptuous sofas with 
plush cushions and hard-wood floors for 

a dramatic impact. 

• Adorn your home in leather and tweed 
fabrics and deep, rich tones to create 

a luxurious feel, and decorate with metallic 
accessories to break up the soft scheme. 


1 Hiding pheasant cushion, £45; Benny chair in berrydale plum, from £728, Voyage Decoration. 0141 641 1700, voyagedecoration.com 2 Nickel-plated 
aluminium drip candle sticks, from £55, Carnill & Company. 01636 918 501, carnillandcompany.com 3 Stag head lamp, £95, Within. 020 7087 2900, 
withinhome.com 4 Voyage Cato stag round footstool, £155, Cotswold Trading. 01386 853 331, cotswoldtrading.com 5 Kitchen worktop surface 
protectors, £29.99, Countryside Greetings. 01789 778 603, countrysidegreetings.com 6 Herbie Hound feather-filled cushion, £22.99, The Shed Inc. 

0844 409 7827, theshedinc.co.uk 
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p4neland furniture ltd 



p4nELAND furniture ltd - 01299 271143 


• 100% solid wood kitchens - no MDF, chipboard or ply 

• Dovetail jointed drawers - mortise and tenon joints for carcases 

• Free design service, individual, hand drawn plans 

• Non-standard sizes, at no extra cost, to suit your kitchens dimensions 

• Fully assembled units; no annoying flat-pack assembly 

• Straightforward, easy to understand costing - prices include VAT & delivery 

• Painting service now available 

p4neland is a privately owned, family company that has been established for 
over 20 years. We believe in listening to our clients, and our hand drawn plans, 
reflect our customers desires and opinions. The final design combines well 
planned functionality, with elegance and beauty, and our clients are often surprised 
how all this can be achieved at such a reasonable cost. 

Visit our website; www.pineland.co.uk Email: enauiries@pineland.co.uk or call our offices: 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER, SHROPSHIRE 01299 271143 
NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE 01606 41292 


The Aga 
Exchange 



Reconditioned Aga Cookers and 
Re-enamelling Service 
There Has Never Been a Better Time 
To Exchange or Buy an Aga Cooker 


OIL - GAS - 13 AMP ELECTRIC 



Tel: 01929 472121 
WWW. agaexchange .co.uk 



NOT JUST KITCHENS... BOOK A FREE INITIAL DESIGN CONSULTATION 



KIT STONE 

www.kitstone.co.uk 


Handmade kitchens, bathrooms & interiors, sensibly priced 

LONDON TUNBRIDGE WELLS READING MARLBOROUGH BRISTOL EPSOM 


fythw tuL f j 
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Country & Vintage 

SPECIAL 



Midsomer is painted in an off white 
a solid oak frame and veneered 
£enti^ panel. Complementary features 
I include tongue and groove panelling, 
glass display cabinets and cream 
crackle^'drop drawer handles-Qpy^ 
ImperialjKitchens cost from £10,000^ 
01227 742 424, crown-imperia l j ^dfuk 


Rustic Charm 


Bring a relaxed feel to your home with a fabulous kitchen says Susan Dickerson 


N othing evokes comfort quite like 
a country kitchen, so pick and 
choose from a variety of cabinetry 
and materials to malce the look your own. 
Rustic style is undone, simple and practical, 
rather than the high-gloss, linear look of 
designer German and Italian kitchens. 

As each generation rediscovers the kitchen 
as a multi-purpose place which can provide 
solace as well as hot dinners, a reinterpretation 
of country style can help to ground us and 
promote a feeling of sanctuary. 

CREAM OF COUNTRY 

With so much uncertainty in our daily lives, 
stability in the kitchen can evoke comforting 
memories, and the tactile nature of a wooden 
worktop or handles smooth to the touch can be 
soothing after a hard day at work or battling 
through rush hour traffic. 

Thanks to a resurgence of interest in food, 
sustainable living and a more thrifty approach 


to living, country has never been so relevant. 
The latest appliances can rub shoulders with 
the best of British cabinetry, whether you prefer 
a free-standing or more fitted look. A clever 
way to bring a country touch to your kitchen is 
by replacing your existing kitchen doors. 

“You don’t even have to remove your doors 
until your new ones arrive by courier, that way 
you can replace each door one by one to keep 
any disruption to a minimum,” explains Phil 
Temple at Shaker2go.co.uk. "We have a guide 
on our website for measuring your existing 
doors and it explains simple hinge measuring 
so you can just do a straight swap without the 
worry of complicated alterations. You can 
achieve the bespoke kitchen look without the 
bespoke kitchen price tag, and we are here to 
guide you every step of the way.” (Find out 
more on 01233 220 311 or shalcer2go.co.uk). 

You can choose painted units or decorate 
an island or butcher block yourself. The aim is 
to create a living kitchen where your children 
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After intensive marketing meetings on how we can grab your attention we 
thoughtT let's just show a few recent examples of trailitlonal shaker doors 
we've handmade [it Kent 

Any st2e» pnrn&d ar bare. 

Direct from our workshop, delivered to your home. 

WWW. shaker2go .co.uk 

01233220 311 


AVEC COOKERS 

The UK’s finest Aga reconditioning specialist 



Oil, Gas & Eectric Aga Cookers from £2500 


Come and see our showroon at 
Mereside Farm, Chester Road, 
AltrinchamCheshire WA I4 3RU 

Tel. 01565 830 885 Email, info@aveccookers.co.uk 
Sales Spares Cookware Servicing 



www.westcountrycookers.com 
7:01548 830069 F: 01 548 83091 2 

We purchase Agas for restoration 
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Country & Vintage 

SPECIAL 


2 This hand-crafted 
cabinetry in limewood to 
a bespoke design painted 
in 'Theresas Green' from 
Farrow & Ball works 
beautifully with timber 
flooring and a simple 
dining area in this cook 
zone. Kitchens are priced 
from £30,000 at Barnes 
of Ashburton. 

01364 653 613 , 
barnesofashburton.co.uk 


and grandchildren will do their homework at 
the table and you and your daughter will talk 
long into the night. A kitchen which inspires 
intimacy and companionship, and above all, 
warmth and tenderness. The kitchen forms the 
backdrop to many of our daily dramas as it is a 
place the whole family uses, from celebrating 
sports day, to the arrival of a new puppy or 
soothing a teenage broken heart. And, on a 
more prosaic level, it’s where the kettle is kept! 


COMFORT FIRST 

Trust your instincts when visiting kitchen 
showrooms or looking for pieces at auction. 
Think about the ambience of your favourite 
restaurant, the colours and furniture used to 
encourage patrons to linger and consider how 
your friends' kitchens malce you feel. Wooden 
furniture and classic proportions help to create 
a comforting feel. 

The kitchen is a hard-working room which 
ease the transition from home to the outside 
world, where we prepare ourselves for the day 
ahead and regroup in the evening. It is a place 
to potter and unwind in, although we tend to 
gather around an island unit or inspect the 
fridge together, rather than roasting a suckling 
pig on a spit. 

The best colour schemes are ones which 
make your family feel happy and secure. Look 
for soft chalky off- whites and warm colours for 
social spaces. Natural materials will age 
beautifully and feel pleasant to touch, so choose 
elements which are tactile as well as pleasing 
to the eye. Worktops need to be resilient, 
functional and handsome. Make sure they are 
at a comfortable height. Although furniture 
comes in standard shapes and sizes, human 
beings don’t, so if you are petite, be realistic 
about shelving and cupboards. 


3 A bespoke solution can 
often be a brilliant idea in 
older period properties, 
especially when there are 
architectural elements to 
work with. Kitchens from 
Martin Moore cost from 
£35,000. 0845 180 0015 , 
martinmoore.com 

4 There’s nothing like an 
old-fashioned larder to 
offer ample storage in the 
country kitchen. The 
Hartham larder is priced 
£1,299 and you can buy 
similar pieces in the 
range at Harvey Jones. 
0800 389 6938 . 
harveyjones.co.uk 
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JOHN WILLIES 

COUNTRY KITCHENS 

FITTED & FREESTANDING KITCHENS 
SOLID WOOD THROUGHOUT 


www.john-willies.com 



— ~ -I 

HANDMADE, SUPERB QUALITY AT A FAIR PRICE 
FAMILY BUSINESS WITH PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


www.j ohn-willies.com 

EXTENSIVE SHOWROOMS OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 9am-5pm 

JOHN WILLIES COUNTRY KITCHENS 
1, 2, 3 RINGWOOD ROAD, BURLEY BH24 4AD 
TEL: (01425) 403338 OR 403320 FOR ALL ENQUIRIES 



BURGESS 

RECLAMATION 

Souldern, Oxfordshire OX277HT 
01869 346347 


www.burgessreclamation.co.uk 

info@burgessreclamadon.co.uk 



Largest reclamation yard 
in Oxfordshire 


Opening hours Monday to Friday 7.30am to 5pm 
Saturday Sam to 4pm 



Bulmer Brick & Tile Co. 

Specialists in purpose nicide Ijricks [or restofution cind conservcition 


We lidnd mdke lyo cli[[erent slices of fdcings cind over fooo Special 
shdpes. from plintlrs, squintis dnd copings to puqpo^^ nidde chimney 
bricb. [loor bricks, pcimmenis. dccortuivc plcques cind garden edgings. 


Tel: 01787 zbq 23Z 

(THd i] : bbt @ bu I nicrb ric kd n d t i le .co. u k 
1 )u I rnerl I ric kci ndt i Ic .co.u k 



COPSK COTT.AGK, FORD MANOR ROAD. DORM \i\SL AM). 
SlIRRFA RII7 6NZ I TEL / FAX OFFICE ()i:H2 8.34829 
M( )H ILK 07710 8.>4497 I EM AIL l>.\villianisoii.37@liotiiiail.(‘oiii 

WWW. 1 ) wiIJiaiiisonaiwh la lighters . ei > . uk 
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Sweet 

DREAMS 


How two sisters developed 
a beautiful bed linen business 



W e love to celebrate family 

businesses here at Period Ideas 
so this month we are delighted to 
introduce you to sisters Molly and Harriet, who 
have worked together for many years. The pair 
have always worked in retail, in the bedroom 
sector, and dreamed of running their own 
business together, working on a brand that they 
could be proud of. 

Molly is a textiles designer and Harriet is 
a marketing expert, so it made perfect sense for 
them to start something to combine their skills. 
They also share a love of bed time. “It’s the best 
part of the day,” says Molly. “I think the bedroom 
is a very personal space, and you deserve the 
best that you can afford so you can snuggle up 
in comfort.” 


QUALITY CONTROL 

After malcing bed linen for other companies for 
many years, the sisters decided to go it alone, 
and the Secret Linen Store was born in 2013. 
From the outset, they knew that they wanted to 
be different, and stand out from the rest. They 
both love colour and pattern, and producing high 
quality linen is very important to them. Molly 
and Harriet were determined to malce their 
collection affordable without compromising on 
quality. Lots of numbers and spreadsheets later, 
they realised that they could sell bed linen for up 
to 40% less than the high street, by selling it 
online only, rather than in bricks and mortar 
stores up and down the country. 


The challenge when selling textiles online is 
getting across the lovely feel and colour of the 
bedding, so they created a sample service! It is 
free and easy, and ensures customers can 
match fabrics with curtains and accessories. 

The bed linen comes in an array of finishes 
too. Some people like a soft feel, others prefer a 
crisper finish. Fortunately the Secret Linen Store 
has all bases covered, so you can find your 
perfect match. 


It’s amazing that we can make so many 
different fabrics all from a humble plant 


CLASSIC COLLECTIONS 

You can discover duvet covers, pillowcases, 
sheets, cushions and throws to freshen up your 
home. Look out for patterned and plain sheets 
and rest assured that the collections are 
designed to be mixed and matched. Sheets are 
often forgotten, but Molly and Harriet want their 
beautiful offerings to be cherished instead. 

Their luxurious bed linen is made in a well- 
established factory in Portugal. The sisters spend 
lots of time there ensuring their linens are the 
best they can be, and trying new colours and 
patterns. 'You can never predict how different 
yarn colours will come together,” says Molly. 
“Making the bed linen in Europe is important so 
we can make sure that the quality is fantastic. 

All of our bed linen is finished, inspected and 
packed by hand. We are also keen to eliminate 
non-essential packaging, so our orders are 
picked and wrapped by hand and delivered with 
a few hidden surprises in paper potato sacks!” 







Discover the SECRET LINEN STORE 

You can enjoy a fabulous 10% off as a Period Ideas reader. Head to the secretlineiistore.com and enter the code SLEEPWELL, which is valid 
until 31st May 2015. Please note that this offer does not apply to Clearance lines. Or call the ladies on 01243 606 245 and sort out your sheets. 
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LIMESTONE 

MARBLE 

SLATE 

TRAVERTINE 

PORCELAIN 


Honed, Polished & Tumbled tiles 


Solid & 

Engineered 
Oak 
Antique 
Brushed 
Distressed 

Pre Oiied, Unfinished 


Natural 

Image 


FLOORING 



Unit 3 White House Farm, Green Lane, Chart Sutton ME17 3ES 
01 622 840420/01 580 895489 www.stoneandwoodfloors.co.uk 


Quality Vintage Leather 



Open Monday - Friday 9.oo - 5.3o (Saturday by Appointment) 

Portley House, North Rood, 
Leominster, Herefordshire 
HR60AA 

You’ll be sure to find what 
you’re looking for in our 
PayPal 6000 sq ft warehouse 

Good Service is our speciality 


Web: www.qualityvintageleather.com 
Email: sales@quaiityvintageieather.com 
Tel: 0800 298 ^9o1 Fax: o1568 616144 


Pughs Antiques 

Open Monday - Friday 9.oo - 5.3o (Saturday by Appointment) 

Portley House, North 
Rood, Leominster, 
Herefordshire 
HR6 oAA 

We have 6000 Square 
feet of Engiish, French, 
itaiian Furniture. 

A fine seiection of Antique 
Wooden Beds. 

Good Service is our 

■ ’ - ■ r .1 ....... speciality 

f \ Please ring prior to visitation 

Web: www.pughsantiques.com 

PayPal Email: sales@pughsantiques.com 

Tel: 0800 298 49o1 Fax: o1568 616144 



durability 

beauty 

history 



www.delaboleslate.co.uk eight centuries of Cornish craftsmanship DELABOLESLATE 
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Renovating 


COMPLETE GUIDE TO 

RENOVATION 

Inspiration and practical advice for owners of older properties 



I Star home 


The Building Research Establishment has introduced 
a national quality mark to rate new housing. The Home 
Quality Mark will work on a five-star rating system, 
based on a house’s overall running costs, so buyers and 
renters will have a clear indication of a property’s general 
performance before they invest. For more information, 
head to homequalitymark.com 


SUBTLE STYLE 

The natural sandstone paving slabs from 
Bradstone are perfect for updating a driveway or 
patio, whilst staying true to classic style. 
Available in a variety of neutral shades, these 
trendy paving blocks are priced from £22 per 
sq m. Call 01335 372 289 or visit bradstone.com 
to find out more. 






itwlr & 






Perfect pipes 

As one of the UK’s leading 
providers of rainwater 
systems. Yeoman Rainguard 
offers a broad selection of 
products, including attractive 
copper and aluminium 
gutters and cast-iron 
replicas. This broad array of 
materials enables you to 
retain the traditional style of 
your period property, 
without compromising on 
performance. For more 
details on all products 
and services, 
visit rainguard.co.uk 



Window wonders 

With The Sash Window Workshop, you 
can restore your classic sash windows 
to their former glory, or indulge in 
a complete window makeover. This 
traditional one over one timber sash 
window is a beautiful example of the 
full and comprehensive service offered 
by the company, including draught 
sealing, double-glazing existing 
windows, and the manufacture and 
installation of secondary double- 
glazing. Call 01344 868 668 for 
a quotation, or visit sashwindow.com 


PERIOD IDEAS 117 







ofEngintcftd, 

Solid, 

^^fmishtd 

And 

^injuet iFTbonne 
ailfitia, * 

’‘^tain^bJetintt.r 




GRANGEWC 

FLOORS 




Showroom 

71 Queens Road, Weybridge 
KT13 9UQ 

0 1 932 846900 

WWW. grangewoodf loors.co. u k 



THE ANTIQUE OAK 
FLOORING COMPANY 

Specialists in Antique & Reclaimed Flooring 


S 3 »I<' Mli 




25.00 per sq. mi 


7555 

looring.com 

ooring.com 



Expert finishes for wood & metal 



Rustins Textured 
^ Decking Oil contains 
. agents to improve the 
slip resistance in wet 
^ and dry conditions on 
exterior timber decking 
“ and timber walkways. 

Rustins Textured 
^ Decking Oil is 
independently tested 
^ and rated as “low slip 
J potential“ according to 
BS7976, Part 2, 2002 
'-4 assessment of slip 
S resistance. 

^ It contains UV absorbers 
y and biocide to protect 
^ the oil from mould and 
' wiji allow the natural 
; beauty Of the wood to 
g show through. 


www.rustins.co.uk Telephone: +44 (0)20 8450 4666 
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Renovating 


QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

Take the FLOOR 

Style your home from the ground up with top tips on flooring 



Stand strong 

I’m considering fitting engineered flooring in my home, 
but I’m not sure what the benefits are - can you help? 

Engineered flooring is a wonderful product - it has all the aesthetic 
benefits of solid wood but the cross layered composition of an 
engineered board, creating a surface with greater strength and stability. 

It is therefore less likely to be affected by moisture and temperature 
changes, making it suitable for hot and humid areas, such as kitchens and 
bathrooms. It can also be used with most types of underfloor heating, and 
boards come in wider and longer options to fit awkward spaces. When it 
comes to style there’s something for everyone, from light, white wash 
finishes to dark moody browns, such as our new Smoky Mountain 
flooring, which has beautifully rich, dark chocolate tones. 

Peter Keane, The Natural Wood Floor Company 
020 8871 9771, naturalwoodfloor.co.uk 



Floor filler 

How do you judge a rug's quality and what are the benefits of 
hand-made options? 

A common misconception people make is to think that a thicker rug is 
of a higher quality than a thinner one. It all depends on how you are 
going to use the rug, as good quality rugs tend to be thinner, due to the 
greater number of knots per square inch, but if a rug is going to get a lot 
of wear, it will need to have more body to last longer. In my opinion, 
there’s no better investment than a hand-made rug, which offers what 
no machine-made one can - beautiful designs that have been passed 
down through generations of carpet weavers, as well as hand-spun 
wool, vegetable dyes and a natural dying process. 

Katya Maiseyeva, Oriental Rugs of Bath 
01761 451 764, orientalrugsofbath.com 
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Oriental Rugs 

• o/BATH 


HANDMADE ARTISAN RUGS 
THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


Bookbarn International, Wells Road, 
Hallatrow, Bristol, BS39 6EX 
Please contact us on: 01761 451 764 or visit: 

www.oHentalrugsofbath.com 


FURTHER REPUCTIONS - UP TO 50% OFF 



Bakers Timber Reclaim Ltd 

experts in timber reclamation 

bakerstimberreclaim.com 



flooring 

• reclaimed oak 

• re^claimed pine 

• new oak F 


beams 

• reclaimed oak 

• reclaimed pine 

• new oak 


lots Of ancient timbers sculpture! 
by nature at our yard call li 
and take a look 


cladding 

• shabby chic pine 

• barn sidings 

• old carriage boards 


probably the largest stockist 
of old oak beams in the 
east of England 


t: 01328 855321 
I m: 07786 803 064 

bakerstimber@hotnnaiLcom 


HeJhoughton Road • Hempton • Fakenham • Norfolk 




Vintage Floor 
Tile t:GjTi i;.any 


Stocking the largest selection of 
original encaustic, geometric and 
reclaimed quarry tiles in the country. 

Call 01285 760886 
www.thevintagefloortilecompany.co.uk 






8|i t- \ 
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Great slate 

I would like an original style stone floor 
in my period country house. What should 
I be looking for? 

Since Elizabethan times, flagstones have 
been the most widely used flooring, so 
these are a good place to start. While 
flagstones were usually made from the 
best local stone, slate has always been 
a popular choice too because of its very 
low water absorption. While you can buy 
equally sized slabs, the random length 
slabs are traditional and affordable, and 
tend to be more authentic. Plus, you can 
make sure you get better value for money 
by buying direct from quarries such as 
Delabole Slate - the oldest working slate 
quarry in England. 

Thessellie Hamilton, The Delabole Slate 
Co. 01840 212 242, delaboleslate.co.uk 


◄ Keep it down 

How do we get quality and value for money 
from our wood flooring? 

At Natural Image, we do not sell through retail 
outlets or high street showrooms. By doing so 
we keep costs down, resulting in fair prices. 
Plus, we source all our natural wood and 
stone flooring materials from the world’s most 
environmentally conscious suppliers and 
manufacturers. Our flooring is stored in our 
insulated warehouse in Kent, where we hold 
extensive stocks of our products. We supply 
to builders, construction companies and 
homeowners in the UK and abroad, and are 
committed to providing high-quality flooring, 
a reliable service, and incredible value 
for money. 

Hash Mystery, Natural Image 

01622 840 420, stoneandwoodfloors.co.uk 


Test of time 

Can you help restore and 
extend the original 
geometric floor in my 
town house? 

Yes. Our reclaimed tile stock is the largest in the 
UK and covers many styles, from the Victorian 
era through to the 1950s. We have a wide range of 
geometric tiles in different shapes, sizes and 
colours, as well as encaustic tiles (tiles with the 
pattern inlaid using up to six different colours). 

Our tiles are supplied cleaned and ready to be 
laid, so whether you want a complete floor 
makeover or are making repairs to an existing 
floor, our team are happy to discuss the design 
based on your requirements. You can view all of 
our tiles at our showroom in Gloucestershire, to 
make sure you get exactly what you want. 

Debbie Kedge, The Vintage Floor Tile Co. 01285 
760 886, thevintagefloortilecompany.co.uk 



Perfect fit 

Where can I find a specialist fitter to install 
reclaimed flooring in my property? 

Our new Premier service can help you. It’s 
a supply and fit service for reclaimed parquet 
flooring, which is totally hassle-free. We’ll 
organise a specialist fitter to come round and 
discuss the different options available to you and 
measure your room and floor area. Your fitter 
will also show you different wood samples and 
photographic examples of finished flooring. For 
many people, having the expertise to fit parquet 
flooring is a big concern, but this fuss-free 
service will do it all for you. After your 
appointment, you’ll receive a quote for anything 
you are interested in having done. 

Sara Cox, Parquet Parquet 

01507 313 470, parquet-parquet.co.uk 



On display 

We've chosen to install wooden floors in our 
property, but aren't sure which type. Any tips? 

Visiting a showroom to browse all the different 
materials and finishes is a great way to choose 
your floor. The Grangewood Floors’ showroom 
is spread over three levels and displays over 
200 styles to help you find the right wood floor 
for you, while our experienced staff are on hand 
to answer any queries. Our gallery style displays 
offer you the chance to see large areas of floor, 
giving you a much clearer vision of how your 
finished room will look. Our flooring products 
are also complemented by a full range of solid 
wood accessories, including skirting 
and architraves. 

Richard Kidd, Grangewood Floors 
01932 846 900, grangewoodfloors.co.uk 
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RESTORE & ORDER 

Seoana Sheny-Brennan chats to the team at Fortis & Hooke 
about their superior sash window restoration service 


W hether it’s battling the blealc 

British winters, or suffering from 
overuse during the hot summer 
months, our windows put up with a lot. So it’s 
not surprising that they can fall into a state of 
disrepair, particularly if they are original to 
a period property. Thanlcfully, Fortis & Hooke is 
on hand to help. Using tried and tested methods 
that have been fine-tuned through many years of 
experience, it helps to restore traditional sash 
windows to their former glory. 


BRIGHT FUTURE 

Pieter Booyse, director of Fortis & Hooke, 
explains exactly what the restoration process 
involves. “We begin by removing the original 
sashes from the sash boxes and replacing them 
with temporary look-alilce sashes. The original 
sash is then talcen to our workshop where, using 
both modern and traditional techniques, we 
refurbish all mechanical parts and install 
draught-sealing systems. We then strip the 
original sashes of any old paint or decoration and 


redecorate with an oil-based, flexible paint. The 
restoration process is then completed by refitting 
the sashes into a fully renovated, repaired and 
decorated frame.” 

The benefits of this sophisticated system are 
two-fold. As well as providing you with 
windows that look fabulous, move well and are 
more heat efficient, any underlying issues that 
could cause further damage in the future are 
resolved. This ensures that your revamped 
windows will last for many years to come. 
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I Fortis& HOOKE 

are specialists in the restoration, renovation and redecoration of timber sash windows. For a no-obligation survey of 
j your windows, call 0800 313 4688 or visit fortishooke.co.uk 
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WELL PRESERVED 

Fortis & Hooke is passionate about restoration 
over replacement, and will do everything it can 
to preserve original features. “The old adage 'they 
don’t malce them lilce they used to’ is something 
we can demonstrate on a daily basis,” says 
Pieter. “Original windows were made with well- 
seasoned timber, which withstands the elements 
much better than newer timber substitutes. It is 
therefore our opinion that a well-restored sash 
window is much more capable of providing 
longevity than a replacement unit.” 

“We do fit new sashes into existing frames 
if a full upgrade is completely necessary, or 
preferred by the home owner. Our team of 
expert joiners can replace sashes with new 
hardwood versions that match the style of the 
original window. However, we believe that 
replacement should be a last resort, so we 
always suggest restoration as the first option.” 

The company also feels strongly about our 
English heritage, and believes that in order to 
respect this, original features should be retained. 
Windows are a crucial part of our country’s 
history, as they provide us with a glimpse into 
the past, to a time when sashes were still 
handmade with great care and precision. 


CHECKMATE 

Retaining the original timber windows of your 
property is also environmentally friendly, 
according to a study conducted by Greenpeace 
in 1998. It found that sustainably sourced timber 
uses less energy, contributes less to greenhouse 
gas levels, uses fewer non-renewable resources 
and generates less waste than modern 
counterparts. Fortis & Hooke uses only FSC 
certified timber, which is obtained from 
sustainable sources, when restoring windows. 

Once your windows and frames have been 
restored, the company will run a final check to 
ensure the sashes are mechanically sound. After 
that, the team will install a specialist perimeter 
sealing system, which guarantees that all aspects 
of your windows are draught proof. As well as 
reducing the amount of cold air let in by gaps, 
sealing the sashes has many other benefits, 
including reducing external noise levels, 
improving insulation and eliminating rattles. 
Authentic beading is used as part of the service, 
which is carefully chosen so that it matches the 
original beading as closely as possible. As 
a result, you’ll be left with harmonious, well- 
constructed sash windows that will complement 
your original period features and last a lifetime. 


Fortis & Hooke is passionate about restoration 
over replacement, and will do everything it 
can to preserve original features 
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Ceiling Fans that look good, 
don't wobble and 
aren't noisy. 



OnewnGak 


Muuding^ £td. 

Gabriels Farm, Marsh Green, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5PP 


visit our website: www.crownoakbuildings.co.uk 


• GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS • HOME OFFICES 
• SWIMMING POOL ENCLOSURES • STABLES 
PERGOLAS • HOUSES • SHELTERS 


III 


Tel: 01732 866910 

Email: info@crownoakbuildings.co.uk 


Oh, and they're 
low energy 
too. 


www.FantasiaCeilingFans.com 
01959 564440 


Faiifasiia 
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HSP GARDEN BUILDINGS LTD 

Summerhouses, Gazebos, Arbours and Bespoke Structures 


30a Hampstead Avenue, Mildenhatl, Suffolk, IPZS 7AS, UK 
: www.hspgardenbuildings.com : info@hspgardenbuildings,com : +44 (0) 1638 583B14 : +44 (0) 1638 583815 
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Renovating 



For more details on the full range of plant supports, call 01773 550 495 or visit 

leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


\ 



Find out more about contemporary and traditional verandas by calling 

0800 179 9085 or head to nationwideltd.co.uk 


For a wealth of pretty and practical garden accessories, such as this Oxford teak 
bench, call 01283 722 722 or head to gardenbenches.com 



Bring some charm into your garden with the wide selection of outdoor buildings at 
HSP Garden Buildings. Call 01638 583 814 or visit hspgardenbuildings.com 


THE GREAT OUTDOORS 

Discover glorious ways to furnish your garden with this handy guide 


I f you prepared your garden for the 

growing season earlier this year, now is 
the time to adorn it with accessories that 
complement your luscious foliage. With 
blushing spring blooms setting the scene for the 
long summer ahead, add a few finishing touches 
to your garden to malce it a natural extension of 
your home - the perfect place to relax, socialise 
and soalc up the sun. 

SEAT CHIC 

Garden furniture needs to serve multiple 
purposes, providing comfort and style in your 
outdoor space. A traditional bench ticks all of 
these boxes. This classic feature is effortlessly 
stylish and will sit seamlessly among your 
greenery for many seasons to come. Garden 
Benches’ Oxford tealc bench boasts an ornate 
cross-weave back, with room for up to three 
people to enjoy the summer sunshine, while the 
natural water resistant oils found in the wood 


help to protect it from outdoor elements, so you 
won’t need to worry about wear and tear. 

Make sure you position your furniture out of 
reach of climbing plants and awkward 
branches, as these can cause damage if left 
unattended. You can prevent these plant 
problems with simple supports which control 
the direction of growth. At Leander Plant 
Supports, there’s a variety of options for 
propping up single leaning stems, or grouping 
together invasive plants. In particular, Leander’s 
beautiful rusted iron rose baskets are perfect for 
supporting wealc-stemmed varieties, and stops 
them from intruding on other areas, such as 
patios, climbing frames and outbuildings. 

COVER UP 

Adding an outdoor building to your garden is 
also a great way to malce use of this extra space. 
Verandas are particularly effective, and enable 
you to enjoy the fresh air and scenery of your 


outdoors, while remaining safely undercover. 
Ideal for patio and dining areas, verandas 
combine comfort with modern technology, such 
as the contemporary verandas at Nationwide 
Home Innovations. With integrated lighting, 
sliding glass doors, automatic sun screens and 
roof blinds, you can modify the mood of your 
evening, while regulating airflow and sun 
exposure at the click of a button. 

Or, if rustic textures are more up your street, 
wooden declcing provides a great platform for 
dining and socialising in the elements, without 
the uneven, damp ground to contend with. Even 
when the weather isn’t ideal, you can use 
decking oil from Rustins (rustins.co.uk) to 
improve your decking’s slip resistance, so you 
can safely step outside in wetter months. It 
contains UV absorbers and biocide to protect the 
oil from mould and will allow the natural beauty 
of the wood to show, so you can keep your 
decking stylish and safe all year round. 
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UK supplier of bespoke secondary 
glazing for historic and listed buildings. 


Storm's unique system of slim»line 
secondary glazing is individually 
surveyed and has none of the usual 
wooden sub-frames. This bespoke 
approach enables us to manufacture 
a huge range of different shapes 
including out of square, Norman and 
Gothic Arches as well as cylindrical 
turrets and curved glass sashes. 

Our window systems are specified 
and used regularly by organisations 
such as the National Trust due to 
the superior quality of construction, 
discreet appearance and virtually 
perfect fit. 

For more information please call us on 
01384 636365 or visit our website at 

www.stormwindows.co.uk 




volndovos and doors 
made M-th traditional skills 
and modern technolo^’ 


rs: 


Joinery 


0161 456 0501 

www.gbsjomery.co.uk 

mail@gbsjoineiy.co.uk 

□ James St, Stockport, Cheshire 
SK3 9AG 



Box Sash & Joinery 


Refurbishment Specialists 


Here at Copycats ire'ne dlgrerentf 

We don’t offer *qff-the~sheff' replacement or a 

^standard’ repair and r^urbishment service. 

With over 30 years qualified joinery experience our 
aim is to retain the unique look of your property 
whilst banishing the age old problems usu^y 
associated with sash windows. 

★ EXACT COPY REPLACEMENTS 

Expertly constructed in our village workshops 
and fitted with care. 

★ REFURBISHMENT 

From simply mspectirtg the pulleys to a total 
*strlp down’, our expert service can incorporate 
draught-proofing, double glazing and decorating. 

Gabriel's Farm, Marsh Green, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5PP 

TEL 01732 866632 

OR VIEW OUR WEBSITE AT www.copycatsweb.co.uk 


HIGH PERFORMANCE OPEN FIRES 



HANDMADE IN PERIOD & MODERN STYLES IN 
STEEL, COPPER, BRASS OR MODERN COLOURS 

Give your room the beautiful open fire it 
deserves. Our high performance wood burning 
open fire allows you to create a unique piece of 
fireplace furniture for your home. 

Problem chimney? Thatched property? 

Call 0 1 905 820181 to find out 
how our fires can help. 

paul@camelotrealfires.co.uk 
www.camelotrealfires.co.uk 



comelcfC 
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Bi-fold shutters, panelling and new windows 
were fitted to a 16th century Grade 11 listed 
Brighton property by Copycats. 

01732 866 632, copycatsweb.co.uk 


Timber windows 
manufactured 
by The Sash 
Window Workshop. 

01344 868 668, 
sashwindow.com 


Steel windows 
restored by 
Fabco Sanctuary. 

01903 718 808, 
fabcosanctuary.com 


Bright Outlook 

As the nights get shorter and the days become lighter, make sure 
you're enjoying the extra sunlight by refurbishing your windows 


D uring the winter months, we tend to 
focus on how best to cover our 
windows to keep out draughts and 
create a warm, cosy atmosphere in our homes. 
Little attention is paid to the panes and frames 
themselves, as we try our best to ignore the 
blealc view outside. But while we may have 
been neglecting our windows, the British 
weather hasn’t. Thanks to endless rain showers 
and harsh winds, original features may be in 
desperate need of restoration or replacement. If 
the exterior of your period property requires 
a bit of TLC, read on to see what our experts 
have to say. 

WELL PRESERVED 

In the case of timber windows, unprotected 
wood will swell or rot over time, resulting in 
draughty windows that either rattle or stick. 
While it may seem that replacement is the only 
solution for damaged windows, repair is actually 
far cheaper, and can be easily done by a skilled 
joiner or window restorer. Older timber is far 
more durable than modern alternatives, so 
period windows often survive much longer than 
their successors, which is why it is worth trying 


to preserve them if possible. Decayed or 
damaged timber can be cut out and replaced 
with new sections of wood, which can be 
treated to both withstand bad weather and 
seamlessly match the existing frame or sill. 

If repair isn’t an option, it is vital that any 
replacements blend in with the style of your 
period property. Richard Dollar, managing 
director of traditional timber window and door 
specialist The Sash Window Workshop, explains 
more. “It is a priority for most people who own 
a period property to maintain the original 
character and charm of their home. Sympathetic 
treatment and matching windows and doors is 
absolutely essential in maintaining this character, 
especially when looldng to upgrade. At The Sash 
Window Workshop, we manufacture timber 
windows and doors to suit our customers’ 
individual requirements. With over 20 years’ 
experience in sympathetically tailoring windows 
to match our clients’ homes, we are considered 
the leading expert in our field.” 

As well as retaining the historical integrity 
of your home, refurbishment will minimise 
external noise levels, improve insulation, and 
reduce any draughts or rattles. 


REAL STEEL 

Metal windows are also common in period 
homes, but they come with their own set of 
problems, including rust, discolouration and 
broken hinges and fittings. Unlilce timber, there 
are solutions which you can try without the help 
of an expert, such as using a wire brush to 
gently remove any rust or flaldng paint. 

If more in-depth repairs are needed, Fabco 
Sanctuary Ltd specialises in steel windows for 
period, bespoke and contemporary designs. 
Aesthetically pleasing, security conscious and 
environmentally friendly, their windows meet 
the most discerning expectations in 
performance and authenticity. Whatever the 
style of your home, Fabco will work in 
conjunction with you to ensure the desired 
finish is achieved. 

In the majority of cases, window 
replacements or repairs will not require 
planning permission. The only instance when it 
is necessary is if the building is listed, or within 
a Conservation Area. Consent will then be 
needed from the local authority, and any 
replacements will need to comply with energy- 
efficiency laws. 
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THE FINEST TIMBER 
WINDOWS AND 
DOORS 

MANUFACTURED IN BRITAIN 


01344 868 668 

www.sashwindow.com 

20 

Y!vAF<S 



THE LONDON WINDOW 
PAINTING COMPANY 


Specialists in the redecoration and 
ref iirbisliinent of i)eri<>d window s 


For a Tree, no obligation, ciiiotation 

Ctill now: 020 8935 5096 



\™w.londoinvin(iow|);unlGrs.com 



Renovating 



Give your home a grand 
entrance by crafting 
a stylish door stopper 


W e seldom think about how 
our doorstop can contribute 
to our interior scheme, but 
with this simple sewing project, it’s easy to 
have one that’s brimming with style. 
Brightening up high-traffic areas with 
quirky accessories is a great way to make 
a plain space stand out. You can choose 
from a selection of pretty fabrics to make 
this handy door accessory match your 
existing decor, or, if you fancy something 
more vibrant, go for bold, bright shades to 
give your entrance a striking burst of 
colour. This way, anyone crossing your 
threshold won’t miss your impressive 
home handiwork. 







STYLE UP 

Ik 


DUR HOM 
:H this Ei 
SEWING 
ECHNIQU 




r 


I 



II 

fSric 

DOORSTOP 

YOU’LL NEED: 

• Upholstery or quilting weight fabric: 
main body, 20cm x 51cm; top and 
bottom, 15cm sq x 2; handle, 

11cm X 21cm 

• Medium-weight fusible interfacing 

• Matching thread 

• Heavy-weight filling, 1.5 -2kg 

• Toy stuffing 

• Tailor’s chalk or disappearing ink pen 
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TWO EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE... 




Lines are open Monday - Friday 8am to 8pm, Saturday 9am- 1pm. T&C's aaply, see online for details 


Aavilable from all good retoilers including: 

Salnsbury’s m 




\VH Smith 


MORRISONS 




Renovating 



I 

)W( 


Flowery fabrics are 
perfect for bringing 
a hint of spring into 
your home; head to 
liberty.co.uk to 
browse the stunning 
collection of florals 


STEP BY STEP 

I I Cut and apply fusible interfacing to the 
I wrong side of each fabric piece, following 
the manufacturer’s instructions. To make the 
handle, fold along the length of the handle 
fabric piece, right-sides together, and machine 
stitch along the longest edge with a 1.5cm 
seam allowance. 

2 1 Turn the handle right side out, with the 
I seam lying along the middle and press. 
Topstitch carefully along each of the long edges. 
To attach, take the top and bottom fabric pieces 
and mark a 1.5cm seam allowance along each 
edge. Where the lines intersect at the corners, 
cut out the 1.5cm square that is created. 

3 1 Taking the top fabric piece, position the 
I handle in place across the centre (with the 
seam of the handle pointing down), aligning the 
ends of the handle with the edge of the fabric, 
and pin in place. Stitch each end in place with 
a 3cm square of stitches, starting 2cm from the 
raw edge, then sew diagonally inside the 
square to create a cross through the centre to 
fully secure the handle. 


4 1 Next, place the main body fabric wrong 
I side up, with the long edges at the top and 
bottom. Draw a line 1.5cm from each of the 
four edges. Starting from the left-hand 1.5cm 
line, draw three vertical lines, 12cm apart, 
across the width of the fabric, creating four 
sections to the main body fabric, with a 1.5cm 
border. As with the top and bottom pieces, cut 
away each corner that has been created by 
drawing on the lines. 

I Where the vertical lines intersect the 
I border lines at the top and bottom, make 
a tiny cut using small scissors, stopping just 
before the border line is reached (so less than 
1.5cm). Next, fold the fabric in half, right sides 
together and sew along the 1.5cm border line. 


Hold up 

If you’re planning to use your malce to prop 
open an exterior door, choose a heavier weight 
fabric, or an oU-cloth material that can be 
wiped clean of rain or mud. Consider what you 
will fill it with too, as certain materials won’t be 
suitable, such as rice, which will expand. 


6 1 To attach the top and bottom, take the 
I top piece (with the handle attached), and 
with right-sides facing, place inside the main 
body piece and align the edges. Using the 
small snips as a guide, match the four sides 
of the top piece to the four sides of the main 
body and pin in place. 

7 1 Stitch around the four sides, using the 
I marked lines as a guide to the seam 
allowance. Before each corner, sew 
diagonally across the corner of the cut-out 
squares before continuing with the next side. 
Repeat this process with the bottom piece, 
ensuring right sides are facing inwards, but in 
the middle of one of the sides, leave an 8cm 
hole not sewn, for turning the doorstop right 
side out and filling. 

8 1 Turn the doorstop right side out through 
I the 8cm hole. Feed toy stuffing into the 
doorstop until half full. Using a funnel or 
spoon, fill with heavy filling, such as play 
sand, until the doorstop weighs at least 1.5kg. 
Close the doorstop by hand stitching tightly to 
prevent any leaking. 
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T nid ition Lil Blue ksm ith E 0 1 ^n .1 


T Hinges & SufFdk lauh See 

Hoc fot^ed and prorccced with a 
eoating of pure beeswax, 

Auchentie detail made ro last, 

Fantastk Offer 

Complete Door pack as pictured 
Choices: 

Suffolk Latch + 12" T Hinges £19.99 
Suffolk Utch + 15" T Hinges £32 99 
Suffolk Latch + IS" T Hinges £34.99 
From Only £29.99 per door pack 
Keep shivuldcrs arc lm^'c^ allov\'inR ttie 
l^aEch Kir to he held in place wirh the 
correct gap. 

Fnnnc Spike Forgpd with the correct 
ingb giving j^cc tor the latch bar. 

Thicker Handle, a unique de^ign^ 
mnre stnength & comfrat. 

t>ur Thumb Piece is thicker £sz forged 
viithout ii skirpc edge 

The hinge knuckle is tight v^ith no play 
nn the pi n . Easier to ht 

All fully hot iKccswajfcd inc the screws 


01427 871467 


www.periodhousegroup.com 


Heritage 

Cast Iron Radiators 



Suppliers of Original 
Cast Iron Radiators & Traditional 
Valves & Fittings 


T: 01435 868289 
mail@theheritagegroup.co.uk 
www.heritagecastironradiators.com 










TRUE 

COLOURS 


Whether you wish to give your front door a face lift or 
spruce up interior doors, a splash of colour will make 
a big difference. Farrow & Ball has a range of paints for 
all areas of your abode, enabling you to revamp your 
doors with the flick of a paintbrush. Drawing Room 
Blue, £58 for 2.51 of exterior eggshell, Farrow & Ball. 
01202 876 141, farrow-ball.com 



2 1 UNDER 
I THE RUG 

If you don’t want to break the bank, a door mat is 
a cost-effective way to update your doorway. There are 
a huge array of designs and shapes available, including 
customisable options that allow you to add your own 
greeting. Moose doormat, £29.04, Cats On Apple Trees. 
de.dawanda.com/shop/catsonappletrees 




FULL 

CIRCLE 


Incorporate the beauty of nature into your doors with 
a floral wreath. Whether it’s fresh or faux, it will 
brighten up any doorway, £34.95, House of Bath. 

0871 230 0867, houseofbath.co.uk 



STICK 

TOGETHER 


For an affordable and easy 
way to customise your 
doors, try a quirky sticker. 
Available in a variety of 
motifs, you can alter the 
way your door looks in an 
instant. Botanical prints and 
birds are huge this season, 
and will create a new 
statement feature in your 
home. Birdie Sings door 
sticker, £22, FIXERS. 

020 7617 7545, 
pixersize.com 




Investing in some statement door furniture is a great way to make your entrance distinctive. 
Make sure yours is both pretty and practical by taking a look at the award-winning range at 
Finesse Hardware. It has recently relaunched its website, so you can now easily browse its 
vast collection of fine pewter hardware, including over 40 new designs. 

01207 500 050, finessedesign.com 
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ESSENTIALS Perfect dozen 


HOME HIGHLIGHTS FOR MAY 

EDITOR’S CHOICE 

Make the most of your home with our selection 
of products, ideas and expert advice 






OF THE BEST... 

PINEAPPLE 

ACCESSORIES 


Silk cushion, £125, Amara. 

0800 587 7645, amara.com 



Gold bookends, 

£41.50, Astella Hrela. 

07513 650 084, astellahrela.com 



0844 800 8877, 
debenhams.com 





FLORAL FANCY 

Dine in style with the new Charming Bluebells range from 
Maxwell & Williams. Featuring a delicate floral design 
and fluted edges, the set is the latest addition to the 
popular Cashmere collection, and is available as plates, 
bowls, cups and saucers, tea cups and more. Or, invest 
in a 16-piece dinner set for £150. 020 8200 5100, 
maxwellandwilliams.co.uk 



FINE AND DANDY 


FinepaneVs easy-fit primed wall panelling is now 
available in a wider fielded style, with internally - 
mitred decorative softwood mouldings. Loved by 
Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian designers, 
traditional fielded panels add charm to any period 
interior. Discover more by calling 01892544 228 or 
head online to finepaneLco.uk 



BLOOMING LOVELY 

Brighten up your abode vYith an eye-catching floral 
cushion. This embroidered design features a range 
of glorious spring hues and pretty pink piping - 
guaranteed to bring the spring to your sofa or bed. 
For more delightful home accessories, call 
0843 886 8122 or visit acaciahome.co.uk 
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STOP & STAIR 

Deacon & Sandys specialises in 
bespoke and architectural joinery, 
restoring and creating traditional 
English interior woodwork and 
furniture from the finest oak. If 
you'd like to find out more, call 
01580 243 331 or head to 
deaconandsandys.co.uk 




FORGE AHEAD 

Celebrate French design with 
the beautiful furniture at 
Blacksmith Le Forgeron. Each 
piece is crafted by hand in the 
company’s Welsh workshop, 
using traditional techniques 
that founder, Nicolas Prevoust, 
learned whilst at French 
Blacksmithing school. 

07870 892 544 , 
blacksmithleforgeron.co.uk 


PRETTY IN PINK 

Refresh your interiors with the new range of colours at 
B&Q. Inspired by this season's on-trend pastel tones, the 
cool feminine hues really pop when contrasted with 
industrial, chrome features, such as this stylish desk 
lamp, priced at £16. 0333 014 3098, diy.com 


collection to keeping the living | 
room tidy, baskets are always 
handy home accessories. If your 
favourite basket has seen better | 
days or you want to invest in j 
more, check out Coates English | 
Willow. It specialises in bespoke 
willow baskets, made by skilled 
craftsmen from willow grown on 
its Somerset farm. Get in touch 
with the team by emailing 
info(^engIishwiIIowbaskets.co.uk 


ONE OF A KIND 

Hunting for affordable bespoke 
furniture? Look no further than the 
new Miasto range at My-Furniture. 
The collection, which is all hand- 
crafted in the UK, includes an 
armchair and two-seater sofa, 
which are both available in seven 
chic shades. Prices start from 
£599.99, call 0800 092 1646 
or click on my-furniture.co.uk to 
find out more. 




JiTsirfii 

T5 


BURNING DESIRE 

Nu-Flame produces a range of gas fires 
that combine industry-leading 
efficiencies with stylish aesthetics. 

Its glass fronted range has models with 
up to 90% efficiency or, for those who 
prefer the look of an open fire, the firm 
has models with efficiencies of 74.4%. 
Call 020 8254 6802 or visit 
nu-flame.co.uk for more information. 
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experts 


Benefit from the breadth of knowledge, advice, experience and guidance that our 
regular experts share with us every issue! With their help you can refresh your 
interiors and create stylish and classic decorating schemes. Well also ensure that 
your outside space is just as beautiful with the latest gardening news. 


Antiques 
& Vintage 

MARGARET 
FOWLING is 

one of Britain’s best- 
loved antiques 
experts. She began 
collecting as a child 
and has a life-long 
love of fine china, 
beautiful books and 
historic homes. Her column combines 
practical tips with the best advice from 
specialists at auction houses nationwide. 


Homes 
& Renovating 

KATE 

FAULKNER is 

famous for her 
honest and direct 
approach to 
renovating and 
property buying. 
Drawing from her 
own experiences on 
the property ladder, she will help you care 
for your period house from making an 
offer to renovating, moving and selling. 


Gardens & 
Special Offers 

SARAH 
RAVEN is the 

queen bee of the 
British gardening 
scene. She has been 
running cooking, 
flower arranging, 
growing and 
gardening classes at 
her East Sussex farm since 1999. Every 
month she will reveal her top planting 
advice and share a fantastic offer. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS 


PAY JUST £6 


* 


FOR YOUR FIRST 3 ISSUES 


5 


j^PII^ YOU make your 


hom^re beautiful every 


REASONS TO 
SUBSCRIBE: 


day 


May 2015 £3.99 


Superb value for the year 

Spread the cost 
by Direct Debit 

FREE delivery direct 
to your door 
25% saving! 

Keep up to date with all 
the latest interior decor 
ideas and design advice 


I £3000 

__ Worth 

SPRING SSJ®* 

living 


homes ■ INTERIORS V 

Classu 




% 




1' 




VICTORIAN 

terrace 


4' 






besp^TurTwure ■ NDuir^ 


^^yle ■ Sarah"' 


Two easy ways to subscribe... 

Visir PEWODIDEAS 

Or call 01795 414 680 

Lines are open Monday Friday 8am 8pm, Saturday 9am 1pm 


Pay today via PsyPsC at 

PERIODIDEAS.COM 


*this is a no obligation Direct Debit trial offer open to UK residents only. 
Your subscription will increase to £1 6.50 every 5 issues - saving 25%. 
For full terms and conditions refer to our website. 


Download from 

Windows Store 


Google play 






COMPETITION 
ENTRY FORM 

Win £2,000 to spend at 
Furniture Village and update your 
home for the season ahead! 


Q Where was the first Furniture Village 
store opened? 

A Banbury □ B Abingdon □ C Didcot □ 


BUMPER GIVEAWAY 
ENTRY FORM 

Treat yourself this month with our 
selection of fantastic freebies! 

To be in with a chance of winning a stay at the stunning Swan Hotel 
at Lavenham, or one of three Rug Doctor Portable Spot Cleaners, tick 
the box below to indicate that you wish to enter. You may enter both 
giveaways, but entries must be received by 8th May 2015. 
Alternatively, you can enter online at periodideas.com 

□ The Swan Hotel □ The Rug Doctor 

Title F orename Surname 

Address 

Postcode 

Telephone Mobile 

Email 

DOB Favourite feature 

Would like to see more of in the magazine 


Send your entry form to: Period Ideas May Competitions, 

PO Box 443, Ipswich, Suffolk IP2 8WG 

Competitions and giveaways are open to aii UK residents aged 1 8 or over, exoiuding empioyees or 
agents of the assooiated oompanies and their famiiies. One entry per person. The prizes detaiied in eaoh 
competition/giveaway oannot be exohanged for goods, or towards the purohase of goods at any retaii 
outiet. Postai entries must be on the coupon provided. Prizes cannot be exchanged for cash, or repiaced 
if iost or damaged, iiiegibie entries and those that do not abide by these terms and conditions wiii be 
disquaiified. Prizes must be taken as stated and cannot be deferred. The decision of the judge is finai and 
no correspondence wiii be entered into. CLOSiNG DATE: 8th May 2015. Winners wiii be notified by 
phone, post or emaii. A iist of winners wiii be avaiiabie in writing on request from: 

Marketing Department, 21-23 Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, Coichester, Essex C02 8JY 

Your details will be processed by Aceville Publications (publishers of Period Ideas) in full accordance with data 
protection legislation. All entries become the property of Aceville Publications. Aceville Publications Ltd and 
sister companies may wish to contact you with information of other services and publications we provide which 
may be of interest. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such information by Post O Phone O 
Email G SMS O . From time to time Aceville Publications will share details with other reputable companies who 
provide products and services that may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such 
information by Post □ Phone □ Email □ SMS □ . 




WE DYE SOFA COVERS 


Give your living room a new lease of life. 
Have your cotton loose covers re-dyed 
by Blue Milt. Custom dyed throws and 
bedspreads available too. 



Call or email NOW for free info pack 
or colour samples. 



bluemill 

EUROPE'S LEADING SOFA COVER 
AND BEDSPREAD DYERS 
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June issue 

The next edition of Period Ideas 
is on sale from 24th April 


Bramble wallpapei^ from the 
Archive III collection, Bramble 
chair, Chika cushion on chair, 
Seat page on bench, Georgie. 
Cushions on bench from left; 
Milton and Portland. Langtry 
throw; Mortis & Co, 
0844 543 9500 
william-moi^.co.uk 


EXPERT ADVICE FOR CLASSIC INTERIORS 

Discover our pick of beautiful fabrics and furnishings to keep your home effortlessly stylish 

PERIOD IDEAS RECLAMATION SPECIAL 

Enjoy exploring some of Britain’s best places for salvage shopping with expert advice 

GARDENING WITH CONFIDENCE 

Sarah Raven helps you into the summer season with glorious growing tips 

HERITAGE INSPIRATION AND COVETABLE COLLECTABLES 

Explore a fantastic Tudor mansion with the National Trust and share Margaret Rowling’s passion for Delftware 
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The HOT LIST 

Our guide to the goods and services you need 


Antiques, Auctions & Shows 

Antique Crystal Chandeliers: 01242 529 812 
Antiques Dealers Fair: 01797 252 030 
Bamfords: 01629 730 920 
Bowman Antiques Fairs: 01274 588 505 
Fellows Auctioneers: 0121 212 2131 
lACF: 01636 702 326 
Lawrences Auctioneers: 01460 73041 
Pugh’s Antiques: 01568 616 646 
The Barn: 01789 721 399 

Bathrooms 

Albion Bath Company: 01255 831 605 
Bathroom Discount Centre: 020 7381 4222 
Catchpole & Rye: 01233 840 840 
Omnia Bathrooms: 01278 723 751 
Period Features: 01538 372 202 

Bedrooms 

Bedsteads of Bath & Bristol: 01275 464 114 
Maison: 020 8940 0230 
Snug-lnteriors: 01730 894 754 
Time 4 Sleep: 01484 500 560 
Willow & Hall: 0845 468 0577 

Doors & Door Furniture 

Finesse Design: 01207 500 050 
Fulton & Bray: 01228 672 9 00 
CBS Joinery: 0161 456 0501 
Period House Group: 01427 871 467 

Fireplaces & Heating 

Aga Exchange: 01929 472 200 
Camelot Real Fires: 0845 437 7221 
Capital Fireplaces: 01462 813 138 
Dunsley Heat: 01484 682 635 
English Fireplaces: 01730 897 600 
Heritage Cast Iron Radiators: 01435 868 289 
Montpellier Marble: 01452 714 800 
Nu-Flame: 020 8254 6802 
Salvage Doctor: 01403 266 400 


Flooring 

Antique Oak Flooring: 020 8501 7555 

Bamboo Flooring Company: 0116 2741 050 

Coastal Stone: 01243 537 686 

Delabole Slate: 01840 212 242 

Grangewood Floors: 01932 846 900 

Natural Image: 01580 895 489 

Natural Wood Floor Company: 020 8871 9771 

Oriental Rugs Of Bath: 01761 451 764 

Osmo UK: 01296 481 220 

Parquet Parquet: 01507 313 470 

Reed Harris: 020 7736 7511 

Rustins: 020 8450 4666 

Vintage Floor Tile Company: 01233 850 082 

Furniture & Upholstery 

Aristowax Products of Norwich: 

01603 439 391 

Artistic Upholstery Limited: 0115 973 4481 
Chesterfields Direct: 01706 853 636 
Deacon & Sandys: 01580 243 331 
Footstools & More: 01924 443 671 
John George Cabinetry: 07775 588 116 
Kirkdale: 01495 243 999 
Real Wood Furniture Co: 01993 813 887 
Sofa Sofa: 01495 244 226 
Thomas Lloyd: 01495 717 170 

Gardens, Conservatories 
& Outbuildings 

Crown Oalc Buildings: 01732 866 910 
Fantasia: 01959 564 440 
Garden Structures: 01244 679 502 
Garden Trading: 0845 608 4448 
Home Life Direct: 01283 722 720 
HSP Garden Buildings: 01638 583 814 

Insurance 

Adrian Flux Insurance Services: 

0808 077 2266 

Flint Insurance: 0808 274 1831 


Interiors & Gifts 

Acacia Home: 01636 813 292 
Amity: 01689 878 418 
Beth Russel Needlepoint: 020 7798 8151 
Betty Twyford: 01544 340 614 
Blue Mill: 0116 248 8137 
Charlton & Jenrick: 0845 5195 991 
Coates English Willow: 01823 490 249 
Coromandel Crafts: 0118 979 6222 
Country Desks: 01442 842 896 
Country Stile: 01507 525 871 
Countryside Greetings: 01789 778 603 
Craft in Focus: 01622 747 325 
Drifting Bear Co: 01626 879 909 
duckydora: 08434 873 104 
Ella James Living: 01572 759 190 
Expressions: 01432 278 138 
Fine Panel: 01892 544 228 
Flossy Footstools: 07980 654 741 
Foy & Co Interiors: 01446 771 210 
Just Fabrics: 01993 823 690 
Numatic International: 01460 68600 
Premier Footstools: 01495 225 285 
Prestigious Textiles: 01274 688 448 
Pugh’s Antiques: 01568 616 646 
The Blueberry Store: 01799 500 117 
The Secret Linen Store: 01243 606 245 
The Shed Inc: 0844 409 7827 

Kitchens 

Broadway Kitchens: 0121 353 4999 
Esse: 01282 813 235 

John Willies Country Kitchens: 01425 403 338 
Kit Stone: 0870 777 0099 
Pineland Furniture: 01299 271 143 
Shaker2go: 01233 220 311 
West Country Cookers: 01548 830 069 

Lighting & Switches 

Bromleighs: 01208 79490 
dar Lighting: 01295 672 200 
The Limehouse Lamp Company: 

01273 497 070 

Paints & Wallpapers 

Ecos Organic Paints: 01524 852 371 
Morris & Co: 01895 830 000 

Ranges 

Avec Cookers: 01565 830 885 

Renovation, Restoration & Reclamation 

Bakers Timber Reclaim: 01328 855 321 

Blackheath Demolition: 01206 794 100 

Bryan Williamson & Daughters: 01342 834 829 

Bulmer Brick & Tile Company: 01787 269 232 

Burgess Reclamation: 01869 346 347 

Catrahone: 0114 2769 736 

Harrison Thompson & Co: 0113 279 5854 

Wm. Boyle: 0141 429 1218 

Wye Valley Reclamation: 01432 353 606 

Shutters & Blinds 

Hillarys: 0115 852 2574 
Plantation Shutters: 020 8871 9333 

Windows 

Copycats: 01732 866 632 

Demista: 01932 866 902 

Fabco: 01903 718 808 

Fortis & Hooke Decorators: 0800 313 4688 

GBS Joinery: 0161 456 0501 

Heritage Window Company: 020 8695 2300 

London Window Painting Co: 020 8935 5096 

Mumford & Wood: 01621 818 155 

Sash Window Workshop: 0800 597 2598 

Storm Windows: 01384 636 365 
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BUYER’S MARKET 


BUYER’S MARKET 


To advertise here call 01206 505951 or Fax: 01206 505953 
E-mail: info@periodideas.com Period Ideas, 21-23 Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, Colchester, Essex C02 8JY 

Whatever your product or service, to reach the heart of the period market call Period Ideas advertisement office 


WALL COATINGS 


OIIMATISED COATINGS 

EUMINfllES HOUSE nUNTING 

Climatised Coatings are a superb range of 
external wall coatings that are tough, flexible, 
durable and weatherproof 



• High build breathing coating suitable for all types of external walls 
• All latest colourings available • Nationwide service with over 20 years' 
experience ■ Guaranteed nottoflakei peel or chip for to years 
• Not affected by acid rain or salt laden atmosphere 

This resurfacing is applied by high praasure spray by our own fully trained staff. 
All our work is done by our own highly Iratn^ personrei. to an exceptionally 
high standard of detail, rarely seen these days. 


Climatised Coatings (UK) Ltd 
105 Weston Grove, Chester CH2 1QP 
Tel: 01244 378488 

www.ciimatisecfcoatings.co.uk 


RECLAMATION = 


/^ARC RECLAMATION 

VJ> 

RECLAIMED 

In ssl 
w - 1 

& RESTORED 

DOORS 

1 kii 1 

ii III 

**» 

S3 53! 

STAINED 

33 B' 

GLASS 

B B 

❖ 

RECLAIMED 

TIMBER 

*> 

01730 

231995 

Ml |i[| 

WWW.ARCRECLAMATION.COM 




Bridgend, SOUTH WALES 


www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 

Tel: 01656 648936 


STONEWORK 



No. 1 Grevesend Road^ Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 3PH email: infcmJkentbalustersxo.uk 



Dorset Reclamation Ltd 

High Qttality Rcxhimed Truditionai Buildmg Materials mid Ardnteetaral Antiques 


Old Flag, St ones. 
Aga Ceekf r&, 
Terracotta Floors, 
Tine, Oak and 
Elm Ftoorboards. 
Oak Beams and 
l^ne Doors, 
Period Batlt rooms. 
Butler's Sinks, 
Fireplaces and 
Architectural and 
Garden Antiques. 

Ccw Drove, Bore Kogis, Dorset BH20 TJZ 
Tel; 01929 47220D fax, 01929 412292 
e-rnail: info@dorsetreclairLatiori.eo.iik www.dorsetreclarn.atioii.co.iik 
DELIVERY ARRANGED 



PERIOD 
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BUYER’S MARKET 


WINDOWS 



Timber Folding Sliding, Tilt & 
Slide, Lift & Slide Patio Doors, 

Tilt & Turn, Stormproof Casement 
& Sliding Sash Windows 


Wa have been manufacturing Timbar windows ilncludlrig 
Flush £ StomnpfDof Caserncm. Till & Turn, Sliding Sash 
for over 40 years, along witfi varlOLis styles of Patio 
Doors for oyer ^5 years. All our products are made 
to measure, combining qualHy with versailHty. Tils 
ofTers our customers their own choice of t^ber, cojour 
finish (slain qr paint) as wall a$ glazing options. 

Features include: 

• Easy maintenance 

* Duai draught seals 

* High technical specificaliofi 

* High security 

• Expert crahsmanship 

• Ideal fire eKtapa 


Please contact us on 01484 850892 

Meltham Joinery Works, New Street, Meltham, Hoimfirth, H09 5NT 
Fax: 01484 850969 • Email: info@croxfords.co.uk 


w w w.croxfo rd s . CO. u k 


CROXFOMtD'S ^ 

JomefY Ms^ffacturers & Mtoodfumers 


DOORS AND DOOR FURNITURE 


FLOORING 


FLOORS of STONE 


■'.4 ■ 




Porcelain Door 

Many different styles* 

• Plain colours 

• Crackle glazed 

• Floral designs I 


Furniture 


PERIOD 

DOOR FURNITURE 

LOCKS, HANDLES, LATCHES, BELLS, 
LETTERBOXES, KNOCKERS & HINGES 


OUTSTANDING QUALITY 
www.perioddoorfuriiiture.com 
01234 822843 


DECORATIVE GLASS FILM — 



purlfrost .com 

Designer window film 




CORK FLOOR TILES 
WARM, RESILIENT & HARDWEARING 


Tiles 3.2 mm, 4.75mm, 6.4mm, 8.0mm thick + waxed from £16.95 sq mt 
COLOURED CORK from £19.15 sq mt 
ACRYLIC SEALED £15.08 sq mtWICANDERS PRODUCTS 
clear PVC surface for heavier wear from £34.62 sq mt. 

CORK ROLLS FOR NOTICEBOARDS & UNDERLAY 
NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 


m 


Siesta CorkTile Co - Croydon, Surrey CRO 2DP 

tel: 020-8683 4055 www.siestacorktiles.co.uk 


GRANGEWOOD FLOORS 



w H .pnirt^ewiiod lluMrs jik 


Antique Buildings Ltd 

Dunsfold, Godaiming Surrey GU8 4NP 

01483 200477 

We have Immense Stocks of: 

WIDE OAK 
FLOORBOARDS 

Please see: 

www.antiquebuildings.com 


INSULATION 


FIREPLACES 





Protect your Roof with 
Spray Foam Insulation 

• Dramatically reduces heat loss 

• Reduces fuel bills, stops frozen pipes 

• Work completed in a day 

• Eliminates condensation 


Websters Insulation Ltd esti854 


Freephone: 0800 581 247 

Crow Tree Farm, Thorne Levels, Doncaster DNS 5TF 
Email: info@webstersinsulation.com 
www.webstersinsulation.com 


PERIOD 

IDEAS 


TO ADVERTISE HERE 

Call: 01206 505951 or Fax: 01206 505953 
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To advertise here call 01206 505951 or Fax: 01206 505953 E-mail: info@periodideas.com 


CHINA 




INTERIORS & GIFTS 


r ah bit 

Ter co.uk 

C /b6 ^ .y 2i2 



French Chic, 

V; Run::: 

gifts nc ; :ome\ v 'es. 



DISCOUNT FABRICS AND 
WALLPAPER 


FANTASTIC SAVINGS ON 
DESIGNER BRANDS 


in lo@discoLint fabrics -CO, nk 
w w w. d i sc o M n 1 1 a b r i c s . c a ■ II k 
1)1925 767 306 



Pocket watch stands, Hourglasses, 
Magnifying Glasses, Gavels & Blocks, 
Fruit Boxes, Needlework accessories etc. 


Mike Fitz Designs Piio 

37 Meadway, Harpenden, Herts AL5 UN 
Brochure Tel: 01582 762231 

www.mikefitzdesigns.co.uk (Est. 36 yrs) 


Treasure it Preserve iL Empty broc it! 



Beautiful Edwardian Boxes 


For keeping special items, 


wedding dress, mementoes 
cff jusitiffying clutter 


As seen m nVs Mr Sei^d^ 

vv 

& Oo9JritO¥iAM?e^ 


THE EMPTY ®0J£ COMPANY 

HjNAHarfi' 

ww%v.emplybo)(,co.uk 

hr titf UK 

01306 740193 

Wis 


INTERIORS & GIFTS I 









New season, new stock 

V-t -V ' 



28 Broad Street, South Molton, Devon, EX36 JAQ 

01769 579077 • www.daisypark.co.uk 


EVEI^LEY 

Fvrrslry Fimlaiul is a lionic diror 
& l)(iiiti(|ii(* loralcd in niral 
Clicsliiri’ & l)onU*niig DcilAshiiv. 


\V{‘ stoi'k a wide nuigt* of hand pii krd lionu* 
I'urnisliings and acrevM nil's iiuindinK: 
(’.locks, Cnshioiis, ( ‘nUkIIcs, (iirctings Cards, 
Mimnsi, Ligiuing. Wall An, Kin hcimari'. 
(iaiden Accissorics and main more. 


www.eversleyengland.co.uk 
loin our community on Facebook^ Twitter ^ Instagram for inspiration and newMffers ^EversleyHome 
For further enquiries contact: salesfeversleyengland.co.uk • 01663308020 




01892 541355 Unit 4 Orchard Business Centre, Tunbridge Weiis, Kent, TN2 3XF saies@chandeiiersandnnirrors.co.uk 
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BUYER’S MARKET 


SOFAS 


ART DECO 



If you arc searching for the finest hand-built leather upholstery 
without the usual extravagant price tiigs, then you need to look no 
further than the latest Thomas Lloyd brochure. By selling direct 
from our factory you get furniture at Tfade Prices and of a far higher 
quality than you would from your local shops at similar prices. 



FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCI lURE CALL 

01443 771222 OR CLICK w^vw.thomaslloyd.com 


ANTIQUES ^ 

loveantiques 

genuine antiques =conn 

from trusted dealers 



' 9tC09flVLo« 

Vintage/ Retro Mid Century Modern & 

Art Deco Modernist Lights (fSIflHRttB) 1965 


www.decodave.com 


Art Deco and 
Vintage Desirables 

07702 323217 


See me at 
The Eltham Palace 
Art Deco Fair 
May 16th-17th 2015 
Court Yard, Eltham, 
Greenwich, London SE9 5QE 


ART & PAINTINGS = 


Misie tidstone SEP msA 


^ Surrey 

Watercolour Artist 



Have a unique and Artistic representation of your house, business or 
garden painted by an experienced artist. 

Prices start for a mounted framed painting pius 
greeting card. £225.00 for 12''x16" 

Contact me for more information 
info@susielidstone.com - 01252 722346 
www.susielidstone.com 


LUXURY ACCOMMODATION 



Clare House 


Located on the picturesque coastline of Morecambe bay within 


easy reach of the Lake District. Enjoy a relaxing spring break, 


a garden of blossoming colours, magnificent views & award 


winning food awaits you. 


Spring Special Offer: March 25th-April 24th. 

Any 4-night break from £327.00 pp D,B&B. 


Park Road, Grange-over-Sands, LAll 7HQ 


^ Tel. 015395 33026 ^ 

www.clarehousehotel.co.uk 



A NEW WAY TO ENJOY 
YOUR MAGAZINE 



Digital Editions are now / 
avaiable 

ONCE \ / 

DOWNLOADED, 
MAGAZINES ARE STORED 
IN YOUR LIBRARY 
FOREVER, SO YOU CAN 
READ AGAIN AND AGAIN 
WITH NO INTERNET 
CONNECTION REQUIRED! 
PLEASE NOTE, DIGITAL 
SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL 
NOT INCLUDE 
SUBSCRIPTION GIFTS, 
NOR COVER-MOUNTED 
GIFTS 
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HEATING 


KITCHENS 






■ 

1 t 

MDF DOORS 

KITCHEN & 
BEDROOM 

bespoke doors 
for you to paint 

1. _ 

Stndlx Kt dass stamps te: 

CJFTfUDtNG 

lude finmiwkli BirnniajMn 

Td: 01217302885 or DI21 327 7971 
ading.co.uk 


SOLID WOOD KITCHENS 

FREESTANDING 

QUALITY & VALUE 
www.john-willies.com 
01425 403320/403338 


METALWORK 

Blacksmillt Lc l orgcion 


LIGHTING 


Sockets & Switches 
Lighting ♦ Hardware 


Bromleighs 

Anythin}^ less is a cofn/mmise 


Craft Kits 

KNIT - SEW - STITCH - CROCHET 


T: 01208 79490 
www.bromleighs.com 


www.seekitout.co. uk 


AUTHORS 

PLEASE SUBMIT: 

synopsis, plus sample chapters (3) 
for consideration. 

I Olympia Publishers | 

www.olympiapublishers.cor 


60 Cannon Straat. LONDON, EC4N 6NP 


BEAMS : 


Antique Buildings Ltd 

Dunsfold, Godaiming Surrey GU8 4NP“ 

01483 200477 

We have Immense Stocks of: 

ANCIENT OAK 
BEAMS 

Please see: 

www.antiquebuildings.com 


PERIOD FEATURES 


pywtvowof 




POINTS OP PtPIOPIIOmtS 

LEEK, STAFFORDSHIRE 
TEL 01538 372202 
»•" www.periodfeatopes.net -m 
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Timber Door Canopies 

by George Woods 
sales@timberdoorcanopies.co.uk 


• UK handmade • Prices given on 

• Sustainable timber bulk orders 

• Bespoke orders taken • Prices from £199 

• Next day delivery • Tel: 01363 884218 

4d Yeo Vale Ind Est, Lapford, Crediton, 
Devon, EXIT 6YQ 

www.timberdoorcanopies.co.uk 


BIN COVERS I 


DOOR CANOPIES 


Diamond Power 
Knife Sharpener 

CATRAHONE 

Made in Sheffield 

Very high sharpness 

One of the very best home sharpeners 
See our 5 Star feed-back at www.catra.org.uk 
Sharpens all types /sizes of knife, including serrated 
Fast, safe and simple, as easy as using a knife 
Buy online from the factory search CATRAHONE 
Or call 0114 2769736 (Mon-Fri 9 - 5 ) 


PUBLISHERS 


Yniir i[i5timt .ill-ycjr-munt! gardtiiE Fniar 
sheets of siif atlhcsivc vinyl vviU provitli: thc 
nltiniate lazy g.mlenLTS solution. 12 designs 
to clioose from. 

Call for details: 0161 703 8189 

Wlicirlic Bin Cover Company Ltd.^ 

I.cl|;h Road. 

JVlaiiciie ft i^r A12S IJX. 

WWW. wlieetie-bE n-covc rs.eo. u k aSS%' 


FABRICS 


CRAFTING 


BATHROOMS 


REMEMBER TO MENTION 
PERIOD IDEAS WHEN REPLYING TO 
ANY OF THESE ADVERTS 


Experience in 
metal working, 
iron work and 
blacksmithing by 
Nicolas Prevost. 


Tel: 07870 892544 
www.blacksmithleforgeron.co.uk 


BOOK 

PUBLISHING 

Authors invited to submit 
manuscripts all categories 

New Authors welcome 
A.H. STOCKWELL LTD, 
Dept 792, Ilfracombe, 
Devon, EX34 8BA. 

Tel 01271 862557 
www.ahstockwell.co.uk 
Publishers for over 100 Years 


TOP DESIGNER 
Fabric & Wallpapers 

Seen the fabric or 
wallpaper you love? 
Now, call us 
for a price you’ll 
love! 

T: 01852 500378 

www.top-designer.co.uk 
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KATE FAULKNER 

LESSONS 
I’VE LEARNED 

Property expert Kate Faulkner discusses the 
challenges of installing extra bathrooms 


reating an extra 
bathroom can be 
tricky in a period 
home. When I did it in a 200 
year old cottage, we had to 
work out how the plumbing actually worked - 
after so many people had updated it! But if it is 
done well, an additional bathroom could add 
over 10% to your home’s value - making it 
much more attractive to buyers. 

You may have the option of converting 
a spare bedroom into a bathroom, rather than 
building a new bathroom as part of an 
extension, say, or a loft conversion, but see if 
losing a room will devalue the property more 
than adding a bathroom. Using existing space is 
likely to be cheaper than expanding your 
property’s footprint, so explore this first. 

The first thing to do is work out where 
existing waste and water pipes are, so you can 
see where a bathroom/en suite could go. 
Usually, if there’s a bathroom or kitchen above, 
below or next to where you are thinking of 
siting the bathroom, then it should work, 
though it might mean replacing a lot of the 
plumbing to make it happen. Sometimes it 
won’t be cost-effective to use standard waste 


disposal methods, particularly in hard-to-reach 
areas, such as lofts. You’ll need to consider 
macerators instead, which are quite practical 
and much quieter than earlier models! 

If you’re adding another bedroom upstairs, 
see if you can create a bathroom or en suite. 
And if you’re planning a downstairs extension 
and only have one bathroom, then you could 
include a small cloakroom. This will ease 
pressure on your main bathroom and may still 
add value to your home. 

When planning a new bathroom, work out 
the intended height and width of the walls, the 
length and width of the floor and check where 
the current plumbing, pipes and stopcock are. 
Then you’ll have to decide which electrics are 
required and find out from your electrician if 
you need any bonding to meet new Building 
Regulation requirements. Establish whether 
there is a gas supply or if the shower needs to 
be electric. 

Decide what kind of flooring you want, 
perhaps influenced by existing materials and 
don’t forget to consider how the room will be 
ventilated. Is there a window? Or will you 
need to install an electric fan or vent? Damp 
and mould can quickly build up in period 


When 
planning 
any work 
on baths or 
'toilets you should 
use a Watersafe- 
approved plumber 
(watersafe.org.uk) who 
will be able to give you a 
Work Completed’ certificate.’ 


properties. Finally, do you want a bath and 
shower or would you prefer one or the other? 

Armed with this information, you must set 
a budget for your new bathroom besides 
building, plumbing and electrical work. Prices 
can vary dramatically, according to the quality 
of the suite and fittings. Period fittings come in 
cast iron, enamelled steel, ceramic or acrylic, 
steel/enamel being the most expensive. If you 
can wait for the sales, you can save on last 
year’s fashions but aim to buy either 
a contemporary or traditional suite, not 
something in the middle. 

The shower is the most important fixture. 
It’s vital to establish the type you want and 
what will work best for the situation; a shower 
in a loft may need a pump, and in some cases 
an electric shower might be best as it puts less 
pressure on your boiler. A thermostatic control 
is dearer but you don’t get a blast of cold water 
when someone runs the dishwasher! Finally, 
get a shower that has all its working parts on 
the outside. That way, you don’t have to tear 
off tiles to access parts if things go wrong. 

However you approach your new project, 
always employ professional tradesmen to do 
the work. There are regulations when it comes 
to connecting up baths and toilets, and ideally 
you should use a Watersafe-approved plumber 
(watersafe.org.uk) who’ll give you a Work 
Completed’ certificate. You’ll need a 'Part P’ 
registered electrician to connect up water, 
electrics and gas, and choosing a member of an 
approved organisation such as NAPIT 
(napit.org.uk) ensures that the work carries a 
guarantee. With a bit of planning and use of 
qualified tradesmen, adding a new bathroom 
can improve your quality of life and add value 
to your home. 


KATE FAULKNER katefaulkner.co.uk 

Kate is one of the UK’s leading residential property experts. She writes Which? Property books and regularly appears on the BBC and ITV 
news as well as Radio 4 and Slive. Find out more at propei1ychecklists.co.uk 


146 PERIOD IDEAS 






The Real Wood Furniture Company 

Makers of country chairs and furniture in English oak, burr oak, ash, cherry and elm 
London House, Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxfordshire 0X20 1 TS 
Tei; 01993 813887 www.rwfco.com 






The Versatility of Steel Windows 

Design I Manufacture I Restoration I Conservation 


Unit 1 Hobbs New Barn 
Bairds Business Park 
Climping Littlehampton 
West Sussex BN 1 7 5RE 


enquiries@fabcosanctuary.com 
wvvw.fabcosanctuary.com 
01903 718808 









